
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study He Said What?  
The Hard Sayings of Jesus, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture 
passages as the small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the 
pulpit. 
The Point:  Love your enemies even as Christ has loved you. 
 
Introduction:  An old song asks, “What’s Love Got to Do with It?”  When it comes to 
following Jesus, the answer is, “Everything!”  Jesus commanded us to love one another, 
and He said the key trait of His disciples is love (John 13:34-35).  The apostle John said 
anyone who does not love does not really know God (1 John 4:8).  Our Lord 
commanded us not only to love one another, but also to love our enemies.   
Interestingly, Jesus took for granted that we would have enemies.  He knew the world 
hated Him, and He warned His disciples that the world would hate them as well.  The 
question is not whether you’ll have enemies, but how you respond to them.  Why did He 
command us to love our enemies?  How is it possible for us to love them? 
 

I. The requirements for loving your enemies. 
 

A. What does it mean to love your enemies? 
1. It means responding to hatred with kindness. 

a. “Do good to them that hate you.” 
b. “Bless them that curse you.” 
c. “Pray for them which despitefully use you.” 

2. It means being slow to take vengeance. 
a. Slapping someone on the cheek was a serious insult, but Jesus 

told us not to retaliate. 
b. “Him that taketh away thy goods” – He was talking about thieves. 
• When I was a pastor in Missouri, our church was broken into twice.  

The second time, the thieves didn’t even take anything valuable.  
They broke one of our windows and tracked mud all through the 
building, but all they stole was a portable CD player and a few 
bottled soft drinks.  I told the church if the thieves had just asked, 
we could have given them those things!   

3. It is less about feelings and more about actions. 
• Robert H. Stein says, “Often loving feelings follow loving actions 

much like a caboose follows an engine.  Jesus’ commands, 
however, are addressed to the engine of the will and not the 
caboose of feelings.” 1 

B. Does this mean we should let others take advantage of us? 
1. We must balance this teaching against other Scriptures. 

a. Paul warned against subsidizing laziness (2 Thess. 3:10). 
b. We must not do anything that will compromise our testimony. 

2. We must be careful of our own motives. 
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a. Are you truly seeking justice, or do you just want revenge? 
b. Is it truly a matter of principle, or are you just trying to pacify your 

wounded pride? 
  

II. The reason for loving your enemies. 
 
A. Jesus stated some reasons why we should love our enemies. 

1. He based it on the “Golden Rule”. 
a. Do you like it when others are gracious and forgiving toward you?  

Then you should do the same to them. 
b. For that matter, what if God only showed love to people who 

deserved it?  Then we would all be in trouble. 
2. There’s nothing remarkable about loving people who love you, 

because even the pagans do that. 
a. They are good to people who are good to them. 
b. They lend to those who will pay them back. 

B. What are the results of loving your enemies? 
1. It makes an impression on them. 

a. It might make them feel ashamed of the wrong they’ve done to you 
(Romans 12:20). 

b. It will prevent them from justifying themselves. 
2. It’s a powerful testimony to others. 

 

III. The reward for loving your enemies. 
 
A. You will receive a reward in heaven. 

1. Jesus did not mean this would be our ticket into heaven. 
a. We are saved by God’s grace, not by works (Ephesians 2:8-9). 
b. Nevertheless, God’s grace does produce good works (Eph. 2:10). 

2. We will still have to give account to God (2 Corinthians 5:10). 
a. He will take note of when you did good to those who hated you, or 

when you gave to people who could not pay you back. 
b. Many people will enter heaven’s gates, but they will have nothing to 

show for their lives on earth (1 Corinthians 3:13-15). 
B. You will bring glory to God. 

1. You will be an example of His mercy. 
2. You will demonstrate the meaning of unconditional love. 
3. You will have opportunities to tell others about Jesus. 

 
Conclusion:  The story goes that shortly after the Civil War ended, a group of former 
Confederates paid a visit to President Lincoln.  They were very defensive, but Lincoln’s 
friendly and genial manner quickly disarmed them.  The meeting was quite pleasant, 
and the Confederate leaders left with a new respect for the man who had recently been 
their enemy.  A northern Congressman later criticized the President for being so 
gracious, and he said Lincoln should have had them shot as traitors.  Lincoln smiled 
and said, “Am I not destroying my enemies by making them my friends?” 2 

Unfortunately, Lincoln was assassinated a few days later, and the South was left at the 
mercy of Andrew Johnson and the Radical Republicans, who were much more 
vindictive.  Their policies left scars that remain to this day. 
When someone does you wrong, it’s only natural to want revenge.  However, we are 
sinners by nature, so the “natural” response is not always God’s response.  When you 
repay evil with evil, you only enable wrongdoers to justify themselves.  Why not learn to 
love your enemies, and repay their evil with kindness?  I admit it’s a tall order.  It’s an 
area where I struggle and often fail.  Nevertheless, it’s what our Lord demands us.  After 
all, He showed us kindness when we did not deserve it.  How can we do any less? 
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