
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Pursue 
Godliness.  

 
Introduction: No higher compliment can be paid a Christian than to refer to him or her 
as a godly person. Such a person takes God and the things of God seriously. 
      
Godliness is not an option in the development of contagious character. Holiness is not 
reserved for a few quaint Christians of a bygone era or for some group of super saints 
of today. The privilege and duty of every Christian are to pursue godliness, to study 
godliness, and to practice godliness.  
  
There is an account in the Old Testament of a people who failed to take God seriously. 
These ancient Hebrews had escaped the slavery and punishment of Egyptian rule. On 
their journey home to Israel, they witnessed the miracle of God parting the water at the 
Red Sea that brought doom to their Egyptian pursuers. These people had everything. 
God guided them with a cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. God delivered them 
through the Red Sea. God’s leader, Moses, was out in front of them. God provided 
nourishment with manna from heaven and water from the rock. They were surrounded 
by unparalleled privileges. God's presence was constant. His workings were evident. 
They had been given a heritage of godliness. In fact, one would think that these people 
would be the epitome of piety. But they were not. The apostle Paul wrote of these 
people, “Nevertheless God was not pleased with most of them, since they were struck 
down in the wilderness” (1 Cor. 10:5). As they journeyed from Egypt, they played 
games with their lives and with God.  
 

1. What does godliness mean? 
What happened to these potential saints? What caused their demise? Paul, again, 
surmises their tragedy and death, “Don’t become idolaters as some of them were; as it 
is written, ‘The people sat down to eat and drink, and got up to party’” (1 Cor. 10:7). Or, 
“indulge in pagan revelry” (1 Cor. 10:7 NIV). It sounded like a fraternity party. The 
supernatural became commonplace. God-talk abounded. But they lacked a reverence 
and awe for God. They became callused to the divine. They became careless in their 
values. They forgot their heritage. Apathy ran rampant. They did not mean business 
with God. The relationship with him became a farce.   
 
Sound familiar? Never in the history of the world has one country been so blessed. We 
are inundated with churches, Christian radio and television, Christian magazines and 
books, Christian schools, Christian conferences and seminars, and on and on and on. 
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Never has the potential for religious instruction been so paramount. Our churches 
should be overflowing with godly men and women. Are they? All too often, we walk 
down the same paths of carnality as these ancient Hebrews. We make light of what we 
should honor. We wink at what we should weep about. We play with what we should 
take quite seriously. 
       
At its very foundation, godliness is taking God seriously. The heartbeat of the godly 
person is the desire to respect and reverence the things of God. This does not mean 
they are serious-minded at all times. They enjoy life because they enjoy the Creator of 
life.  
  

2. What does Godliness look like? 
How do you know if you are taking God seriously? Several distinct behaviors radiate 
from a godly person’s life. 
 

• A thirst for God.  
Godly people long for God. David expressed it this way, “As the deer pants for 
streams of water, so my soul pants for you, O God. My soul thirsts for God, for 
the living God. When can I go and meet with God?” (Psalm 42:1-2 NIV). What 
could be more intense than a hunted deer’s thirst for water? Intensity for God is 
the heartbeat of a godly person. Godliness doesn’t come by sitting passively by 
waiting for it to drop in your lap. It requires hard work, enduring perseverance, 
and a continued effort. In a manner of speaking, “You have to run for it with 
everything you got.” The godly person is content in their relationship with God, 
but never satisfied with the present experience. They always yearn for more. 

  
• A focus on God.  

The pursuer of godliness focuses attention on God in all things.  The trouble and 
tragedy of modern man are that we tend to divert our focus away from God. It is 
entirely possible to become an idolater. An idol is anything that draws our 
attention and adoration away from God. Jerry Bridges noted that “Godliness is an 
exercise or discipline that focuses upon God.”  

 
• The worship of God.  

Worship enables us to acknowledge God properly.  We see him as he is—
Majestic and Sovereign, and we see ourselves, as we are—finite and helpless. 
The godly person removes himself from the center of his world and puts God in 
his proper place. In fact, the Greek word rendered godliness embodies the idea 
of worship rightly directed.   

       
• Service to other people.  

The godly individual not only gives God his due; he also serves his fellow man 
and gives him his contribution. Someone said, "Some people are so heavenly 
minded they are no earthly good.” It’s when people are heavenly minded that 
they can be of earthly good. As we invest time with God, he will guide us to serve 
others. Godly people know that service is an outgrowth of worship. The best 
evidence of godliness is not the monk who lives in the monastery secluded from 
people. It is the person who lives a godly life among crying children, busy 
schedules, foul-mouthed workers, and rain-soaked days by serving other people. 
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Conclusion: The life of godliness will not come easy. All the courage, discipline, and 
persistence you can muster will be needed for taking God seriously. Godliness may not 
be an easy life, but it is a distinguishable life. Other people will take notice. The godly 
person takes on the nature that reflects the very nature of God. People will take note of 
such a life. 
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