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Nehemiah — Session 6— EXTRA! Ideas for Adults 
Date: August 26, 2018 
Praise 
The Point: Serving God includes celebrating His great work. 

 

Get Into the Study 

Use this story to introduce Question #1: What’s a memorable celebration you’ve been a part of?  

It’s August and kids are heading back to school. There may be some excitement in “back to school” shopping and 
seeing friends again, but kids are often more likely to celebrate the beginning of summer than the beginning of the 
school year. Moms and dads, on the other hand, have mixed emotions. While a few moms are teary-eyed on the 
first day, others have started taking hilarious celebration pictures. Keshia Gardner, who has been taking these 
celebratory photos for the past few years, took it a step further this year by taking pictures of a “back to school 
party” at her Alabama farm. The posted picture, which includes pool toys, farm animals, and balloons, shows four 
unexcited children wearing backpacks while Keshia leaps across the frame, throwing confetti in celebration. 

Share some of the photos with your group and ask Question #1: What’s a memorable celebration you’ve been a 
part of?  

While the celebrations of moms sending their kids back to school may be a little tongue-in-cheek, celebrating 
God’s work in our lives should be sincere. 

Direct the group to the point of this session: Serving God includes celebrating His great work.  

 Nikki Wilbanks has a background in commercial real estate appraisal and investment, but is thrilled to be a stay-at-
home mom, writer, and Bible study teacher, currently. She is a graduate of Pepperdine University, where she 
studied literature. She lives with her husband and two children in Murfreesboro, TN. 

 

Study the Bible 

Complete the following activity as a group to wrap up the session and for further discussion of Question #5.  

Reiterate: Upon completion of the wall, Nehemiah and the people gathered to celebrate the good work God had 
accomplished. 

Ask: What ways did they celebrate? (e.g. singing) Note answers on a dry erase board or piece of paper. 

Ask: What great works of God can we celebrate as a group? This might include specific answers to prayer, growth 
in the group, work the group has completed, or Christ’s sacrifice and your salvation. Write answers on a dry erase 
board or piece of paper. 

Ask group to consider the answers to the above questions as they answer Question #5: How can our group 
incorporate this kind of celebration into our community?  

Invite volunteers to plan a celebration for your group. 

Nikki Wilbanks has a background in commercial real estate appraisal and investment, but is thrilled to be a stay-at-
home mom, writer, and Bible study teacher, currently. She is a graduate of Pepperdine University, where she 
studied literature. She lives with her husband and two children in Murfreesboro, TN. 

 

  

https://abc13.com/family/this-mom-is-thrilled-to-be-sending-her-kids-back-to-school/1467385/
https://facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10212183126846484&set=a.2097407727882.112016.1626050757&type=3&theater


Additional Questions 

Icebreaker 
 What are your favorite things to celebrate? 
 What have you celebrated recently? What did you do to celebrate? 
 When have you been especially proud of completing a large project? 

 
Nehemiah 8:9-12 

 How would you describe the relationship between repentance and celebration? 
 How can our group incorporate this kind of celebration into our community? 
 In what way is repentance a cause for celebration? 

 
Nehemiah 12:27-31a 

 What are the benefits of celebrating as a group rather than just as an individual? 
 How can we help one another celebrate God's work more regularly? 
 What's happened recently in our group that we should pause to celebrate? 

 


