
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 

Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group Hannah: Encouraging 
Faith that Prays 

The Point: Pray with confidence; God hears 

 

1. Prayer is more powerful than any worldly power 
In Acts 12, Luke wants us to see the perilous situation the early church is in. Herod is 
great and powerful, and his sights set on stamping out this little Jewish sect. He started 
smaller, with James, but when he found that it pleased the Jews, he set his sights on 
the leader—the apostle Peter. Luke also wants us to see that there is no human 
intervention that is going to get Peter out of this predicament. With “four squads of four 
soldiers” there is no way they are busting Peter out of jail.  

But Luke also wants us to see that prayer is even more powerful than Herod. The early 
church couldn’t break Peter out of jail by mere force, but they could get on their knees 
and pray him out of jail. And that’s exactly what they did. The story begins with Herod in 
great power and playing the role of a god. But it ends with him being eaten by worms (a 
tiny little parasite) because of his pride. He didn’t have the power he thought he had.  

I appreciate how R. Kent Hughes says it, “Those ragtag, beleaguered Christians 
possessed greater power than Herod’s hordes! The legions of Rome barred the door, 
but it only took one of God’s secret agents to liberate the captive!” Are you praying with 
this conviction? Or are you fretting as if God isn’t actually in control?  

2. Prayer helps us rest in God’s sovereignty 
Your friend and co-laborer has just been beheaded and you are now arrested. What do 
you do in your prison cell? Peter slept. And it’s not just a harried restless sleep. His 
sleep is so deep that an angel must strike him to wake him up. How do you sleep so 
soundly when your life is on the line? John MacArthur reminds us where such peace 
comes from:  

First, he trusted in the Lord Jesus’s promise to him that he would die later, when he 
was old (John 21:18). Since he was not yet an old man, he had nothing to fear. 
Further, each time he had been in jail before, he had been released. God had a 
perfect track record. All this enabled Peter to advise believers to cast “all your 
anxiety upon Him, because He cares for you” (1 Peter 5:7). Believers who learn, like 
Peter, to trust God’s promises and past performance, usually sleep soundly. 
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When we pray we are entrusting ourselves to God’s sovereign care. Such a disposition 
of trust allows us to sleep well at night because we truly believe the situation is in the 
Lord’s hands. Peter knew this. He knew that he was firmly in God’s hands and not in the 
hands of King Herod.  

3. Prayer should be fervent and expectant 
This is one of the most comical stories in all of the Bible. Perhaps we find humor in it 
because we see a bit of ourselves in the story. After Peter’s angelic escape from prison 
he finds himself at the house where all these believers are praying for him. A servant 
girl answers his knock and is so excited she shuts him out. And then she tells everyone 
Peter is at the door and none of them believe her. They have just been fervently praying 
for his release! Why are they so shocked?  

Their first doubt was that of a rationalist for they said Rhoda was mad. Their second 
doubt was that of a mind of superstition, for they were ready to believe it was Peter’s 
angel but not his person. These Christians were praying in belief, but they were 
not praying with expectancy. Believing prayer says God can; expectant prayer 
says God will.  

We must not only be people who pray faithfully and fervently but also praying 
expectantly. God’s grace still meets us even in our weak and sometimes half-hearted 
prayers. But the biblical model for us to follow is one of great expectancy that our good 
Father intends to always do us good. 
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