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Stand Up — Session 6— EXTRA! Ideas for Adults 
Date: May 27, 2018 
Keep Standing 
The Point: Don't become complacent—maintain vigilance. 

 

Get Into the Study 

Use the following information to introduce Question #1. 

Begin by sharing this news item: 

The annual running of the Kentucky Derby took place on May 6. The 1-1/4-mile race is sometimes called “the 
fastest two minutes in sports.” Yet the legendary Kentucky Derby celebrations last for weeks. The festivities 
include fireworks, concerts, a marathon, hot-air balloons, volleyball, golf, and even a steamboat race. More that 
1.5 million people have attended the Derby festivities in recent years. The celebrities taking part in this year’s 
celebration included former college basketball coach Denny Crum, television personality Montel Williams, actor 
Blair Underwood, Nashville band Judah and the Lion, Miss Kentucky 2017, and Miss America 2018. 

Say: The celebrations attached to the Kentucky Derby makes the news this time of year. But all of us have ways we 
like to celebrate life’s events. Then read Question #1 (What are some of your favorite ways to celebrate?) and 
invite volunteers to respond to the question. 

Information for this post was gleaned from here: 

 https://www.bizjournals.com/louisville/news/2018/04/26/here-are-the-celebrities-the-derby-festival-
will.html 

 https://discover.kdf.org/about-kdf-2/history-of-kentucky-derby-
festival/?_ga=2.151042169.1391521212.1525545825-612364511.1525545825 

 https://discover.kdf.org/about-kdf-2/what-is-the-kentucky-derby-festival/ 

 

Study the Bible 

Use the following information to supplement Question #3. 

Begin by sharing this news item: 

Lawrence Baldridge is 81 years old and he has served as the pastor of Caney Baptist Church for 54 years. His 
service there is remarkable, especially when you consider the average tenure of pastors nationally is three to four 
years (according to LifeWay Christian Resources). The church is located in Pippa Passes, Kentucky, in the heart of 
Appalachia. Since 1980 when the state convention began keeping records, Baldridge has baptized almost 200 new 
believers – an impressive number when you realize the population of Pippa Passes is a little under 650. "Lawrence 
is as good a man as ever pulled a breath," said John Short, a former state legislator who represented this area in 
Frankfort. "He came here more than a half century ago and has faithfully ministered to the sick, comforted the 
grieving and buried the dead. He's been there for the births of babies, for the weddings of our young men and 
women, for every major milestone in life. This good man has proven his faithfulness." 

Say: Lawrence Baldridge’s 50+ years of service as pastor at Caney Baptist Church are a testimony to his persistence 
in the ministry. Then read Question #3 (How would you describe the role of persistence in the Christian life?) and 
invite volunteers to respond to the question. 

Information for this post was gleaned from here: 

https://www.bizjournals.com/louisville/news/2018/04/26/here-are-the-celebrities-the-derby-festival-will.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/louisville/news/2018/04/26/here-are-the-celebrities-the-derby-festival-will.html
https://discover.kdf.org/about-kdf-2/history-of-kentucky-derby-festival/?_ga=2.151042169.1391521212.1525545825-612364511.1525545825
https://discover.kdf.org/about-kdf-2/history-of-kentucky-derby-festival/?_ga=2.151042169.1391521212.1525545825-612364511.1525545825
https://discover.kdf.org/about-kdf-2/what-is-the-kentucky-derby-festival/


http://www.bpnews.net/50515/appalachian-pastors-54-years-of-enduring-ministry 

— Donna McKinney wrote this Leader Extra. Donna is retired from a career with the federal government of the 
United States. She is a veteran Bible study group leader living in North Carolina.  

 

Additional Questions 

Icebreaker 
 What's your favorite story of persistence? 
 When have you seen persistence in action lately? 
 What have you celebrated recently? How did you celebrate? 
 
Esther 8:1-2 
 What do you find significant about the events in these verses? 
 What benefits are promised in Scripture for those who live upright lives? 
 Should we always expect to be rewarded and honored for our faithfulness? 
 
Esther 8:3-8 
 What obstacles make persistence so challenging? 
 What dilemma did the king face? 
 How important is persistence in the Christian life? Explain. 
 
Esther 9:20-22 
 How has rejoicing been a part of your spiritual life? 
 What responsibility do we have to speak up for the welfare of our Christian brothers and sisters? 
 How have you experienced God’s help or deliverance in your life? 
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