
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Deborah: 
Encouraging Faith. Deborah used her influence to assist Barak. She used whatever 
influenced she had for God’s glory. Many years later another woman, Esther, was put in 
a position of great power. She too would be called upon to leverage her influence for 
the glory of God.  

Introduction: How important is one person? Chuck Swindoll has compiled quite the list: 

• In 1645, one vote gave Oliver Cromwell control of England; 

• In 1649, one vote caused Charles I of England to be executed; 

• In 1776, one vote gave America the English language instead of German; 

• In 1839, one vote elected Marcus Morton governor of Massachusetts; 

• In 1845, one vote brought Texas into the Union; 

• In 1868, one vote saved President Andrew Johnson from impeachment. 

• In 1875, one vote changed France from a monarchy to a republic; 

• In 1876, one vote gave Rutherford B. Hayes the United States presidency; 

• In 1923, one vote gave Adolph Hitler control of the Nazi party; 

• In 1941, one vote saved the Selective Service System just 12 weeks before 
Pearl Harbor! 

There are no accidents. God placed Esther in her position for a reason and she was to 
leverage her influence for the glory of God. The same is true of us. But in the ethics of 
God’s kingdom our influence might come from places we least expect it. You matter. 

1. Our greatest influence often comes from our greatest pain 
Esther 4 begins with a low point for the Jewish people. They are on the brink of 
extermination. Haman has a plot to kill every Jew and an edict from the king threatens 
their existence. They respond with deep mourning. This impacts even the new Queen 
Esther. It is in the soil of such turmoil that Esther exerts her greatest influence.  

God often works the same way today. He uses our greatest pain to further his kingdom. 
It is in our points of weakness where God’s strength shines the brightest. I cannot help 
but think of Joni Eareckson Tada on this point. She has used her suffering for God’s 
glory in a way that few of us well ever match.  
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My wheelchair was the key to seeing all this happen—especially since God’s power 
always shows up best in weakness. So here I sit … glad that I have not been healed 
on the outside, but glad that I have been healed on the inside. Healed from my own 
self-centered wants and wishes. 

How might God be using your weak-points to extend your influence for kingdom 
purposes?  

2. God never gets a wrong address 
Esther had to feel ill-equipped for the task at hand. Sinclair Ferguson summarizes her 
predicament well:  

Esther reminds Mordecai of the reality of life, as she has not been called into the 
presence of the king for 30 days. Doubtless he has not been without other 
company. This ungodly marriage is no partnership of equals or an eternal 
romance. Esther exists simply for the whims of her sensuous husband. Her first 
response is not outright refusal, but it is tied up more with the fear of man rather 
than God (Pr 29:25). The king has proven with Vashti that he is a capricious and 
ruthless man toward his leading lady for breaches of etiquette.  

She had to have felt as if God had gotten a wrong address. Was it really up to her to 
save God’s people from being wiped out? But God never gets a wrong address. The 
whole of the Bible proclaims that God is sovereign and accidents do not happen. She 
was put in this position for “such a time as this”.  

The same is true of you. Consider this from Paul Tripp:  

Acts 17 tells us that God determines the exact place where we’ll live and the exact 
length of our lives. Your life isn’t out of control. What you’re facing isn’t the result of 
God forgetting you. God hasn't turned his back on the promises he made to you. I 
know it's hard to grasp, but what you're facing is the result of God being faithful to 
his promises to you. 

3. Using our influence is risky business 
Esther was part of the edict. Mordecai was taking a risk by speaking so boldly to the 
queen. But his boldness to Esther paled in comparison to the risk that she would have 
to take in order to speak boldly to the king. Mordecai knew that God would deliver his 
people. He firmly believed it would come through the boldness of Esther, but he also 
knew that if she didn’t take this risk that she would be risking far more. To not identify 
with God’s people would have held a much greater consequence.  

Using our influence for the good of the kingdom can be risky. Esther was putting her life 
on the line. We might not be forced to make such an ultimate decision. Yet, we might be 
risking relationships, prestige, power, or position. The kingdom of God is worth it.  

Conclusion:  

Amy Carmichael was much like Esther. She decided to leverage every bit of influence 
she had for the kingdom. Take this poem of hers to heart: 
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Give me the Love that leads the way  
The Faith that nothing can dismay  
The Hope no disappointments tire  

The Passion that’ll burn like fire  
Let me not sink to be a clod  

Make me Thy fuel, Flame of God” 

“O Lamb of God, deliver me…”  
From subtle love of softening things,  

From easy choices, weakenings,  
(Not thus are spirits fortified,  

Not this way went the Crucified)  
From all that dims Thy Calvary  

O Lamb of God, deliver me. 

The only influence which truly matters is that which flows from the crucified Lamb of 
God. It’s all for His kingdom and not our own.  
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