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He Said What? Hard Sayings of Jesus — Session 1 — EXTRA! 
Ideas for Adults 
Date: April 14, 2019 
God Won’t Forgive This Sin 
The Point: God does not forgive those who reject Jesus and 

never seek His forgiveness 

 

Get Into the Study 

Use the following information to introduce Question #1. 

The BuzzFeed website recently published an article titled “16 Parents Who Definitely Got Creative with This Whole 
Punishing Thing.” Here are some of the “creative” punishments children described their parents giving them: 

 “My parents would make my older brother and sister choose one of the encyclopedias, turn to a random 
page, and start copying everything down until my parents told them to stop." 

 “My punishment wasn’t to go to my room, it was to watch C-SPAN. I would have to watch politics for 
hours.” 

 “My sisters and I would have to memorize passages from Shakespeare together. It was horrible to be 
fighting and then together for half an hour or more memorizing and reciting until my dad returned.” 

 “When I was a kid, anytime my grandfather heard me say I was bored, he'd make me read the newspaper 
next to him." 

Say: Perhaps you recall some the things you did as a child that earned you a punishment. Then call attention to 
Question #1 (Growing up, what was an “unforgiveable sin” in your home?) and invite volunteers to respond. 

Information for this post was gleaned from: 

https://www.buzzfeed.com/audreyworboys/parents-creative-punisments 

  

Study the Bible 

Use the following information to supplement Question #3. 

In 2015, Tony Karnes preached a sermon focusing on James 1:27 (“Pure and undefiled religion before our God and 
Father is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself unstained by the world.”) 
Soon after that sermon, Karnes, senior pastor at Michael Memorial Baptist Church in Gulfport, Mississippi, decided 
to visit the Harrison County children’s shelter. The shelter was filled with children, many who had been taken from 
their homes because of neglect or abuse. The shelter was designed as a place where children stayed a short time 
before they were placed in foster homes. But because of the lack of foster homes, some of the children had been 
living in the shelter for months. 

Karnes returned to his church family with a dream to recruit 100 families to be licensed as foster homes so the 
children at the shelter could be “rescued.” The state’s process for approving foster families could take a year or 
more. So Karnes worked with his church members to propose a streamlined process to Mississippi Department of 
Child Protection Services (CPS). CPS adopted the streamlined plan, and the foster care plan got a name—Rescue 
100. Since the Rescue 100 program began in 2016, more than 300 families in Mississippi have been licensed for 
foster care. 

https://www.buzzfeed.com/audreyworboys/parents-creative-punisments


Sabrea Smith directs Rescue 100 for CPS. She says the program has helped build a "foster care movement 
throughout the church community. We are seeing our churches wrap around not only our foster families and 
foster children, but even our biological families to help provide services for them to stay together.” 

"It's just amazing to watch and be a part of," Smith said. "We have churches all across the state now that are 
providing services like support groups, care closets, counseling, meals for our foster families. You just name it and 
they're seeing a need and they're jumping in there and getting it done, which takes a lot of the stress and pressure 
off of the foster care system." 

Say: The CPS employee Sabrea Smith, says “it’s just amazing to watch and be a part of” in describing the impact 
church families are having on the foster care system in Mississippi. Then call attention to Question #3 (What are 
some ways our culture responds to the work of Christ?) and invite volunteers to share responses. 

Information for this post was gleaned from: 

http://www.bpnews.net/52587/churchs-foster-care-initiative-embraced-statewide 

— Donna McKinney wrote this Leader Extra. Donna is retired from a career with the federal government of the 
United States. She is a veteran Bible study group leader living in North Carolina.  

 

 Additional Questions 

Icebreaker Questions 
 When have you witnessed the power of forgiveness? 
 Who do you know that's really good at forgiving others? 
 When have you seen forgiveness impact a relationship in a significant way? 

 
Matthew 12:22-23 

 What do these verses reveal about Jesus' power and identity?' 
 How has Jesus demonstrated His power in your life or in the life of someone you know? 
 What roles did Jesus, the people who brought him to Jesus, and this man play in this healing? 

 
Matthew 12:24-29 

 Why do you think the works of God are often difficult to believe? 
 What can Christ-followers do to present a clear picture of what Jesus is doing in the world? 
 What can we learn from these verses about how Jesus and the Holy Spirit work together? 

 
Matthew 12:30-32 

 What are the consequences of willful and persistent unbelief? 
 What are the consequences of willful and persistent unbelief? 
 How would you explain blasphemy against the Spirit and why does God refuse to forgive this 

sin? 
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