
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Living a Godly 
life in an ungodly world, this sermon reminds us that God is actively searching for 
people who will rise above their culture. They please Him, and He wants to bless them. 

Introduction: Every year at Christmas and birthdays, parents hear a litany of requests 
from their children. Most of these originate from TV ads, store browsing, or seeing what 
their friends possess. The latest gadget, the fashionable clothing, the stuffed animal that 
provides the most profound comfort, the toy with those annoying sounds—these are the 
items our children seek.  

Few children acknowledge that parents too have requests. Rarely do they ask 
what those desires might be. The same could be said about God’s children. We 
repeatedly ask without considering what God might like to receive from us.  

While there’s nothing wrong with asking God for His blessings (James 1:5; 4:2), it 
is equally imperative that you provide God with what He wants. You might be tempted 
to ask, “He’s God; can’t He just create whatever He wants?” As shocking as it may 
sound, there is something only humans can do that brings God pleasure. Like many 
parents, His wish list requires some coaxing, the gifts He wants can only satisfy if they 
come voluntarily, and their value rises far above what can be purchased in a store. 
 

1. God seeks people who trust Him above all others. “thou hast relied on the 
king of Syria” (v. 7) 

 
Twenty years of rest in Judah ended with a new threat from the northern territory. 
Baasha, Israel’s king, fortified a city just over the boundary line separating his 
domain from Asa’s. Though Baasha did this as an attempt to maintain control 
over his renegade population (v. 1), Asa interpreted it as a prelude to war. 
 Not realizing that the present scenario was part of God’s plan to 
eventually destroy the Syrians (v. 7), Asa panicked. He used the wealth he had 
dedicated to God (2 Chron 15:18; 16:2) to prompt an attack on Baasha from his 
northern neighbor. Asa planned to divert Baasha’s attention away from Judah 
and gain time to build up his defenses. Both God and Asa had a plan, but their 
plans were contrary, not complimentary. 
 Baasha withdrew, and so did God. Asa succeeded, but he failed to trust 
God (Jer. 17:5). God was displeased (Heb. 11:6). How do you feel when your 
children trust their friends more than they trust you? Then how do you think God, 
who has never failed, reacts when His people look elsewhere for help? 

Asa sought a temporary fix when God was working toward a permanent 
solution. For generations to come, the Syrians threatened Judah with extinction. 
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They almost killed Asa’s son (2 Chron. 18:3), and they invaded Jerusalem during 
Joash’s reign, wounding him, killing most of the nobles, and plundering Judah’s 
wealth (2 Chron. 24:23-25).  

 
2. God seeks people who remember what He has done. “the LORD…delivered 

them into thine hand” (v. 8) 
 
What most stunned God was Asa’s actions in light of what God had already done 
for him. God wiped out an immense force that threatened Asa’s reign and God’s 
people (2 Chron. 14:9-15). No one dared mess with Judah for two decades. 

It would be tempting to think God unfair and excuse Asa’s actions. God 
was reprimanding him for forgetting something that happened over twenty years 
previous. He was getting older. Surely his memory had faded. However, in Asa’s 
message to Ben-hadad, he mentioned the treaty that had existed between the 
Syrian king and Abijah, Asa’s father (v. 3). He was speaking of events that had 
occurred over 35 years ago. Asa’s memory wasn’t weak; his faith was. His 
memory was selective. 

When faced with today’s challenges, do you recall God’s past provision? 
Or do you allow the present situation to crowd out your recollection? It’s common 
to push yesterday’s struggles into the recesses of the mind. If we do that, we 
miss the benefits a good memory provides—thankfulness (Ps. 103:1-3;1 Tim. 
1:3-5), humility (Ex. 22:21; Rom. 11:20), faith (Deut. 7:18-19; Luke 24:6-8), and 
courage (Neh. 4:14). Rehearse what God has done. Write it down, so that when 
you are faced with a similar situation, you will remember and depend on God. 

 
3. God seeks people who are wholly devoted to Him. “whose heart is perfect 

toward him” (v. 9) 
 
One central theme permeates Asa’s life: man’s responsibility to seek God. God 
exhorts His people to seek Him and promises success when they do. The end of 
the story, however, produces a shift. Now, God is the one seeking. He’s 
persistently, energetically, passionately searching for someone who is wholly 
devoted to Him. God’s quest, unlike man’s, carries no guarantees. 
  The scenario Asa faced in the 36th year of his reign resulted in forfeiting  
God’s blessing. God wanted to boldly and convincingly defeat Israel’s enemy 
again. The peace likely would have continued for the remainder of Asa’s life. His 
failure to depend on God led to his final years being his most painful. 

 
Conclusion: The remainder of Asa’s life is disappointing. Instead of humbly admitting 
his failure and repenting, he took out his guilt-produced anger on the prophet and the 
people (16:10). God, however, continued to work in Asa’s life. What God had done on a 
national scale (2 Chron. 15:6), He now did to one individual—He vexed Asa with a 
crippling disease (16:12). Sadly, Asa (whose name means “healer”) refused to seek 
restoration for his heart or his feet from the One who could heal, choosing instead to 
pursue only what limited humans could offer. 
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 The encouraging thing about Asa’s life is that, though Asa forgot God, God never 
forgot him. God would not be dissuaded from His pursuit of Asa’s diseased soul.  

God didn’t get what He wanted from Asa, but He continued searching until He 
found someone worthy of His attention and record (Mal. 3:16-18). God is still searching. 
Will you trust Him above all others? Do you record and review His powerful actions in 
your life? How does your heart stand up to His evaluation when His gaze is upon you?  
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