
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Rahab: 
Courageous Faith. Rahab is an excellent example of how a proper fear of God 
motivated God-honoring action. We can also learn from negative examples. There are 
few better examples of the damning result of misplaced fear than the wicked servant in 
Matthew 25:14-30. He shows us the downward spiral that misplaced fear leads us 
down.  

Introduction: (Introductory idea: find a list of phobias online. Have members stand and 
then sit down once their fear has been named).  

Now fear can be a good thing. Fear is defined as an unpleasant emotion caused by the 
belief that someone or something is dangerous, likely to cause pain, or a threat. That’s 
a good thing if you are a child trying to cross a busy intersection. It’s good to be afraid of 
walking in front of speeding car. But fear gets out of its banks and it can get unhealthy. 
We all know that. Fear can cause us to do some very strange things.  

Matthew 25:14-30 isn’t just about money and risking our talents. This text is about what 
we do with our lives and whether or not fear keeps us from obedience. It’s a text about 
fear and the downward spiral it places us upon. 

1. Misplaced fear is a theology problem which leads to a worship problem 
 
The story is told of a little girl who couldn’t get to sleep because she was afraid of the 
dark. She asked if the moon was God’s light and whether or not he’d turn it out so he 
could go to sleep. When the mother replied that “God never goes to sleep” the little girl’s 
fear began to melt. “Well, as long as God is awake, there is no sense both of us staying 
awake.”  
 
What we believe about the character of God informs our fear. For the wicked servant he 
believed the master to be a hard man. D.A. Carson is likely correct when he says,  
 

“the servant is saying that the master is grasping, exploiting the labor of others, 
and putting the servant in an invidious position. Should he take the risk of trying 
to increase the one talent entrusted to him, he would see little of the profit. If he 
failed and lost everything, he would incur the master’s wrath. Perhaps, too, he is 
piqued at having been given much less than the other two; so, in a rather spiteful 
act, he returns to his master what belongs to him, no more and no less”. 
(Expositors Bible Volume 8, 517) 
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Perhaps his theology was first a heart problem. Our worship and theology are so 
intertwined they often inform the other. For this wicked servant his wrong view of the 
master caused him to fear risk instead of fear God. Because he did not believe the 
master was good he chose a spiteful safety over a courageous faith.  
 

2. Misplaced fear is a worship problem which leads to an obedience problem 
 
Because of his misplaced fear the wicked servant decided to bury the talent rather than 
put it to use. Notice the obedience of the other two servants. They “at once” went and 
worked to improve upon what the master had given them. This is what love and the 
right kind of fear of God will create in us.  
 
Dave Griffith-Jones shows how our fear will dictate our obedience: 
 

Fear is living in awe of someone or something. It’s a type of faith—it’s believing 
that something has power over our future and our happiness. This thing seems 
so big or so beautiful to us that it becomes all-important—we can’t risk losing it. If 
I think I can’t be happy if I’m not comfortable, I live in awe of my comfort and will 
never do anything that risks making my life less pleasant. If I’m in awe of my 
friend or partner or parent, I’ll always seek to please them and will avoid doing 
anything that risks upsetting them. (Griffith-Jones, Escaping Escapism, 22-23) 

 
For two servants their “fear” led them to a joyful pursuit of the master’s happiness. They 
saw their joy was tied up in their master’s joy. But for the wicked servant’s fear caused 
him to bury the talent and not obey the master. Jon Bloom is right, “we obey the one we 
fear. The person(s) whose reward of approval we desire most — whose curse of 
disapproval we most fear to receive — is the person(s) we will obey, our functional 
god.” 
 

3. Misplaced fear is an obedience problem which leads to an eternity problem 
 

The wicked servant believes he is living wisely based upon what he knows of the 
master. He’s hedging his bets. As Owen Strachan says, “He just thought he was playing 
the game expertly, getting to lead a comfortable, safe, risk-free life now. Then, when it 
was over, because he had been appropriately religious, he could live with God forever” 
(Strachan, Risk is Right, 28). But what we find out is that this spiral of rebellion leads to 
him being cast out of the kingdom. It’s not as if he has somehow lost his salvation along 
the way. The problem is that he never actually had a proper relationship with the 
master. His lack of obedience comes from his lack of love, and his lack of love stemmed 
from his wrong view of the master.  

Fear is a great barometer of our theology. And fear can spiral in ways that we never 
thought it could. The answer is to go back to the beginning and develop a healthy fear 
of God. Or to put that another way we should go back to our first love and remember 
His goodness.  
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Conclusion:  

The answer to our misplaced fear is to dig into the character of God. When we see God 
for who He really is we learn, just as the little girl who couldn’t sleep, that no matter 
where we turn the goodness of God meets us there. This stirs up in us a life of joyful 
obedience. Dave Griffith-Jones excellently shows how this plays out even in the midst 
of storms: 

Whatever storm you face, the Lord Jesus remains your immovable and 
inexhaustible Rock. He will supply you with his Spirit when you feel that you can’t 
go on any more. So you don’t need to escape. A girl who discovers she’s 
pregnant and doesn’t feel ready to be a mum can know that an abortion isn’t the 
only way out. A woman grieving a miscarriage can look to Jesus for solace, and 
not to a bottle. A dad who can’t see his kids can pray to Jesus for the Holy 
Spirit’s help not to give in to despair and bitterness. A man who is coughing up 
blood can find the strength to see the doctor when he fears the worst…The truth 
that overcomes this fear is that even though you might not be able to cope, 
Jesus will be able to. However, strong the storms, your Rock is stronger. 
However high the waves, your Rock lifts you higher. Your Rock is immovable, 
incomparable, invincible, inexhaustible. (Griffith-Jones, 109) 

If you find yourself afraid, dig into the character of God.  
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