
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “Hard Sayings of 
Jesus,” this sermon discusses the difficult actions God commanded Abraham to 
perform. Abraham loved his family. This was the right thing for him to do. His love for 
God was greater. Obeying God brought suffering to his family. Consequently, his 
actions could have easily been interpreted as hateful. 
 
Introduction: The first chapters of Genesis record God’s creation of the first couple and 
His command for them to begin a family (Gen. 1:28). The second half of the Ten 
Commandments is composed mainly of directives related to family relationships (Ex. 
20:12-15). When the Bible talks about salvation, it uses the illustration of adoption (John 
1:12). God calls Himself our Father (Matt. 6:9). The Epistles give multiple directives for 
proper family life (Eph. 6:1-4). Family is important. It’s important to us and to God.  
 However, we dare not allow family to become more important than God. Parents, 
children, a spouse, and even siblings can exert profound influence over our decisions. 
They can hinder radical faith steps and unwittingly prevent the blessings those steps 
would bring. When we follow family rather than God, family becomes an idol. 
 Few know the value of family more than Abraham. He had to wait decades to 
start a family. And few stories can inform us about what it means to put God before 
family better than Abraham’s. 
 

1. Following Jesus may mean relocating your family. (Gen. 12:1) 
 

 Selling the house, packing the boxes, transferring all the services and 
utilities, loading the truck – these and many other tasks accompany the moving 
process. For some, it’s an adventure. Others view it as the most challenging 
thing they’ve ever done. Your perspective is determined by your current comfort 
level and what you anticipate for the future. 
 God often calls His servants to leave their present situation for something 
new. Pastors and missionaries know what it is to hear God’s directive to move. 
Business people are not immune. The most difficult part of obeying that voice is 
convincing the family, those coming and those you leave behind, that it is the 
right thing to do. 
 Some don’t react well. They get angry at God for speaking. They fuss at 
you for listening. “How do you know this is God’s will? Don’t you care what this is 
doing to our family?” It hurts to hear the questions and the accusatory tone that 
accompanies them.  
 

2. Following Jesus may mean postponing your family’s benefit. (Gen. 13:8-9) 
 

 The pain of dislocating your family can be eased when an immediate 
obvious benefit greets you on your arrival. Friendly neighbors wearing your team 
colors halt their afternoon activities to help unload your truck. Your wife walks into 
an elegant spacious house with a modern kitchen twice the size of her old 
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cramped one. Your teenage son, the one who silently sulked the entire two-day 
trip, shows a dramatic attitude shift when he spies a beautiful girl through his 
bedroom window. 
 Blessings like these did not await Abraham’s family when they arrived in 
Canaan. The land was dry and barren. God’s call was looking more and more 
ridiculous. Then Abraham offered his nephew Lot the only luscious piece of land 
within sight. 
 Sarah may have felt like she was left out, as though her needs didn’t 
matter. The Bible affirms her faith (Heb. 11:11). But have you ever wondered 
when your turn is coming? It will. God has promised. However, you will have to 
wait for God’s timing. 

 
3. Following Jesus may mean refusing your spouse. (Gen. 16:1-3) 

 
  Timing is always an issue when it comes to having children. You want to 
have them when you’re young so you can enjoy them but secure in your career 
to provide for them. Kids require lots of energy and provide loads of laughter. 
Sarah’s opportunity was slowly evaporating. So she concocted an idea. 
  I can understand why Abraham acquiesced to Sarah’s suggestion. It had 
nothing to do with his suppressed lust for a younger woman. It had everything to 
do with his desire to give his elderly wife what she most wanted – a child. He had 
already denied Sarah so much; he dare not refuse her this. He did not fear she 
would leave him. However, her days of being able to bear a child surely had 
passed her by. So he fathered a child through Hagar. 
  This was the second time in their relationship that a spousal request 
produced problematic results. As the couple approached Egypt, Abraham asked 
his wife to masquerade as his sister (Gen. 12:11-13). She should have refused, 
but she did not. This could have resulted in the loss of a wife or a life. Thankfully, 
God intervened. 
  Agreement with your mate is a natural inclination. It pleases them. It 
benefits you. However, a failure to firmly but gently say “no” to your partner can 
have unintended painful consequences. Just ask Adam.   
 

4. Following Jesus may mean sacrificing your children.  (Gen. 22:1-2) 
 
  God finally blessed this couple with a son. The boy brought so much 
laughter. He was the love of their life. Abraham had already sent away one son 
at God’s command (Gen. 21:10-12); now, God required him to sacrifice the other. 
  God’s command must have seemed very odd to Abraham. How could he 
hate his only son enough to murder him? Further, how could the Father hate 
Abraham enough to ask him to do this?  
  Receiving his son at such an old age more fully confirmed for him a belief 
others slowly grasp. Children are a gift from God. They belong to Him. God can 
do with them what He wants. Understanding this motivated Job’s worship in the 
midst of his mourning (Job 1:20-21) and Abraham’s sacrifice of his treasure. He 
loved his son; He loved God more.  
 

Conclusion: The decisions Abraham had to make were heart-wrenching. Each one 
could have adversely affected him and his family. Though we are not privy to the 
conversations between him and Sarah, we can easily imagine heated words coupled 
with tearful pleading. Following God cost her just as much as it cost him. 
 That cost was not a loss. It was an investment. Abraham followed Jesus’ counsel 
long before Matthew recorded it: “Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, 
and all these things will be provided for you.” (Matt. 6:33; Gen. 22:14) 
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 Abraham saw in his family’s eyes the fear, questioning, accusations, and look of 
betrayal his decision to put God before family brought. Other than his son, Abraham 
was never privileged to behold the promised benefit of his painful choice. He saw it by 
faith though (Heb. 11:13). And because of that, in Jesus’ eyes, Abraham was blessed to 
see only pleasure. 
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