
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study He Said What?  
The Hard Sayings of Jesus, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture 
passages as the small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the 
pulpit. 
The Point:  God does not forgive those who reject Jesus and never seek His 
forgiveness. 
 
Introduction:  Several years ago, I visited Springfield, Illinois, which is not only the 
capital city of Illinois, but for many years it was also the home of Abraham Lincoln.  Part 
of the downtown area is preserved as it was in Lincoln’s day.  His house is still there, 
and a few blocks away is his old law office.  Just across the street from Lincoln’s law 
office is the old Illinois State House.  This is where Lincoln delivered his famous “House 
Divided” speech in 1858.  He was accepting his party’s nomination for the U.S. Senate, 
and he spoke of the political divide over slavery and other issues.  He warned, “A house 
divided against itself cannot stand.” 
People often forget that Lincoln quoted directly from the New Testament.  They also 
tend to forget the original context behind the quote.  Jesus was not warning about the 
dangers of division (as real as they are); He was noting a major fallacy in the Pharisees’ 
logic.  They accused Him of casting out demons by the power of Beelzebub, and Jesus 
told them such an accusation did not make sense.  He went on to give a warning about 
what is called “the unpardonable sin”.  What exactly did Jesus mean when He gave this 
warning?  Is it possible for one of His followers to commit this sin? 
    

I. A serious accusation. 
 
A. A demon-possessed man was brought to Jesus. 

1. We must be careful not to blame everything on demon possession. 
a. In this case, they caused a man to be blind and lame, but physical 

disabilities are not always a result of demon possession. 
b. Demon possession is not the same as natural human depravity. 

• One of my favorite novels is The Yearling, by Marjorie Kinnan 
Rawlings.  It’s about a family living on the Florida frontier in the 
years following the Civil War.  Early in the book, the father 
nearly dies from a rattlesnake bite.  He later explained to his son 
that the snake was only defending himself.  The man’s wife was 
irritated by the comment, and she said, “You’d defend the devil 
himself!”  The man replied, “I reckon I would.  A lot of times the 
devil gets blamed for what ain’t nothin’ but human cussedness.”   

2. Nevertheless, demons are very real. 
a. We should never make light of them. 
b. They are powerful, but they are no match for the power of God. 
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B. The reactions to this miracle were mixed. 
1. “Could this be the Son of David?” – “Son of David” was the popular 

term for the Messiah. 
a. In the Greek, the question is worded to expect a negative answer 

(“This could not be the Son of David, could it?”). 
b. They considered that Jesus might be the Messiah, but they were 

probably fearful of Jewish religious leaders.   
2. The Pharisees said Jesus was working in the power of Beelzebub. 

a. They had come from Jerusalem (Mark 3:22), probably to check out 
the stories they had heard about Jesus. 

b. Scholars disagree over the meaning of “Beelzebub”.  Most likely, 
the Pharisees used it as another name for Satan. 

  
II. A shrewd answer. 

 
A. Jesus rebuked the Pharisees. 

1. He “knew their thoughts”. 
2. Their accusation against Him did not make sense. 

a. If Jesus was working for Satan, then Satan was working against 
himself because he was casting out his own demons. 

b. The Pharisees and other religious leaders were known to cast out 
demons.  Were they working for Satan, too? 

B. The fact that Jesus cast out demons proved He was working for God. 
1. He used a peculiar illustration of a thief. 

a. A thief cannot rob a strong man’s house unless he first binds the 
strong man. 

b. Likewise, Jesus could not cast out demons unless he bound Satan. 
2. Jesus’ power over demons proved two things. 

a. He was working against Satan, not for him. 
b. His power was greater than Satan’s. 

• Jews of the early Christian era acknowledged that Jesus did 
miracles, but they continued to attribute them to Satan. 

 
III. A stern admonition. 

 
A. Jesus gave two very strong warnings. 

1. He warned of indecisiveness. 
a. If you do not side with Jesus, you are siding with the devil. 
b. We must not be ashamed of Him (Luke 9:26). 

2. He warned of blasphemy against the Holy Spirit. 
a. Most forms of blasphemy can be forgiven (Luke 12:10). 
b. By attributing Jesus’ work to Satan, the Pharisees were speaking 

against the Holy Spirit.  This was a very serious matter. 
B. How do these warnings apply today? 

1. What constitutes blasphemy against the Holy Spirit? 
a. When a person sees all the evidence in favor of Jesus, but still 

refuses to believe on Him. 
b. When a person is under the conviction of the Holy Spirit, but still 

refuses to repent. 
2. What are the consequences of this sin? 

a. The Holy Spirit withdraws, and no longer convicts of sin. 
b. You no longer feel any guilt over your sins. 

• Someone has wisely said if you’re worried about whether you 
have committed the unpardonable sin, then you probably have 
not committed it. 

c. There is no chance of ever being saved. 
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Conclusion:  When I was in high school, I read a book called My Life Without God, by 
William J. Murray.  He’s the son of the notorious atheist, Madalyn Murray O’Hair.  He 
told what it was like being raised by a mother who literally hated God.  By the time he 
was in his early 30’s, he was a confirmed alcoholic and his life was on a downward 
spiral.  In 1980, though, he came to know Christ as his Savior, and his life was 
completely changed.  Many years later, when investigators confirmed that his mother 
had been kidnapped and murdered, Murray issued a statement.  He declined to say that 
his mother was in hell.  After all, who knows what happened in those days before her 
death?  She might have realized she was wrong, and she might have cried out to God 
for mercy. 
Murray’s compassion for his mother is admirable and deathbed conversions happen,   
nevertheless, many militant atheists have gone to their graves defying God every step 
of the way.  How can they continue to resist Him even when they’re at the point of 
death?  They have committed the unpardonable sin, and the Holy Spirit is no longer 
convicting them.  They resisted Him once too often, so He left them to go their own way.  
Do you want that to happen to you?  If not, then repent of your sins and surrender your 
life to the Lord Jesus Christ.  He will not only forgive your sins, but He will also give you 
an eternal citizenship in His kingdom (John 10:27-29). 
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