
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study He Said What?  
The Hard Sayings of Jesus, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture 
passages as the small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the 
pulpit. 
The Point:  Following Jesus takes priority over all other commitments. 
 
Introduction:  One of my favorite western movies is “Rio Grande”.  John Wayne played 
the commander of a cavalry outpost.  Early in the movie he receives some new recruits, 
one of whom is his estranged son.  He summons the young man to his tent to have a 
talk with him.  He tells him, “You’ve chosen my way of life, and I hope you’re up to it.  
But put out of your mind any notion of it being a way of glory.  It’s a way of hardship, 
and devotion to our oath and to your duty.”   
My Dad was a career soldier, and I’m sure he would have concurred with that 
sentiment.  The Bible often compares followers of Christ to soldiers.  He has called us to 
follow Him at all costs, and He has not promised us it would be easy.  On the contrary, 
He warned us it would be difficult.  What does it take to be a devoted follower of Jesus? 

I. It takes courage. 
 
A. A man came to Jesus and said, “I will follow You wherever You go.” 

1. The man was likely sincere, but he probably did not realize what it 
meant to follow Jesus. 
a. He wanted to share in the glory, but he had not thought about all 

the suffering that was involved.   
b. Like many Jews in his day, he probably thought the Messiah was 

going to lead a big revolution against the Roman Empire. 
2. Jesus warned the man that His life was not easy. 

a. Even foxes and birds had places where they could bed down at 
night, but Jesus did not. 

b. It was Jewish custom to show hospitality to strangers, but at this 
point in His ministry, Jesus could not even count on that. 

B. Are we willing to follow Jesus even when it is not convenient? 
1. We have been blessed in America, but many Christians around the 

world are not so fortunate. 
• When I lived in Missouri, our state convention entered into a 

mission partnership with Romania.  One speaker recalled the days 
when they lived under Communist domination.  He said they didn’t 
know whether they would see their pastor again the next Sunday.  
In more recent days, the Chinese government has started cracking 
down on Christians.  Many people around the world are paying a 
heavy price just for claiming to be followers of Jesus. 

2. In America, our religious freedom is under assault. 
a. Christian business owners are being taken to court for refusing to 

serve same-sex “weddings”. 
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b. In Atlanta, a fire chief was dismissed simply because he expressed 
a negative opinion about homosexuality. 

3. Are you willing to follow Jesus even if it costs you to do so? 
. 

II. It takes commitment. 
 
A. Jesus called a second man to follow Him, but the man asked permission 

to bury his father first. 
1. On the surface, this seems like a reasonable request. 

a. In Jewish society, burying one’s parents was a sacred duty. 
b. Some speculate that the man’s father was still alive (if his father 

were dead, the man would have been making arrangements for his 
funeral).  However, the text does not specifically say this. 

2. Jesus told him to “let the dead bury their dead”. 
a. He was making a play on words.  He was saying, “Let the spiritually 

dead bury those who are physically dead.” 
b. The man’s duty to bury his father was important, but Jesus had a 

task for him that was even more important. 
B. Our commitment to Jesus outweighs our commitment to our families. 

1. The family is a sacred institution. 
a. Paul warned that any man who could not care for his family was not 

capable of caring for God’s house (1 Timothy 3:5). 
b. We should be wary of ministers who use God as an excuse for 

neglecting family responsibilities. 
• Jesus should take priority over your family, but that’s not always 

true of your ministry.  I always encourage younger pastors to keep 
their families first.  If you fail in the ministry, you can always try 
again, but you only get one shot at raising a family.   

2. Nevertheless, in many cultures, Christians do literally have to choose 
between Jesus and their families.  When that happens, Jesus must 
always come first. 
a. In Muslim cultures, people who choose to follow Christ are often 

disowned by their families. 
b. In the early church, many Jews were rejected by their families after 

they become followers of Christ (Philippians 4:8).  
 

III. It takes concentration. 
 
A. A third man wanted to follow Jesus, but first he wanted to go back home 

and say good-bye to his family. 
1. What was wrong with this request? 

a. When the prophet Elisha said good-bye to his parents, they had a 
farewell feast for him (1 Kings 19:21).  This man very likely had 
something similar in mind, and it would have taken time. 

b. Jesus’ business was much more urgent than Elisha’s. 
2. Jesus used the illustration of a man plowing a field. 

a. When a man plows a field, he must keep his eye on a fixed object 
ahead of him. 

b. If the plowman does not keep his eyes and his mind on his work, he 
will plow some very crooked rows. 

B. Following Jesus takes single-minded concentration. 
1. Many things in life can easily distract you from Jesus. 

a. Your career. 
b. Your pastimes. 
c. Your possessions. 
d. Your desire for social status. 
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e. Your family. 
2. The things listed above are not wrong in themselves, but you must 

seek the glory of Jesus above all. 
• Let us keep our priorities straight.  To paraphrase W.A. Criswell, 

your ministry is your vocation, and your vocation in the secular 
world is just for paying the bills! 

 
 
Conclusion: Vance Havner used to say, “Jesus Christ demands more complete 
allegiance than any dictator who ever lived.  The difference is, He has a right to it.”  Can 
you honestly say you would be willing to follow Jesus wherever He leads?  Are you 
willing to obey Him no matter what it costs?  I realize that’s a tall order, but to do any 
less is unworthy of Him.  When I was a teenager, there was a popular Christian song 
called “Whatever It Takes”.  The last line says, “Whatever it takes for my will to break, 
that’s what I’ll be willing to do.”  May that be the prayer of all of us. 
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