
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Living a Godly 
Life in an Ungodly World, this sermon examines Jehoshaphat, Asa’s son. Ungodly 
people surrounded Jehoshaphat. Rather than accepting that, he worked to defend what 
was good and correct what was lacking. His dad would have been proud. 

Introduction: Most dads want to pass something of value and permanence to their 
children—a house, a coin collection, the family seats at the baseball stadium, a corny 
joke, even a slightly used set of golf clubs. While each of these may have its place, if 
physical stuff is all one generation leaves to the next, then their grown children will 
suffer loss. Parents, particularly dads, have the heavy responsibility of not only leaving 
something to their children but of enabling them to give something to their world. 
 It’s difficult to say whether Asa understood the role he played in shaping 
Jehoshaphat, his son. The biblical writer doesn’t even mention Jehoshaphat until his 
dad died making him the next king. And nowhere in Jehoshaphat’s record does he or 
anyone else give credit to Asa for anything positive about his son’s life or deeds. 
Intentional or not, Asa helped to shape an extraordinary king and a man of God. 
Jehoshaphat became a model for what godly dads want from their sons.   
 

1. Dads want sons who prepare for the future. “he placed forces in all the fenced 
cities of Judah” (v. 2) 

 
Jehoshaphat did not use his resources for momentary pleasure or personal 
benefit. Like his father Asa, Jehoshaphat strengthened the nation against attack. 
He stationed troops in critical locations (v. 2), built fortresses where people could 
find refuge, and stored supplies for the future (v. 12). It was a wise move. 

Judah had been consistently attacked by her enemies during the final five 
years of Asa’s reign. Even if the war continued into Jehoshaphat’s time, he 
refused to allow what he’d been given to fall into ruin. 
 Unlike Jehoshaphat, too many sons live only for the moment. Regrettably, 
they inherited this practice from their fathers. They watched as dad spent too 
much time and resources on what would not last and not enough on anything of 
an eternal or even somewhat durable nature. 

 
2. Dads want sons who stand against an evil culture. “walked…not after the 

doings of Israel.” (v. 4)  
 

A golden calf received worship as a god just past Judah’s border. Evil was their 
next-door neighbor. However, they did not need to look over the fence to find 
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something morally repulsive. They could see it in their own back yard. Twice, 
Asa confronted idolatry in Judah (14:3; 15:8), and once, he found it in a room 
down the hall from his chambers (15:16). Neither Jehoshaphat nor his dad could 
escape corruption because it existed in the people they ruled. Worse, it lived in 
them. 
 What they could do though was to transcend the culture. Jehoshaphat 
could not control what Israel did (v. 17), but he, like Joshua (Josh. 24:15), chose 
to establish the pattern for those closest to him. 
 We, as parents and grandparents, send successive generations into a 
world with rapidly disintegrating morals. It is not enough to pray that they will 
stand firm against the negative influence. We must go further and entreat God for 
sons who will impact their environment for good (Phil. 2:15; Matt. 5:13-16). 
 

3. Dads want sons who concern themselves with others’ spiritual well-being. 
“he sent…to teach in the cities of Judah” (v. 7) 
 
Some rulers use their position for their benefit. Others recognize their placement 
as a gift from God—a gift that comes with responsibilities. Jehoshaphat took his 
role seriously and provided protection for the people. He strengthened the 
armaments, yes, but he did more. Recognizing that Judah’s greatest enemy 
would attack from the inside, he worked to build righteousness into his people. 
He acted on the warning his father had received (15:3) and sent princes, priests, 
and Levites to teach God’s law (v. 7-9). 
  Dads, what would it be like to see your son sharing his faith with another 
person? How would you feel if he chose to forego a blessing from you and asked 
that you bless someone in need instead? Actions like these give good reason to 
be proud. These things are not normal, nor are they accidental. They will happen 
only if the next generation hears us speak of these things and sees us, as godly 
examples, do them. 
 

4. Dads want sons who enjoy the respect of their peers. “and the fear of the 
Lord fell upon all the kingdoms” (v. 10)  
 
Jehoshaphat achieved respect in Judah (v. 5) and among the surrounding 
nations (v. 10-11), many of whom did not like him or what he stood for. They 
bestowed gifts and withheld their attacks. No logical reason for their response is 
given in the text. The fact that the quantity and quality of Judah’s troops are 
enumerated after verse 10-11 would suggest a strong military was not what kept 
their enemies from invading. This was from God (Prov. 16:7). The people feared 
God and respected God’s man. 
  It hurts when you have a son who, because of some perceived flaw, is the 
brunt of mockery, bullying, or exclusion. After all, what your son receives is a 
reflection on you. So you try to find, develop, and highlight whatever will produce 
acceptance—skill in sports, academic excellence, an entrepreneurial spirit, or 
physical attractiveness.  

Understand this: Jehoshaphat did not earn respect. At this point, he had 
done nothing. No wars fought and won. No great successes. However, 
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Jehoshaphat was something. He was a person of character. For that, God gave 
him respect from his peers. 
 

5. Dads want sons who outdo the previous generation’s accomplishments. 
“with him, mighty men of valor” (v. 14) 
 
Abijah commanded 560,000 troops (14:8). Jehoshaphat had the loyalty of almost 
1.2 million—twice the number his dad led into battle (17:14-19). The equivalent in 
today’s terms would be a son taking his dad’s company and doubling its 
business. As impressive as that is, it pales in comparison to Jehoshaphat’s 
spiritual success.  

Abijah gathered Judah for worship and provoked the sealing of a covenant 
with God (15:10-12). Jehoshaphat provided leaders to teach the people who God 
was, what requirements He had, and how to live (17:9). Abijah’s life ended with 
him in rebellion against God (16:12-13). Jehoshaphat, though not perfect, 
remained faithful to God until his death (20:32). 
 

Conclusion: Think about the first time you held your son. He was so small, so fragile. 
You knew he wouldn’t stay that way. He would grow. How did you envision his mature 
self? What did you desire he would become? A rich, successful, well-known business 
person? A politician whose face is regularly on the news as he introduces and 
successfully passes multiple pieces of important legislation? A techno-giant who invents 
the next world-changing gizmo or whose idea radically alters our perception of reality.
 There’s nothing wrong with any of those dreams. But if, along the way, you 
spend so much time teaching him baseball and how to handle money that you miss out 
on teaching him how to be a man of character, then you have set your son up to be a 
failure. What do you want for your son? What are you doing to get him there?  
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