
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Living a Godly 
life in an ungodly world, this sermon explains the role of a covenant. The people made a 
covenant with God to seek Him and to worship Him. They sealed the covenant with 
animal sacrifice. Centuries later, Jesus instituted a new covenant and ratified it with His 
blood. 

Introduction: All the preparations led up to that amazing moment. On that day, you 
said, “I do.” In front of witnesses and before God, both of you verbally affirmed your 
commitment to each other for the rest of your lives. You entered a covenant.  

Other covenants have permeated your lives—the purchase of a car or house, 
beginning a new job, changing cell phone providers, or securing pest control. None of 
those, though, is as meaningful, joyful, and purposeful as what you did that day. That 
one was about the relationship between two personalities. That one was about love. 
And that one was focused on what each was willing to sacrifice more than on what they 
hoped to receive. It is no wonder then that God describes the connection between 
Himself and His people as a marriage covenant. 

Based on what they had experienced and what God called them to, Asa and the 
southern kingdom entered a covenant with God. They said their “I do’s.” Forsaking all 
others, they promised to seek God alone. From this historical account, we learn the 
characteristics of a covenant.  
 

1. Covenants are personal. “they gathered themselves together” (v. 10) 
 

After Asa completed his cleansing and restorative work, he called the people 
together (v. 9). Notice though, that they came because they wanted to (v. 10). 
They gathered themselves together.  

Though this was a commitment with tremendous ramifications, it was not a 
somber time. Trumpeters, loud affirmations, rejoicing—these were the sounds 
that accompanied the day’s events. The vibrations gave evidence of the people’s 
willingness to participate. Together, each person decided for himself that he 
would passionately seek God and that he would encourage others to do the 
same. 

No one can coerce another into making a covenant. Someone might force 
you to sign your name, but your heart will determine the fulfillment of your 
obligations. Despite the legend of shotgun weddings (a hastily arranged 
ceremony where the bride’s father or brother compels the groom to marry his 
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usually pregnant girlfriend), people must enter a covenant willingly. Otherwise, it 
is invalid. It will not endure. 
 

2. Covenants are productive. “he was found…the Lord gave them rest” (v. 15) 
People enter covenants for a variety of reasons. But usually, their anticipation 
that the benefits will overshadow the costs is the primary motivation. Something 
positive, they hope, will come from their decision. In marriage, those positive 
outcomes might include companionship, children, and shared life-long 
experiences. For King Asa and his people, there were two immediate 
consequences. 
  First, they found God! What an amazing statement! They sought God with 
their whole heart, and God made himself known. God hadn’t been hiding, but 
they hadn’t been seeking Him. He was in plain sight, but they had been blind. 
  And then, God granted them peace. For twenty years, no nation 
threatened their boundaries. They had external rest. The calm they experienced 
was also internal. God’s people were right with their Creator. No more confusion. 
No more vain pursuits. They knew who they were and why they were here. They 
were God’s people put on earth to worship Him. 

 
3. Covenants are permanent. “the heart of Asa was perfect all his days” (v. 17) 

 
Contracts are temporary. They’re designed that way. At the end of your two-year 
agreement with your entertainment provider, you can decide whether to stay in 
that relationship. God intended covenants, however, to be permanent. That line 
at the end of your marriage vows (“till death do us part”) declares God’s desire 
for all His covenants. 
 The text here says that Asa’s heart was perfect for the rest of his life. That 
would make a great Cinderella conclusion if the Bible didn’t tell us the rest of the 
story. Twenty years later, a threat caused Asa to abandon his childlike 
dependence on God and seek help from another nation. When confronted with 
God’s displeasure at his actions, Asa did not resort to idolatry, but he withdrew 
further from God. How do we reconcile these actions with the biblical assessment 
of his heart? 
  A person’s actions aren’t always a complete manifestation of his heart. 
The Bible describes David as a man after God’s own heart even though David 
committed adultery and murder (1 Sam. 13:14). Lot was a righteous man, but he 
allowed his quest for wealth to determine his companions even though it tore up 
his insides (2 Pet. 2:7-8). Though he refused to return to God, his heart convicted 
him over his choice. 

Even though Asa faltered, his actions could not nullify God’s covenant. 
God’s promise does not depend on us (Gen. 15:12-18). And when we seek Him 
with our whole heart, we will find Him. That promise is just as valid today as it 
was when God’s prophet first spoke it. We may fail to keep our promises, but 
God is always faithful to His (2 Tim. 2:13; John 13:37-38).  

 
4. Covenants are pricey. “he himself had dedicated silver, and gold, and vessels” 

(v. 18) 
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The rings that married couples wear remind us that covenants are costly. Asa’s 
experience was no different. His commitment to God cost him the symbol of his 
accomplishments. The only thing the military brought home from the victorious 
battle was animals. They sacrificed these to God (v. 11). Further, Asa gave up 
what may have been a large part of his wealth (v. 18). 

Clearly, the highest cost Asa paid was his family and his pride. Imagine 
his disappointment, shame, and regret when he discovered his grandmother’s 
idolatry (v. 16). Visualize the anger and hurt Asa expressed as he pulverized her 
indiscretion. Maachah’s position as queen and as the king’s grandmother did not 
supersede Asa’s commitment to God or exempt her from God’s requirements 
(Luke 14:26). 

Though covenants are expensive, there is a higher cost to be paid by 
those who refuse to join. Maachah lost her position, her privilege, her relationship 
with her grandson, and eventually, her life. The right to commit or walk away 
always belongs to the individual, but the consequences of rejection are certain 
no matter what connections a person may have (v. 13, 16). 
 

Conclusion: Centuries after Asa’s story, Jesus ate the Passover meal with His 
disciples. There, He announced a new covenant (1 Cor. 11:24-26). This covenant is 
personal. Each person must decide for himself what he will do with Jesus. This 
covenant is productive. Participating in it, among other benefits, frees you from the 
penalty of sin and provides a thrilling eternity spent with God. This covenant is 
permanent. Once you join, regardless of how many times you fail to meet God’s 
expectation, He will never reject you. And this covenant is pricey. While Jesus paid the 
initial and highest price (Heb. 9:15), He now requires you to sacrifice your life for Him 
(Mark 8:34). 
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