
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Mentoring: How 
to Equip and Encourage Others. There are several examples in the Scriptures of 
mentoring relationships. It’s really how one generation of faith extends to another. Paul 
is perhaps one of the greatest disciple-makers (mentors) in the Scriptures. But there is 
also a faithful couple named Priscilla and Aquila who mentored a young man named 
Apollos.  

Introduction:  

Have you ever been to a place that you are unfamiliar with?  How do you survive 
without looking like a fool?  You look around you and try to do what everybody else 
does.  This can get you in trouble sometimes.  Take this story about guests at a 
banquet hosted by former President Calvin Coolidge.   

Apparently Coolidge invited some folks from his hometown to the White House to 
enjoy a meal.  They had never been to such an occasion and thought best to imitate 
everything Coolidge did so as not to look foolish.  As they sat down at the table they 
noticed the president pour his coffee in a little saucer plate.  So the guests did the 
same.  Then the president poured a little milk and added some sugar to the saucer.  
The guests did the same.  They had assumed that the next step would be to begin 
sipping the drink.  To their shock President Coolidge placed the saucer on the floor 
for his cat to enjoy.  Be careful who you imitate.   

We are all following someone. We should be the type of people who seek out good 
mentoring relationships and we should be the type of people who will model Christ well. 
Otherwise we’ll lead people who are watching us to do insignificant and silly things. We 
want to model what matters. Priscilla and Aquilla are great examples as they took a 
passionate young man under their wing and helped him to learn what truly matters.  

1. Faithful mentoring involves relationship 
The old adage is true that people don’t care how much you know until they know how 
much you care. Relationships are key in mentoring. Notice how Aquila and Priscilla 
drew Apollos in. They saw a young man with a ton of gifts and yet a bit of deficiency in 
some areas. So they pursued a relationship with this young man and brought him into 
their home.  

This is the same thing Jesus did with the disciples. As you read through the gospels 
note how often Jesus was with one of his disciples. Very seldom was he alone. He 
almost always took a disciple with him in doing ministry. So also, our mentoring 
relationships must involve an actual relationship. What better place to see these 
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relationships blossom than in the local church? Phil Newton notes how Jesus put 
believers together into pairs for ministry. 

“These friendships crystallized as Jesus sent them out by pairs for ministry. Not that 
tensions never surfaced! Relationships bring fallen being into close enough 
proximity so that disagreements may multiply and matters of pride irritate. Yet this 
becomes one of the best platforms to validate the power of the gospel.”  

It’s difficult, and can be humbling, to allow someone into your life in such a way that 
they also see your quirks and your sinfulness. But unless Jesus is the one mentoring it 
is always going to be one sinner helping another along.  

2. Faithful mentoring trains and teaches 
Aquila and Priscilla could have remained silent when they saw the deficiencies in this 
young man, but they didn’t. They trained him and taught him the gospel. They saw that 
even though he was highly gifted and a great teacher in the things that he knew, his 
understanding of Christ was still not up to par. So they had to fill in what was lacking. 
Note too the way in which they corrected this young man. They weren’t nit-picky or 
ungracious. They loved him and graciously trained him. They give us a good example of 
how any person should be corrected, but especially a teacher such as Apollos: 

They don’t rebuke Apollos publicly. They don’t embarrass or shame him. They 
demonstrate humility and compassion in addressing him, but they also demonstrate 
conviction. That is, they don’t just let the matter of his deficiency go. Instead, they 
address the gap in his instruction in a Christ-honoring way. They take him aside, 
perhaps to their home and gently explain baptism fully. Every Christian should take 
not of this couple’s gentle persuasion method…we shouldn’t try to correct others by 
using an argumentative critical spirit; rather, we need to use an open Bible and a 
loving tone. (Merida, 281) 

3. Faithful mentoring encourages and releases 
After they’ve poured into Apollos they release him for wider ministry. This can be 
difficult. It’s what I call missional heartbreak. We realize that our role in mentoring isn’t 
to further our own kingdom but to further the kingdom of Christ. But it can be 
emotionally draining to pour so much into someone only to have them leave to pursue 
ministry elsewhere. This should also be celebrated. Notice how this lovely couple in 
Acts 18 ends up championing Apollos and recommending him for wider ministry to 
others. This is what should happen in mentoring relationships. It’s likely going to be a 
lifelong relationship but it’s also going to change over time. Successful mentoring will 
make disciple-makers and not only disciples.  

Conclusion:  

It’s a somewhat alarming truth that we are always only one generation away from 
“losing the gospel”. Of course, the church of Christ will always prevail. But we certainly 
do not want to have another period where the gospel is all but lost. D.A. Carson 
explains:  
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In a fair bit of Western evangelicalism, there is a worrying tendency to focus on 
the periphery. [My] colleague . . . Dr. Paul Hiebert . . . . springs from Mennonite 
stock and analyzes his heritage in a fashion that he himself would acknowledge 
is something of a simplistic caricature, but a useful one nonetheless. 

One generation of Mennonites believed the gospel and held as well that there 
were certain social, economic, and political entailments. 

The next generation assumed the gospel, but identified with the entailments. 

The following generation denied the gospel: the “entailments” became 
everything. 

Assuming this sort of scheme for evangelicalism, one suspects that large swaths 
of the movement are lodged in the second step, with some drifting toward the 
third. 

What is the solution to such a thing? Mentoring. We see this to be the pattern 
established in the Scriptures and it is much needed today.  
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