
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Living a Godly 
Life in an Ungodly World, this sermon reminds us to depend on God instead of relying 
on anything of a physical nature. No matter how strong the enemy we face, our God 
can defeat him. 
 
Introduction: What do you do to get ready for your day? While most days require only 
routine preparation, others need something extra. It could be because you are not at 
your best. Sleep escaped you, seasonal allergies are responding to the high pollen 
count, or relatives unexpectedly arrived yesterday. The multiplied steps could also be 
because of what awaits you when you leave home. The day might be a struggle—a 
presentation, a confrontation, a new challenge, or the conclusion of an opportunity that 
has run its course. 

Judah faced a day like that. After more than a decade of peace, a well-armed enemy 
approached from the south. Asa had made some preparations (v. 7-8), but it would not 
be enough. His army was half the size of his foe’s. The rising sun (“Zerah” means “rising 
light, dawn”) brought a new threat to God’s people. 

There was no warning. Neither was there any panic. Not a hint of it. Why? Because 
Asa faced his God before he faced his opponent. 

The words he said in prayer to God were nothing new for him. They encapsulated 
his attitude since the inception of his reign. He voiced them as the army entered the 
battle to publicly declare his dependence on God and to promote faith inside his men. 
My prayer is that his words will have the same effect on you. 
 

1. Express your incompetence. “them that have no power” (v. 11) 
 
Asa met Judah’s adversary twenty-three miles SW of Jerusalem. The time spent 
getting to the battlefield gave Asa ample opportunity to bolster the army’s spirits. 
“I know the odds aren’t good, but they aren’t bad either. 2 to 1. Our nation has 
faced worse situations and been victorious. Guys, we can do this!” He could 
have said that, but he didn’t.  

Instead of speaking encouraging words to his men, he uttered a desperate 
plea to God: “God, numbers mean nothing to you (cf. 1 Sam. 14:6).” Can’t you 
see Asa’s hand as he points to the Ethiopians when he refers to “many” and then 
indicates his own army as those that have “no power.”  

How would you feel if someone said those words about you? Would you 
be offended? Or would you humbly acknowledge the accuracy of the statement? 
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“Without God’s help, we will fail.” It’s not a catchy slogan. Don’t expect it to 
get you elected to office. But a humble plea for God’s help from people who have 
been consistently obedient to Him always produces positive results. “God, we 
need you. We are lost without you. Help us.” In a world full of pride and self-
sufficiency, these words will get God’s attention.  
 

2. Express your confidence. “we rest on thee” (v. 11) 
 
Anguish. Tension. Foreboding. Anxiety. These are the expected emotions as you 
near the front lines, especially when the conflict’s outcome is in question. Asa 
didn’t speak of these in his prayer. He spoke of rest. When most of us would 
have been restless, he was at peace.  

Asa’s calm was not founded on some secret weapon Israel possessed. 
Nor was it in the defenses he had constructed or the training he had conducted. 
Asa shared the perspective that his great-great-grandfather, David, had 
articulated as he approached Goliath. In any battle, the deciding factor is not the 
size of your army or your enemy but the strength of your God. 
 

3. Express your connection. “in thy name we go” (v. 11) 
 
Battle, whether it be between teams on the sports field or between nations on 
sea and land, produces legends. The names of those who perform exceptionally 
soon become the topic of household conversation. Crowns in the form of medals 
around the neck, bars pinned to the chest, or trophies on the mantle can become 
the motivation for participation. Though Asa’s name is attached to this battle and 
its success, elevating himself was not the passion that drove him. 

Asa wanted glory for God’s name! And he reminded God that since Israel 
was God’s people, whatever happened to them (and whatever they did) would 
reflect on Him; it would impact what people thought of God. Now, God is willing 
to make His name look bad if that’s what it takes to bring His people to 
repentance. But currently, the people were living in obedience. It was time for 
God to shine! 
 

4. Express your commitment. “O LORD, thou art our God” (v. 11) 
 
People make commitments in crisis situations. Nothing unusual there. Asa, 
however, did not need a predicament to help him choose his God. He had done 
that during a time of peace (v. 3-4). His words here only reiterated what he had 
already communicated through his previous actions. 
 The book of Judges describes a different scenario. Peace and prosperity 
brought cycles of adultery and idolatry. It wasn’t until God provided a painful 
reminder of sin’s consequences that Israel would sheepishly come back to God 
and proclaim Him as their choice. 
 Later in the story of God’s people, Nebuchadnezzar threatened three 
young men with a fiery furnace if they did not bow to his image. They stood, not 
in pride or arrogance, but in determination. They knew who their God was, and 
no danger, whether threatened or realized, would shake their faith.   
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Conclusion: Days like the one Asa faced come unexpectedly. One translation (NLT) 
starts verse nine with the word “once.” No time-frame, no provocation, and no 
instructions. The day came, and with it, so did the problem. You’ve had days like that. 
You will have more of them. 

Don’t wait until the enemy is upon you to express your trust in God. You don’t 
know what today will bring and how quickly your prolonged peace can come to an end. 
However, if you face your God before you face your enemy, then all you will see of your 
adversary is his backside as he runs away in humiliating defeat.  
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