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Engaging Culture in an Ever-Changing World — Session 1— 
EXTRA! Ideas for Adults 
Date: January 13, 2019 
When Races Collide 
The Point: Our relationship with Christ should be reflected in 

our unity with one another. 

 

Get Into the Study 

Use the following information to introduce Question #1. 

The U.S. Census Bureau projects that by 2060, the percentage of the U.S. population that is foreign born will reach 
19%. In the U.S. today, English is the main language for 82.9% of the people. For 12.85% of the U.S. population, 
Spanish is the main language. For 0.64% of the population, Chinese is the main language. And for 0.9% of the U.S. 
population, Native American languages are the main language. According to the U.S. Census Bureau’s “U.S. and 
World Population Clock,” the U.S. population gains an international migrant every 29 seconds. 

Say: The United States is a country of rich diversity in languages, cultures, and people. 

Then call attention to Question #1 (What do you appreciate most about other cultures?) and invite the group to 
respond. 

Information for this post was gleaned from here: 

http://worldpopulationreview.com/countries/united-states-population/ 

https://www.census.gov/popclock/ 

ashleygraceemmert.blogspot.com. 

  

Study the Bible 

Use the following information to supplement Question #2. 

In an NBC News poll conducted earlier this year, the results show that most Americans believe that racism is a 
“major problem in American society and politics.” In the survey, 64% of Americans said that racism remains a 
major problem. Among Americans, 30% believe that racism exists today, but that it is not a major problem. Racism 
“once existed but no longer exists” according to 3% of the people surveyed. And 1% of Americans surveyed believe 
that racism has “never been a major problem.” When asked if race relations in the United States is getting worse, 
45% of people agreed that it is. 

Say: The majority of Americans agree that racism is a problem in our country. Then call attention to Question #2? 
(How does racial prejudice impact the church’s witness?) and invite the group to respond. 

Information for this post was gleaned from here: 

https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/politics-news/poll-64-percent-americans-say-racism-remains-major-problem-
n877536 

— Donna McKinney wrote this Leader Extra. Donna is retired from a career with the federal government of the 
United States. She is a veteran Bible study group leader living in North Carolina.  
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Additional Questions 

Icebreaker 

 When have you enjoyed experiencing a culture different than yours? 
 Where do you see different cultures represented in the businesses in your community? 
 What positive impact do different cultures and ethnicities bring to your community? 

Ephesians 2:11-12 

 What is the importance of remembering who we were before knowing Christ? 
 How would you describe life without Christ? 
 What are some differences that often divide people today? 

Ephesians 2:13-18 

 How do you typically respond when you encounter division? 
 When have you experienced the benefits of unity within the church? 
 What do you find personally encouraging in these verses? 

Ephesians 2:19-22 

 How does our reconciliation with God help us reconcile with others? 
 How do these verses help us understand our relationships with other Christians? 
 According to these verses, what is our purpose as God's people on earth? 


