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Engaging Culture in an Ever-Changing World — Session 6 — 
EXTRA! Ideas for Adults 
Date: February 17, 2019 
When Materialism Consumes 

The Point: Possessions never satisfy nor last, but the love of God does. 

 

Get Into the Study 

Use the following information to introduce Question #1. 

The GOBankingRates website recently surveyed 1,000 Americans, asking questions about their financial resolutions 
for 2019. Here’s how the people surveyed responded when asked “What will be your financial New Year’s 
resolution(s) for 2019?”: 

36% said – “save more money” 

23% said – “pay off debt” 

18% said – “stick to a budget” 

15% said – “find a new job/increase my income” 

10% said –“invest more” 

9% said – “put more money toward retirement” 

8% said – “buy a house” 

2% said -- Other 

30% said -- “I will not make a financial resolution” 

Say: People have lots of different ideas about how they want to spend (or save) their money. Then call attention to 
Question #1 (What’s your favorite thing to spend money on?) and invite the group to respond. 

Information for this post was gleaned from here: 

https://www.gobankingrates.com/saving-money/holiday/americans-choose-money-over-love/ 

  

Study the Bible 

Use the following information to supplement Question #3. 

A recent survey about self-storage facilities in the U.S. shows that currently there are between 44,000 and 52,000 
storage facilities in the U.S. (the number varies a little depending on how this figure is calculated). That adds up to 
about 2.3 billion square feet of storage space. When they computed the amount of self-storage space per person, 
it comes to 7.06 square feet of rentable storage space per person in the U.S. Almost 1 in 10 people in the U.S. rent 
storage space right now. 

Say: Americans have so much stuff that we need more than 44,000 storage facilities to hold the stuff. Then call 
attention to Question #3 (How do we navigate the tension between enjoying our possessions and being consumed 
by them?). Invite the group to respond. 

Information for this post was gleaned from here: 

https://www.gobankingrates.com/saving-money/holiday/americans-choose-money-over-love/


https://www.sparefoot.com/self-storage/news/1432-self-storage-industry-statistics/ 

— Donna McKinney wrote this Leader Extra. Donna is retired from a career with the federal government of the 
United States. She is a veteran Bible study group leader living in North Carolina.  

 

Additional Questions 

Icebreaker 
 What's your favorite thing to spend money on? 
 What's the first thing you remember buying with your own money? 
 When do you feel most like a "consumer"? 

 
1 John 2:12-14 

 What were some key steps in your journey of knowing God? 
 What has helped you know God better now than when you first came to Christ? 
 What do these verses teach us about spiritual growth and maturity? 

 
1 John 2:15-17 

 What strategies have you used to turn your focus toward God and away from things? 
 Based on this passage, what does it mean to "love the world"? 
 Why do you think the desire to possess more "things" is so strong in our culture? 

 
1 John 2:16-18 

 How does a focus on the gospel change our perspective toward our possessions? 
 Who do you know that demonstrates love for God and others with their possessions? 
 How would you describe a godly attitude toward our possessions? 
 How is our attitude toward God reflected in our attitude toward our possessions? 

 
 

https://www.sparefoot.com/self-storage/news/1432-self-storage-industry-statistics/

