
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Remember 
God’s Faithfulness.  

 
Introduction: Faithfulness is not a word we often hear these days. Sometimes we listen 
to it at retirement parties. "After 25 years of faithful service, you get a gold watch.” Or 
we use it to describe our dog. “My dog may be old and ugly, but he’s faithful.” And we 
use the word to describe the most famous geyser in America, “Old Faithful” at 
Yellowstone National Park. Old Faithful is not the biggest or the most powerful geyser in 
America. What makes it famous is its faithfulness. It’s like clockwork. Dependable. 
People appreciate dependability, even in a geyser. 
 
But faithful people are rare. It’s not easy to find someone who can be counted on, one 
who will be devoted to the end, one who is dependable through thick and thin. The fact 
is that not everyone who volunteers comes through. Not everyone who says they will 
perform a task actually does it. Not everyone who makes a commitment can be counted 
on. “Many a person proclaims his own loyalty, but who can find a trustworthy person?” 
(Prov. 20:6). The NIV translates this verse: “Many claim to have unfailing love, but a 
faithful person who can find? (Prov. 20:6 NIV). A lot of people talk the talk, but they are 
not walking the walk. The lack of faithfulness causes frustration. But when devotion is 
displayed and lived out, it is noticed and appreciated by others.  
 
Here are a few key ways God grows faithfulness in his followers.  
 

1. Be faithful in the little things. (Luke 16:10) 
Faithfulness begins in being faithful in small things—the unwelcomed, often demeaning, 
thankless tasks that we would rather not do but we are asked to do. Faithfulness is 
being honest in private as we are in public. If a person lies to themselves in private how 
can they be trusted in larger areas?  

 
Gwen arrived home late from a business trip Friday night. On Saturday she had 
promised a group of ladies at the church she would take clothes to the clothes shelter. 
She really wanted to sleep in, and, it was such a little thing, but she had made a 
promise. She could have easily made up a story to excuse her involvement. But these 
ladies were new Christians, and they were counting on her. She went. 
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2. Be faithful to use your talents to serve God. (1 Peter 4:10) 
Loyal people’s abilities are not merely for their benefit, but they're to be used to make 
the world a better place. The talents aren’t given for our sake, but to serve other people. 
God wants us to be faithful in using them. 
 
If you don’t use your talent, you lose it. Ability is like a muscle. Muscles used get 
stronger; muscles not used get weaker. 
 
My sixth grade Sunday School teacher lacked a college degree. He stuttered. But he 
had the gift of teaching and loved us. Each week he came to class prepared. He was 
loaded with games and puzzles and activities that communicated the glorious riches of 
God's Word. He employed his talents, and God blessed him and us. 
 

3. Be faithful during tough times. (2 Cor. 4:16-18) 
The difference between faithful people and unfaithful people is unfaithful people give up 
at the first sign of difficulty. Loyal people keep on keeping on. Trustworthy people are 
determined. Faithful people are diligent. Faithful people persist. Faithful people don’t 
know how to quit.  
 
Like an acorn. An oak tree is an acorn that refused to give up.  
 
God often allows trials, troubles, tribulations, problems, and setbacks in our lives to 
teach us diligence, determination, and character. The problems we encounter test our 
faith.  
 
Ralph and Erma were standing at their fiftieth wedding anniversary celebration. The 
years had robbed them of their trim physiques. Ralph’s hairline had gone south, while 
Erma’s had gone gray. They had had their share of spats and fights, pains and 
heartaches, but they hung together. They experienced problems, trials, and troubles, 
but they kept the faith. Fifty years ago, they stood in the church and exchanged rings as 
symbols of the vows they were pledging. They promised to be faithful to each other for 
the rest of their lives. And, they were.        
 

4. Be faithful to give even when you don’t have it. (2 Cor. 8:2-4) 
Paul’s letter to the Corinth church bragged on the Macedonia church for their 
generosity. These people were struggling, but they were faithful in their generosity. 
 
Faithful people are generous even when they don't have it to give. Anybody can be 
liberal when they've got a surplus. We can be generous with our time or our money 
when we’ve got extra time. Faithfulness comes when we don’t have enough time or 
money or energy or health to give it away to help others, but we do anyway. The acid 
test of faithfulness is finances. The handling of finances is the confirmation of trust in 
God.  
 

5. Be faithful in building the faith of others. (2 Timothy 2:2)  
Every believer needs a Paul and a Timothy. A Paul is a mature person who encourages 
and coaches us spiritually. A Timothy is being trained and equipped by a Paul. A Paul 
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doesn’t need to be a hundred steps ahead of a Timothy. They just need to be involved 
in a Timothy’s life to pray, instruct, encourage, and mentor in the faith.  
 
Conclusion: Faithfulness is intertwined with faith. Faith and faithfulness are not isolated 
concepts, each neatly tucked into a box. One cannot separate faith and faithfulness. 
Faithfulness is an outgrowth of faith. Faith without faithfulness is incomplete. It is not 
enough for us to come to faith in Christ; we must also walk in faithfulness. 
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