
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study He Said What?  
The Hard Sayings of Jesus, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture 
passages as the small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the 
pulpit. 
The Point:  The resurrection of Jesus makes our own resurrection possible. 
 
Introduction:  In my twenty-plus years as a pastor, I have done quite a few funerals.  It 
is not always easy to comfort a bereaving family, especially if you cannot say for sure 
that their deceased loved one is in heaven.  However, it makes a big difference when 
you know that the deceased was a believer.  Then you can remind them that death is 
only a temporary separation.  In 2001, I lost my sister and my Dad within three months 
of each other.  It was a sad time for our family, and we still miss them terribly, but we 
take great comfort in knowing we’ll see them again in heaven. 
How can we be sure of eternal life in heaven?  Our Lord has promised it, and He has 
verified that promise with His own resurrection from the dead.  Why does the 
resurrection of Jesus matter, and what does it have to do with us here today? 
  

I. The promise of life after death. 
 
A. Jesus went to the home of His friend Lazarus who had been sick. 

1. When Jesus arrived Lazarus had already been dead four days. 
a. His body had already started to decay (v. 39). 
b. He was likely the provider for Mary and Martha. 

2. This chapter contains a short but powerful verse: “Jesus wept” (v. 35). 
a. Though He was going to bring Lazarus back to life, He still felt 

compassion for Mary and Martha. 
b. Likewise, Jesus understands our pain and grief. 

B. He made an important promise to Lazarus’ sister Martha. 
1. “I am the resurrection and the life”. 

a. He not only raises the dead, but He has life in Himself. 
b. Those who believe on Him have eternal life, and thus we have no 

need to fear the grave. 
2. To Martha’s credit, she affirmed her belief in this promise. 

a. She had stated her belief in the final resurrection. 
b. She said she believed that Jesus was the Messiah, the Son of God. 

C. Jesus then raised Lazarus from the dead. 
1. This was an undeniable miracle. 

a. No one could deny that Lazarus was dead (v. 39). 
b. There were numerous witnesses to his resurrection. 
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2. It upset the Jewish religious leaders. 
a. Many of them were Sadducees, who did not believe in any kind of 

resurrection from the dead. 
b. They were afraid of the political consequences (v. 47-48). 

 
II. The proof of life after death. 

 
A. Jesus had risen from the dead, but Thomas was not yet convinced. 
Thomas was evidently a pessimist.  Newspaper columnist George Will has 
said the nice thing about being a pessimist is you’re either right or you’re 
pleasantly surprised. 

1. Jesus appeared to the disciples again “after eight days”. 
a. He invited Thomas to touch the wounds in His hands and His side, 

just as he had requested. 
b. Evidently, the mere sight of Jesus convinced Thomas. 

2. This reminds us that Jesus’ resurrection was physical. 
a. He was not merely a ghost or an illusion. 
b. His resurrection was more than “spiritual”. 

3. Jesus told Thomas, “Blessed are they that have not seen, and yet 
have believed.” 
a. We were not there, so we cannot bear witness to His resurrection 

as the original disciples did. 
b. Nevertheless, if we believe on Jesus, we receive the same 

blessings as they did: forgiveness of sins and eternal life. 
B. Why is the resurrection of Jesus so important? 

1. It proves that Jesus’ claims about Himself were true. 
a. He predicted He would die and rise again. 
b. He claimed to have power over death (John 10:17-18). 

2. Since Jesus has proven Himself, we can believe His other claims. 
a. He is coming again (John 14:3). 
b. He is the only way to God (John 14:6). 

3. His resurrection is a foretaste of our own resurrection. 
a. When we die, our souls go directly to heaven (2 Corinthians 5:8). 
b. When Jesus returns, our bodies will be raised, too (1 Thess. 4:16). 
c. Our new bodies will not be under the curse of sin (1 Cor. 15:53). 
d. Jesus’ resurrection was “the first fruits” of the future resurrection of 

believers (1 Corinthians 15:20-22). 
 
Conclusion:  When I was little, one of the popular shows on television was “The Mary 
Tyler Moore Show”.  If you’ll recall, she played the associate producer for a local news 
show.  Ed Asner played her boss, Lou Grant.  One of its most famous episodes involved 
the death of Chuckles the Clown, who hosted the children’s program at their station.  He 
was killed in a rather bizarre accident, and some of the news staff couldn’t resist making 
jokes about it.  They knew such jokes were tasteless and insensitive, but they just 
couldn’t seem to help themselves.  Lou and some of the other men were discussing it, 
and one of them asked, “What’s the matter with us?  A man has died, and we’re 
laughing!”  Lou replied, “It’s a release – a defense mechanism.  We laugh at things that 
scare us.  We laugh at death, because we know death will have the last laugh on us!” 
Lou was correct as far as he went, but he missed one little detail.  If you’re a follower of 
Jesus, death will never have the last laugh on you, because Jesus has already gotten 
the last laugh on death!  Because He has risen from the dead, we can be certain that all 
of His promises are true, including the promise of life after death.  Because He has 
risen, we can be certain of our own future resurrection. 
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