
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “Hard Sayings of 
Jesus,” this sermon uses Elisha’s call by Elijah to teach about discipleship. The people 
who were potential disciples of Jesus did not understand the costs and commitment 
involved. Elisha did. He was all in.  
 
Introduction: Most churches follow the business model of success. The more 
customers you have, the better. Filled seats indicate the effectiveness of your 
advertising and your ability to meet people’s expectations. A crowded auditorium breeds 
excitement. Consequently, pastors ask little from the majority of their congregation. Who 
wants to risk offending people resulting in their departure and a drop in revenue? 
 Jesus used a different paradigm when recruiting disciples. His was more of an 
old-style military approach. Although there were substantial benefits to following Jesus, 
He chose to focus on the sacrifices discipleship required. He wasn’t looking for a crowd. 
He wanted those who would willingly die working to take back territory the enemy had 
stolen.  
 Today, Jesus is still enlisting those who will spread His Kingdom rather than 
working to protect their own. We find an example of someone like this in Elisha, Elijah’s 
successor. The call God put on Elisha’s life through Elijah gives us a clear picture of 
discipleship. 
 

1. The call to discipleship interrupts current activities. (1 Kings 19:19) 
 

 An oft-repeated adage advises giving a new responsibility to a busy 
person if you want it to get done. People who are already heavily involved in 
worthwhile activity are self-starters. They know how to prioritize. They have an 
agenda; a life of leisure will never find a slot on it. They work hard and find value 
in the work. 
 Such was the life of Elisha. He was plowing when Elijah approached him. 
There was a sense of excitement in the air because the humidity level had 
recently spiked. The rain began to fall forty days earlier (1 Kings 18:45; 19:8). 
The drought was over. It was time to plant. For the first time in years, there was 
hope for a harvest! 
 This was a regrettable time for God to call. Why couldn’t Elijah have come 
during the years when there was little to do? God’s timetable does not often 
match up with His creation’s.  
 Every disciple Jesus called was already active in other pursuits. Not one 
of them was passively sitting on the side of the road waiting for Jesus to arrive. 
Following Jesus requires leaving something else. Jesus didn’t call disciples to 
add Him to their already full schedule. Following Jesus became their agenda.  
 

2. The call to discipleship requires an immediate response. (1 Kings 19:20) 
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 Can you see the look on Elisha’s face when he realized the meaning of 
what had just happened? Elijah, the most respected but hated man in Israel 
invited Elisha to be his protege. A position like that carried few immediate perks 
and great risk. 
 The account of Mt. Carmel’s contest had already been widely circulated. 
Queen Jezebel had wanted posters hanging on every tree and her henchmen 
searching for Elijah. To identify with Elijah put you in grave danger. Careful, slow 
deliberation might have been wise. However, Elisha quickly and brazenly 
declared his allegiance to Elijah and Elijah’s God. 
 Elisha made one request. “Let me go say a proper farewell to my family.” 
His query sounds eerily similar to a man who was a potential disciple of Jesus. 
That man received a scathing reply and suffered Jesus’ rejection (Luke 9:61-62), 
but Elijah permitted Elisha’s request. Why the difference?  
 The man Jesus encountered wanted to prevent any chance of offending 
his family. If things with Jesus fell through, he would always have a home to 
come back to. He had doubts, and his commitment was not complete. Jesus 
knew his heart (John 2:24-25). Elisha, however, wanted to honor his family and 
clearly indicate his complete confidence in his decision.  
 

3. The call to discipleship leads to a life of total commitment. (1 Kings 19:21) 
 
  During their mountain conversation, God told Elijah of seven thousand in 
Israel who had not given their allegiance to Baal (1 Kings 19:18). Elisha was part 
of that select group. He had made his commitment before he met Elijah. It could 
not have been easy.  
  Elisha and his family were farmers. Their success relied on the weather, 
which Baal supposedly controlled. Due to Israel’s unfaithfulness and Elijah’s 
word (1 Kings 17:1), no rain had fallen for over three years (James 5:16). The 
neighboring farmers could have easily blamed Elisha’s family for their barren 
fields. “Baal is withholding rain because he is angry at you!” Elisha understood 
the cost of commitment.  
  So we should have no difficulty understanding Elisha’s next actions. With 
no hesitation, he butchered the animals he had labored so diligently to preserve 
during the drought (1 Kings 18:5). He roasted the meat on a fire his former 
farming equipment fed. He invited his neighbors to the feast. 
  For Elisha, there was no going back. He destroyed the implements of his 
former profession. He declared his intentions to his family and his neighbors, 
some of whom would have looked on with skepticism. This decision was public. If 
Elisha failed, everyone would know it. 
  Once the gathering was over, Elisha left. He attached himself to Elijah, 
and he never looked back. 
 

4. The call to discipleship begins with simple service. (1 Kings 19:21) 
 
  The grandiose scene at Elisha’s departure gave way to something a little 
more sedate. The account of his call concludes with these seemingly insignificant 
words: “Then he left, followed Elijah, and served him.”  
  God later used Elisha to accomplish some great miracles. Parting the 
Jordan River (2 Kings 2:14), purifying a town’s water supply (2 Kings 2:21), and 
healing Naaman’s leprosy(2 Kings 5:10) are a few. Not one of those occurred 
until his time of training under Elijah was complete.  
  Discipleship does not begin with stupendous, attention-grabbing acts. It 
starts with humble service (2 Kings 3:11). To push a student forward before he 
has shown the humility of servant-hood is dangerous for him and the mission. 
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Anyone who is unwilling to kneel in the shadows is not qualified to stand in the 
spotlight.  

 
Conclusion: The simplest definition of a disciple is a learner or follower. As disciples 
follow, they learn both through precept and example from the master. The goal is for 
them to become like the master (Luke 6:40).  
 To aid this process, Jesus set high standards for His twelve disciples. So did 
Elijah for his one. Each required a total abandonment of all other competitors. Hard as 
that may be, and as easily as it could be misinterpreted by others, there is only one road 
to discipleship: total commitment. 
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