
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “Hard Sayings of 
Jesus,” this sermon examines the words of Joseph toward his brothers when he 
revealed his true identity. They acted as his enemy. He loved them in return. Joseph’s 
story gives us a strong example of someone who did what Jesus asked long before 
God’s Son came to earth.  
 
Introduction: Life without wounds at the hands of other people is a virtual impossibility. 
The scars you bear may have come from a classmate, an online critic, a boss, or a 
stranger. The most severe pains often come from those you deeply cherish. Their 
closeness gives them greater access to your vulnerable spots. You hesitate to identify 
them as your enemies, but their actions have wrecked your life. 
 I don’t know what they did or what their actions cost you. I do know your natural 
inclination toward them. You want revenge. Oh, you may not want them to suffer the full 
penalty their actions deserve, but a little guilt, some small penance, humiliation at the 
hands of others, and a heart-felt apology would be helpful.  
 There’s something else I know. Jesus requires you to love your enemies, to work 
for their benefit. Lest you rebel and recoil at even the suggestion of such an idea, let’s 
examine Joseph’s attitude toward his brothers. From him, we can gain three reasons to 
love those who attack you. 
 

1. God has a positive plan for those who wound you. (Gen. 45:4-8) 
 

 Joseph’s preferential treatment and his dreams combined to produce 
intense animosity from his siblings. After abandoning the thought of murdering 
Joseph, the brothers settled on his exile. The thought of the favorite enduring the 
humiliation of the auction put a smirk on their faces. 
 They did not know the additional wounding Joseph would face. God knew. 
He used it to mold Joseph’s character and environment. At the conclusion of his 
trials, Joseph’s brothers bowed before him. His childhood visions morphed into a 
revelation of God’s grand design (Gen. 42:9).  
 God had a plan. The plan wasn’t for Joseph. He benefited from it, but it 
was bigger than him. Joseph recognized that his pain had worked for his 
relative’s survival. He was unaware though of his role in his family’s expansion 
into a nation. 
 God wants the best for you. You are His child. He also wants to bless 
those who hurt you. He will even allow you to suffer if your suffering is necessary 
for their healing (1 Pet. 2:24). They are equally as important to Him as you are. 
How dare you plan evil for them when God seeks their good? 
 

 
2. God uses your enemy’s evil actions to elevate you. (Gen. 45:8-9, 13) 
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 Humble yourself in the sight of the Lord, and in due time, He will lift you up 
(James 4:10; 1 Pet. 5:6). Though this promise didn’t become a part of the Bible 
until centuries after Joseph’s death, it still applied in his time. It’s a good promise 
but an unenviable one. Elevation can only follow humiliation. 
 Most people have great difficulty humbling themselves. They need help. 
Joseph was no exception. His brothers willingly assisted in the process. So did a 
powerful man, his lonely wife, and some prisoners.  
 Bowing before God is difficult, but at least it makes sense. He is worthy of 
honor. We are nothing before Him. But the humbling itself occurs in front of 
people, many of whom get great pleasure from your failure. No one likes looking 
weak especially in front of those who might use it as ammunition against you. 
 And then there’s the waiting. For Joseph, the stunning day of his elevation 
came more than two decades after his betrayal. However, as a fulfillment of 
God’s promise, it happened. It would not have without the efforts of those who 
worked for Joseph’s harm. Their malevolent actions resulted in his high position.  
 

3. God manifests His love through the grace you show. (Gen. 45:10-12, 14-15) 
 
  Joseph’s kind words paralyzed his brothers. Instead of the expected harsh 
judgment (Gen. 42:21-22; 44:16), they received luxurious blessing. Joseph, the 
one they had pushed away, brought them close and promised to tenderly and 
generously care for them. Their fear evaporated and left tears of joy in its place. 
  A generation earlier, Joseph’s father feared Esau’s wrath. Jacob did 
everything he could to appease his brother and protect his family. When the 
dreaded reunion came, Jacob inexplicably saw the face of God in his brother’s 
kind eyes and gentle smile (Gen. 33:10). 
  How many, like Jacob and his sons, fear God’s wrath due to their evil 
actions? Through forgiveness and love, we can be God’s image to people who 
run from His presence (Gen. 3:10; Rev. 6:16). That’s what God originally 
intended for us (Gen. 1:27).  
  God wants to draw them close and generously provide for them. Their 
natural inclination is to flee. We can be the bridge between the two (2 Cor. 5:20). 
 

Conclusion: God loved you while you were still His enemy (Rom. 5:8). Jesus paid your 
sin debt before you responded to His love. Loving your enemies makes you like God. To 
do otherwise confirms that you do not yet have the mind of Christ. 
 Your enemies want nothing but evil toward you; God wants nothing but good 
toward them. What you want and what you work toward determines who you are more 
like – your enemies or God. 
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