
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Intervening 
Faith. Abigail intervened and became an advocate for David. Had she not done this who 
knows what would have happened to the king. In the same way it took Ananias and 
Barnabas to intervene in a different way in the life of the early church. A new convert, 
Saul, needed an advocate. The gospel calls us to be advocates for others and to 
intervene when necessary.  

Introduction: Have you ever heard the name John Staupitz? What about John Egglen? 
Edward Kimball? Mordecai Ham?  

What about Martin Luther, C.H.Spurgeon, D.L. Moody, or Billy Graham, have you heard 
of those? The men in the first list were used in a mighty way in the lives of the men in 
the second list. In the same way we might never know of an apostle Paul had it not 
been for a faithful disciple named Ananias who was used by God as an advocate for the 
apostle Paul.  

God may be calling you to boldly obey him by intervening in the life of another person. 
Someone in your life might need your advocacy. Who do you need to a cheerleader 
for?  

1. Faith-fueled advocacy will require bold obedience 
It’s requires a certain measure of boldness to advocate for a stranger. It’s quite another 
thing to advocate for a stranger who has a murderous reputation and is known for killing 
people just like yourself. But this is precisely what God was calling Ananias to do. 
Ananias could likely name people who had met their demise because of this man. And 
now he is being asked to be advocate of God’s grace for him. It’s understandable that 
Ananias at first balks at this idea. But his posture was of an obedient disciple. He was 
“all-in” when it came to obedience to the Lord Jesus. Spurgeon says it well: 

He was ready. He did not ask, "What for?" but "Here am I," ready for anything. 
Are we free from reservations? Whatsoever the Lord saith to us, are we prepared 
to do it? What drawbacks there often are! But blessed is that man who says 
"Ready, aye ready!" He was all there. "Ananias." "Here am I." In prayer, in 
singing, how often it happens that the mind is wandering — we are not there. 
There is such a thing as preaching, and doing service for God with a portion of 
yourself. I often see upon a sunny wall a chrysalis, and when I go to take it down, 
I find that the summer's sun has shone upon it and the insect has developed, and 
left nothing but an empty case behind. How often in the pew we find the chrysalis 
of a man, but where is the man? Wait till tomorrow morning, and see him in his 
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shop; there is the man; or, to follow up the figure, there is the butterfly. But if ever 
a man ought to be all there, it is when he is called to the service of God. He 
should marshal all his faculties, and every faculty should reply, "Here am I." The 
whole of a living man is something worth having, but a fragment is only fit to be 
buried.  

Advocacy for others will require a bold and faithful obedience.  

2. Faith-fueled advocacy flows from the gospel’s work 
Part of Ananias’ obedience came from hearing again from the Lord. He did not know 
that Saul’s heart was being changed by the Lord. With this new information Ananias 
knew that he wasn’t meeting a persecutor but a fellow brother in Christ. Note how he 
greets Saul. “Brother!” Only the gospel could do this. Tony Merida shows the 
significance of this moniker: 

What a comfort! Surely in that moment Saul not only received his new identity but 
recognized that in Christ he also received a new family. Becoming a follower of 
Jesus involves coming into a family of brothers and sisters in the faith. (Merida, 134) 

We are able to advocate for others because we know God is working behind the 
scenes. We can go to bat for others because we know that Jesus constantly advocates 
for us. If we know God is behind something, building His kingdom, it emboldens us to 
advocate for others. 

3. Faith-fueled advocacy ties our story with the story of another 
When we read that Ananias laid his hands upon Saul there is quite a bit going on here. 
Not only is this the means God was using to impart the Spirit to Saul it is also Ananias 
connecting Saul to the family of God. What he is doing is connecting his own story with 
the story of the former persecutor.  

We see this same thing a few verses later when Saul wants to join the disciples but fear 
is keeping them from accepting him. Barnabas steps in and also is an advocate for 
Saul. He connects Saul’s story of conversion to their own. “He’s one of us”.  

Have you ever been an outcast at a social event? Maybe you’re the new guy who just 
doesn’t quite fit in or belong with the rest of the group—at least not yet. In those 
moments we need an advocate. We need someone to thaw the ice and connect us with 
the group. This is often what we do in advocacy for others. We are connecting our story 
with their story and helping them see that they belong. We can do this because of the 
great story that God is writing.  

Conclusion: Tim Challies sums up the lesson of Ananias quite well: 

His role in the drama of Acts is small, yet significant. We see a man who wavered 
when he heard God’s voice, yet despite his initial hesitation he was faithful and 
obedient. While at first he thought he might have to correct God, in the end he 
submitted himself and his very life to God’s call. God then used this man to 
further His purposes in launching the career of the most influential of the 
apostles. Ananias’ small act of obedience led to a great harvest for the kingdom. 
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And this is the lesson of Ananias that I have applied to my life. Small acts of 
obedience that are premised on the Word of God, even when they seem contrary 
to reason, and even when they seem to challenge what seems so plain, can 
have great significance. Our perspective is so small, so limited. God’s 
perspective is wide, taking in all of history in a single glance. We need to rely on 
Him, on His Word, on His voice, trusting that He will not lead us astray. 
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