
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study He Said What?  
The Hard Sayings of Jesus, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture 
passages as the small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the 
pulpit. 
The Point:  Choose Jesus or worldly wealth, because you can’t live for both. 
 
Introduction:  One of the all-time great entertainers was Art Linkletter.  For many years 
he had a television show in which he interviewed children, and their answers to his 
questions were often quite amusing.  Linkletter’s father was a Baptist preacher, so he 
liked to ask children questions about church and the Bible.  One time he asked a little 
girl what her favorite Bible story was.  She said her favorite was the story of the rich 
man and the beggar (Luke 16:19-31).  She told how the beggar went to heaven, but the 
rich man did not.  Art Linkletter asked her, “And what does that story teach us?”  The 
little girl replied, “Rich men go to hell.” 
We must be balanced when we talk about riches.  Nowhere does the Bible say it’s a sin 
to be rich.  Many of God’s greatest servants, such as Abraham and King David, were 
quite wealthy.  Wealthy people often supported the apostle Paul in his missionary 
efforts.  W.A. Criswell used to say, “Money is a good servant but a poor master.”  When 
your money or possessions dominate everything else in your life – or worse yet, when 
they become between you and God – then they are a grievous evil. 
 

I. A sad conversation. 
 
A. Jesus was concluding His conversation with the rich young ruler. 

1. He asked Jesus what he must do to have eternal life. 
a. Sometimes people asked Jesus this question in hopes of tripping 

Him up (Luke 10:25), but this young man was apparently sincere. 
b. Jesus pointed the young man to the law. 
c. The young man claimed he had kept the law, and again, he was 

probably sincere. 
B. Jesus told him to sell everything he had, and to give to the poor. 

1. Jesus did not intend this as a universal requirement. 
a. The Acts and the Pauline epistles mentions wealthy people who 

were devout followers of Jesus. 
b. Jesus was friends with Mary, Martha, and Lazarus, who evidently 

had above-average means. 
2. When the young man heard Jesus’ words, he walked away. 

a. When forced to choose between Jesus and his wealth, he chose to 
keep his wealth. 

b. His actions proved that his heart was not fully devoted to Jesus. 
c.  
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II. A solemn caution. 
 

A. Jesus used this incident to warn His disciples about the dangers of wealth. 
1. “It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle….”  What did 

Jesus mean by this? 
a. Some have tried to argue that “camel” actually refers to camel’s 

hair, or that the “needle’s eye” was a small gate in the city wall.   
Both theories are lacking in evidence. 

b. The camel was the largest animal known to that region, and the eye 
of a needle was the smallest opening.  Jesus used these two 
extremes to illustrate the difficulty of a rich man getting into heaven. 

2. His disciples were astonished by this saying. 
a. In Jewish society, wealth was seen as a sign of God’s blessing. 
b. Wealth is not a sin, but it can be very dangerous (1 Timothy 6:10). 

B. Jesus said it was difficult for the wealthy to get into heaven, but He did not 
say it was impossible.  
1. If our entrance into heaven was based on our own efforts or merits, it 

would indeed be impossible. 
a. We cannot buy our way into heaven, since God already owns it all. 
b. We cannot work our way into heaven, since we already stand under 

God’s condemnation (Romans 3:23). 
2. All things are possible with God.  

a. His grace is greater than our sin. 
b. We must come on His terms, not our own. 

 
III. A solid consolation. 

 
A. Peter noted that he and the other disciples had left all to follow Jesus. 

1. This was no empty boast on Peter’s part. 
a. The disciples had given up their livelihoods.  Peter and his brother 

Andrew, James and John were fishermen. Matthew abandoned a 
lucrative vocation as a tax gatherer. 

b. They were separated from their families. 
2. Jesus promised that their sacrifice would be rewarded. 

a. They might not receive their rewards here on earth, but they would 
be rewarded in eternity. 

b. “Judging the twelve tribes of Israel” – Jesus used the term “judging” 
in the sense of ruling. 

B. The rewards for following Jesus are much greater than the cost. 
1. Many people still follow Jesus at great cost to themselves. 

a. Missionaries leave their homes and families to share the good 
news of Jesus, and they also give up many conveniences. 

b. In some countries, people can lose property or even their lives just 
for professing faith in Jesus. 

2. Their sacrifices will be rewarded. 
a. It’s a trite statement, but nonetheless true: you can’t out-give God. 
b. “But many that are first shall be last, and the last shall be first.”  In 

other words, we may be surprised at who receives the biggest 
rewards in heaven. 
• Many of us rightly disparage the “prosperity gospel”, which 

teaches that wealth is always a sign of God’s blessing and that 
financial difficulties are always due to a lack of faith. We would 
do well to revisit our Lord’s warnings about the dangers of 
wealth and egotism. 
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Conclusion: When I was in high school, I was in the band.  We not only performed at 
football games, but we also competed in various contests throughout our region.  One of 
the most important events of the year was the West Tennessee Strawberry Festival in 
Humboldt.  It’s been held every year since 1938, and bands from all over the region 
take part in a big parade.  Judges watch them, and they grade them on their musical 
quality and their marching technique.  We would spend hours and hours practicing for 
this event, and sometimes it seemed like a real drag.  Was it really worth all this effort?  
After all, we were competing against some of the best bands in the state.  My senior 
year, though, we won the first-place trophy.  Suddenly, all those hours of practice didn’t 
seem to matter.  Sure, it was hard work, but winning that trophy made it all worthwhile. 
Our Lord requires total commitment to Him.  Sometimes this requires great sacrifice on 
our part  Indeed, it can cost us everything we have.  So why should we follow Him?  
Because it’s worth it!  When we get to heaven, all our troubles and sorrows here on 
earth will seem as nothing. The rewards far outweigh the costs, so keep on serving 
Jesus! 
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