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How to Pray — Session 2— EXTRA! Ideas for Adults 
Date: October 21, 2018 
A Prayer of Praise 
The Point: Our prayers are driven by the desire to honor God. 

 

Get Into the Study 

Begin by sharing this news item: 

Each year Forbes magazine publishes a list of the “World’s Most Powerful People.” Their 2018 list of most powerful 
people includes these people in the top five: 

(1) Xi Jinping (president of the People’s Republic of China), 

(2) Vladimir Putin (president of Russia), 

(3) Donald Trump (president of U.S.), 

(4) Angela Merkel (chancellor of Germany), and 

(5) Jeff Bezos (CEO and founder of Amazon.com). 

Say: These people made the Forbes list because of their success in politics or business. Then call attention to 
Question #1 (What’s a name you associate with greatness?) and invite the group to respond. 

Information for this post was gleaned from here: 

https://www.forbes.com/powerful-people/list/#tab:overall 

  

Study the Bible 

Use the following information to supplement Question #5. 

Share this news story: 

Barron Martin founded a church in the Memphis neighborhood where he grew up. There might have been easier 
places to start a new church, but Martin felt God’s call to the West Frayser area of Memphis. So he started the One 
Faith Christian Center Church and serves as the pastor. The church is committed to reaching youth and children for 
Jesus in the West Frayser neighborhood. "Frayser is high in gang violence, high in crime, high in poverty," Martin 
said. "But we can give our people hope by teaching them the basic principles of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. When 
they apply that, they will see an effective change in their lives. And when that effective change comes, we have a 
better community." Martin calls it “the church without walls.” They have a steady presence in the neighborhood, 
even meeting with gang leaders, and working to bring peace to the community. The church runs many tutoring and 
mentoring programs in the neighborhood too. Martin is a bi-vocational pastor – when he’s not leading the church 
he works as an HVACR (heating, ventilation, air condition and refrigeration) technician. Martin was living in the 
suburbs as an adult when he started pastoring. But he said, “God compelled me to go back to my community and 
help those people get out of the condition that they're presently in." 

Say: Barron Martin is making his life an offering that honors God in the Memphis neighborhood where he was 
raised. Then call attention to Question #5 (How can we practically make our lives offerings that honor God?) and 
invite the group to respond. 

Information for this post was gleaned from here: 

http://www.bpnews.net/51595/memphis-pastor-leading-church-without-walls 

https://www.forbes.com/powerful-people/list/#tab:overall
http://www.bpnews.net/51595/memphis-pastor-leading-church-without-walls


— Donna McKinney wrote this Leader Extra. Donna is retired from a career with the federal government of the 
United States. She is a veteran Bible study group leader living in North Carolina.  

 

Additional Questions 

Icebreaker 
 When has a name or nickname meant a lot to you? 
 Who in your life is generous with praise? 
 What hymn or praise song has meant a lot to you? Why? 

 
Matthew 6:9b; Psalm 96:1-3 

 What are some ways we can declare God's glory today? 
 How does acknowledging God's name as holy make a difference when we pray? 
 In what contexts do we typically celebrate like the psalmist is celebrating in these verses? 

 
Psalm 96:4-6 

 When have you felt compelled to worship God? 
 What do you find encouraging in these verses? 
 What qualities of God are you especially grateful for this week? Why? 

 
Psalm 96:7-9 

 How can you make praise a vital part of your prayer life? 
 What instructions for worship are included in this psalm? 
 How does praising God impact our faith? 

 


