
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study The Samaritan 
Woman: A Faith Worth Sharing. The Samaritan woman was changed by Jesus and 
went into Samaria telling all of her people about what Jesus had done for her. A few 
years later a man named Philip would also be transformed by Jesus. And he too went 
into Samaria to tell them the good news about Jesus. Both teach us about biblical 
evangelism.  

Introduction: We have a tendency to over complicate things. I often hear the excuse, 
“I’m afraid I’ll say or do the wrong thing when it comes to witnessing”. I appreciate the 
desire to be truthful and to be certain to share the gospel well. But I think about the 
early church and it seems as if sharing Jesus simply flowed out of them. Consider one 
of the first evangelists, Phillip. He didn’t have a seminary degree. He was just like Peter 
and John and couldn’t help but share what Jesus had done in his life. Biblical 
evangelism really isn’t complicated. It’s a bit like the man Warren Wiersbe shared 
about:  

Britain's King George V was to give the opening address at a special disarmament 
conference, with the speech relayed by radio to the U.S. As the broadcast was 
about to begin, a cable broke in the New York radio station, and more than a million 
listeners were left without sound. A junior mechanic in the station, Harold Vivien, 
solved the problem by picking up both ends of the cable and allowing 250 volts of 
electricity to pass through him. He was the living link that allowed the king's 
message to get through. 

Philip was one of those conduits.  

1. Biblical evangelism isn’t bound by locale or circumstances 
“Now those who were scattered went about preaching the word”. That is such a 
powerful sentence. When circumstances aren’t favorable for you is your first instinct to 
continue sharing the gospel? Or do you figure that you need to get things in order and 
then you’ll be more effective to engage in ministry? Philip isn’t one of the apostles. He’s 
just a guy who has been changed by Jesus. And when persecution drives him from his 
land he takes Jesus with him. Consider this from Tony Merida: 

The early church ‘gossiped the gospel’ wherever believers went. What a wise and 
effective plan for multiplication God created! Neither persecution nor relocation could 
stop the gospel from spreading. In fact, these things only helped. The good news of 
Jesus was in the heart of the widow and on the lips of the common man. (Merida, 
113) 
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Can you imagine what would happen if every believer became convinced that their 
circumstances and their locations weren’t accidents but rather divine appointments?  

 

2. Biblical evangelism is for all peoples 
Jesus was clear from the beginning that the gospel was for all peoples. Yet it still took 
persecution to move these Jewish believers out into the nations. A heart for Gentiles 
was slow coming for the early church. But we see a few pioneers like Philip who got the 
ball rolling. And Philip was likely the right man for the job. He was a Hellenistic Jew. 
This means he would have been “second-class” to some Hebraic Jews. So it’s not 
surprising that he knows how to relate to the Samaritan people. His heart for 
evangelism flowed out of a heart that loved all peoples. R. Kent Hughes tells a 
fascinating story about a man who stood up in one of D.L. Moody’s meetings: 

“I have been for five years on the Mount of Transfiguration,” said the man. “How 
many souls have you won to Christ?” was the sharp question that came from Moody 
in an instant. “Well, I do not know.” “Have you won any?” persisted Moody. “I do not 
know that I have,’ answered the man. “Well,” said Moody, “sit down then. When a 
man gets so high that he cannot reach down to save others, there is something 
wrong.” It does little good to be in touch with the Spirit and the Word if we are not in 
touch with people.  

Philip’s being filled with the Spirit didn’t turn him inward, it turned him outward to 
minister to all peoples. Note also that Philip’s trip to Ethiopia yielded only one convert. 
That shows what great lengths the Lord (and his servants) will travel to see one soul 
come to Jesus. All people matter. 

3. Biblical evangelism is centered on Christ 
Much has been made about Philip’s unique transportation from the Ethiopian eunuch. It 
certainly sounds like a form of teleportation. What amazes me about this text, though, is 
that the first thing Philip talks about when he gets to Ethiopia is Jesus. He lands in 
Azotus and goes from town to town telling them a story. But it isn’t a story about his 
teleporting. It’s the story about God becoming man, dying amongst thieves, rising from 
the dead, and giving new life to people just like Philip. That is the story which captivates 
Philip, not teleporting. It’s Jesus who he cannot shut up about. 

This shows us that the gospel and our evangelism really is centered upon Christ. We 
see this also in how easily Philip is able to share Christ from the OT as the Ethiopian 
eunuch is reading from Isaiah 53. He, like Spurgeon advised many years later, made a 
road straight to the cross of Christ. Our evangelism should be similar.  

Conclusion:  

Don’t you love Philip’s obedience? He has such excitement that he runs up to the 
Ethiopian. But that’s what a vibrant faith in Jesus does. It consistently looks for ways 
that God is working and joins Him. I appreciate this rebuke from a bible commentator:  

That is not what some of us do. When God gives us a call we begin to creep 
thither. How many creeping, limping Christians there are! They have got 
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something to do for God’s glory, and they crawl instead of running. “I have a 
natural indisposition to occupy a post of publicity or to excite anything like 
general observation.” My friend, what has thy natural character to do with it? Is it 
by your natural, or by your supernatural character, that you are going to glorify 
God?… Whenever God intimates His will, run, and you will find the cross will 
grow very light to willing feet. It is heavy to the man who crawls, but light to the 
man who runs. 

If we understand our task and also the greatness of our King then evangelism begins to 
become more of a privilege than a burden. Perhaps that will create more runners than 
crawlers.  
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