
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Leave a Legacy 

 
Introduction: Paul J. Meyer in his book, Unlocking Your Legacy, says, “When all is said 
and done, each of us will leave only four things behind: 
 1. Memories—thoughts that others have of us. 
 2. Souvenirs—proof of our existence. 
 3. Trophies—records of our achievements. 
 4. Legacies—everything you are and possess today. 
Eventually, memories will fade, and souvenirs and trophies will disappear (be lost, 
stolen, or sold at garage sales)." Only our legacy will remain. 
 
A legacy is something handed down from one generation to the next. It can be a sum of 
money, a piece of property, a cherished memory, a lasting value, or a compelling vision. 
One powerful moment may constitute our legacy, or the repetition of tasks and service 
over a lifetime may be our legacy. Legacy is a value judgment resulting from our 
behavior and remaining in the minds of others. It is the cumulative, informal record of 
how close we came to the person we intended to be. In essence, everything we are and 
possess today, whether good or bad, is our legacy.  
 
The Bible does not use the word legacy. But God’s view of legacy is evident throughout 
scripture. Solomon wrote, “The remembrance of the righteous is a blessing, but the 
name of the wicked will rot” (Prov. 10:7). Another proverb stated; “A good man leaves 
an inheritance to his grandchildren, but the sinner’s wealth is stored up for the 
righteous” (Prov. 13:22).  
 
Leaving a legacy is not as simple as three easy steps. It requires intentional effort, 
course adjustment, and relationship renegotiation. Here are some practical principles to 
live with the end in mind. 
 

1. Live by the compass, not the clock. (Psalm 43:3) 
The clock represents our commitments, appointments, schedules, goals, and 
activities—often they are urgent. The compass, on the other hand, represents our 
vision, values, principles, mission, direction, and destiny—the critical issues of life that 
we believe, but not usually screaming at us with urgency. Leaving a legacy is 
dependent on us choosing the important over the urgent. Dwight Eisenhower used to 
say, "The urgent is seldom important, while the important is seldom urgent." When we 
focus on the important, we establish a clear sense of direction that is the necessary 
foundation for a legacy.  
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2. Choose significance over success. (Acts 13:36) 

Social researchers indicate that we live our lives on one of three levels. Some live on 
the survival level with a primary concern for food, clothing, shelter, and physical well-
being. Most live on the success level, having food, clothing, shelter, and relative 
physical well-being. Having achieved a modicum of success, they discover that this 
level does not provide meaning and fulfillment. These first two levels offer the hope of 
purpose and satisfaction but always disappoint over time. The third level, significance, 
knows that life matters. People living on this level are making a difference and making 
an impact. They are making a contribution and doing something meaningful with their 
lives. They are giving themselves to that which is more significant than themselves.  
 
The last agenda item of life should not be “What is the meaning of life?” or “How can I 
make my life count?” Those questions need to be asked and answered at the outset of 
life, not at the conclusion. 
 

3. Be a giver, not just a taker. (Luke 6:38) 
In Israel, a striking picture of life is presented by looking at the two famous bodies of 
water connected by the Jordan River. In northern Israel, the Sea of Galilee flourishes 
like an oasis in the desert. This lake is vibrant and alive. The Jordan River flows into the 
lake and then flows out of it, dumping its water into the Dead Sea sixty miles to the 
south. The Dead Sea is the lowest point on planet Earth and contains more than 25% 
salt. Because of the salt content, humans couldn’t sink if they tried. But the lake 
supports very little marine life. Here are two different bodies of water. One is alive, the 
other dead. Why? Because the Sea of Galilee takes but also gives while the Dead Sean 
takes in water but gives none away. The contrast is distinct: The Sea of Galilee gives 
and supports life; the Dead Sea only takes, and no life exists. 
  
Only in giving our lives away will we make a lasting contribution. God wired the universe 
so that we don’t find significance and even happiness in getting. We find significance 
and joy comes as a by-product when we give ourselves away.  

 
For this to happen, our focus must be turned outward instead of inward. Our ultimate 
goal is to give instead of to get. We desire to serve rather than to be served. Too many 
people spend an entire lifetime focusing only on themselves, on what they can get out 
of life, rather than what they can give. Significance comes not from success; but by 
serving others. Don’t confuse income with influence.   

 
4. Change your gaze to how you will finish from where you started. (Hebrews 

9:27) 
After an exhaustive study of the men and women of the Bible, Howard Hendricks of 
Dallas Theological Seminary concluded that there are approximately one hundred 
detailed biographies in the Bible. He notes that almost two-thirds of those men and 
women ended poorly. Either they turned to immorality, or they drifted away from the 
faith, or they ended their lives in a backslidden condition. Only one-third finished well.  
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Once when John Wesley was asked to explain the spiritual strength of the early 
Methodists, he replied, “Our people die well.” But to die well, you have to finish well.  

 
Finishing well doesn’t happen by accident. John “The Penguin” Bingham is both a 
runner and someone who knows how to motivate others to run marathons successfully. 
What is his secret? He said: “As I stand at the starting line, I know that somewhere out 
there is a finish line. Somewhere and someday is a finish line for all of us. Most of us 
probably think the finish line is a few years down the road, maybe 10 years or 20 years 
or 30 years away. We have an appointment with death. We don’t know when or where 
or how, but it’s going to happen. That’s one appointment we won’t miss and can’t 
postpone. 
 

5. Begin today not tomorrow. (Psalm 119:60) 
We are called to live life today, not to dream about how history will portray us tomorrow. 
Leaving a legacy is too important to postpone till next week or when we have a little 
more time. Leaving a legacy begins today.  
 What can you do today for God’s kingdom? 
 What can you do today for your community? 
 What can you do today for your church? 
 What can you do today for your spouse? 
 What can you do today for your children? 
 
We should live our lives in such a way that will ensure that we leave a good legacy. Our 
legacy is about the life we live now and the choices we make today. It’s not about 
preparing for posterity; it’s about living will today. If we live well today, we’ll leave behind 
something worth remembering. 
 
Conclusion: If our lives were to end tomorrow then there would be no more opportunity 
for us to do anything, would we be happy with what we had done, or would we have 
regrets? 
 
The movie The Emperor’s Club tells the story of a teacher and the impact he had on a 
group of students. In the opening scene, the teacher stated: “Great ambition and 
conquest without contribution is without significance. What will your contribution be? 
How will history remember you?”  
 
Good questions, aren’t they? What will our contributions be? How will history remember 
us? What will we leave behind? What will be our legacy? 
 
 

Rick Ezell is a pastor and writer. You can read more of his writings at 
www.rickezell.com.  


