
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study The Poor 
Widow: Faith That Gives. The poor widow gave out of her poverty because of her love 
for God. The same is true of the churches in Macedonia. Paul uses them as an example 
for the Corinthians and also as an example for us.  

Introduction:  

Consider Zacchaeus the tax-collector. You don’t get to be the chief tax collector unless 
you are very good at shaking money out of people. One like Zacchaeus would make his 
wealth from charging exorbitant amount of taxes for Rome. He could charge whatever 
percentage he could get away with so long as Rome got their cut. It’s no stretch of the 
imagination to assume that his whole world revolved around money. Then he met 
Jesus.  

When Zacchaeus met Jesus the good news of the gospel changed his heart. And we 
read in Luke 19 that Zacchaeus says, “Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my 
possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back 
four times the amount.” This is a guy who once cheated people out of money and now 
he’s willingly giving away his money. Contrast this with the rich young ruler who went 
away sorrowful because he couldn’t give away anything. You see that’s what the gospel 
does.  

When we preach on money from a law construct…”do this so that God is pleased with 
you” what you end up getting are either embittered people, those who rebel, or those 
who actually obey the law to the letter but then are swelled with pride. But the gospel 
creates something different. We see that in Zacchaeus and we see that in the 
Macedonians. Paul uses them as an example to teach not only the Corinthians but also 
us.  

1. Gospel giving comes from God’s work  
Grace motivates sacrificial giving. Here Paul says it’s the grace of God which was given 
to these churches which caused their giving. Notice the kind of giving that this has 
inspired. The Macedonian church is impoverished themselves. But when they hear 
about the folks in Jerusalem their heart is motivated to give. But givers do this—they 
stretch themselves thin. They see a need and their heart responds with, “alright, I”ll do 
what I can to meet the need.”  

The formula here is mind-boggling to us. Their increased poverty led to an abundance 
of giving. That seems backwards. But maybe it’s just not the Western way of doing 
things, as Scott Haffeman has so aptly pointed out:  
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We define ourselves by our relation to our material environment perhaps more than 
our relation to other people (or even to God). That this has resulted in great material 
prosperity and great technological accomplishment we can readily acknowledge. But 
we [note] a dark side as well. Americans invariably tend to endow material means 
with ultimate or final value. Owning a home, for example, is seen as one of the ends 
of life rather than as a means to other ends. Meaning is attached to accumulating an 
estate far beyond any conceivable use.”  

This is why the prosperity gospel has found such a home here. It’s a philosophy which 
breeds a giving so you can get mentality. There was something different happening in 
Macedonia.  

2. Gospel giving will persevere 
This is really how you can tell the difference between giving that is motivated by self-
interest and that which stems from a changed heart. You’ve perhaps heard it said that 
churches won’t give well until they hear of some big disaster that they need to give 
towards. That might be true. But it’s also true that when the gospel really comes into a 
person’s heart then giving is going to happen.  

When love is genuine it’s going to persevere. This is Paul’s point in using the example 
of Christ. Love isn’t about the circumstances. We see this in the example of Christ. He 
was rich—this isn’t talking about money, he was enjoying all the glory of heaven and yet 
for our sake he became poor. And he did this so that we might become rich—not 
financially but rich in God. The love of Christ for us and on our behalf brings us to God. 
And he doesn’t stop until his work is completed.  

3. Gospel giving is willing, joyous, and from the heart 
Paul is very explicit here that he isn’t laying down some sort of rule. What he is after is 
their hearts. Give as you see fit. Give as God is motivating you to give. No guilt giving. 
And he’s not saying they ought to go into debt in order to give. He’s very pointed about 
that in verse 13. What he is saying is that they give in accordance to what they have.  

I like this story:  

A preacher asked farmer, “If you had 100 cows, would you give 50 of them to the 
Lord?”  

“Yes.” 

“If you had 1,000 chickens, would you give 500?” 

“Yes.” 

“If you had 2 hogs would you give one?” 

“Not fair, Preacher, you know I have 2 hogs.” 

It’s easy to give from what we don’t have. It’s easy to spend somebody else’s money. 
What Paul is calling the Corinthians to do is to be realistic and honest about what they 
have and give from that. To give from the heart. To look at the needs, to look at what 
you’ve got, and then to give accordingly. Simple as that.  
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No guilt based on the dollar amount. No trying to earn God’s favor. No giving out of 
compulsion. No giving because some preacher made you feel guilty and twisted your 
arm. Just simple giving motivated out of your heart for the gospel. This isn’t a call to go 
into debt or to give what you don’t have. 

Conclusion:  

In his book, Radical, David Platt shares a letter he received from a friend doing ministry 
in a country where it is illegal to spread the gospel. Listen to Jason: 

How many people have not believed because they have not heard? What will it 
take for those people to hear? Have they not heard because there is no one to 
tell them? What can we do, in obedience to God, to change a world in which 
there are millions and millions of people who cannot call on the name of the 
Lord? Most of us would say we know the answer to that question. Many of us 
would say we are even doing things to change the situation. But the truth is, 
there will continue to be millions and millions of people who do not hear as long 
as we continue to use spare time and spare money to reach them. Those are two 
radically different questions. ‘What can we spare? And ‘what will it take?” 

The churches in Macedonia had more of a “what will it take” attitude. That’s what 
happens when the gospel has transformed our hearts. I mean seriously if something 
happened to my kids. What posture am I going to have. I’d lay down my life for them. I 
can spare one kidney and I’d give it if they needed it. But truth be told I can’t spare two 
but I’d give them up if it meant life for them. Why, because I love them. And so I have a 
“what will it take” mentality.  

That’s not driven by law. That’s not driven by guilt or anything of the sort. It’s motivated 
by love. And that’s the point I believe Paul is making here. You see money reveals so 
much about us.  
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