
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “Hard Sayings of 
Jesus,” this sermon will examine the actions of a female worshiper at the Temple. In the 
life of a poor, elderly widow, we see a dramatic contrast to the actions of a rich, young 
ruler. One could not part with his possessions to follow Jesus. One followed God so 
completely that parting with her meager possessions was the only appropriate action to 
take. 
 
Introduction: The bills come monthly. By the time you finish paying the mortgage, the 
car payment, the utilities, insurance, groceries, and the remainder of your expenses, 
there is little left. Staying ahead financially is a worrisome struggle. 
 So when Jesus, through precept, command, and illustration teaches the 
necessity of sacrificial financial giving, a defensive wall quickly rises. “Where will I get 
resources to pay for the kids’ college? How can I give? I constantly juggle the credit 
cards just to stay current! It isn’t fair for me to sacrifice when others who are more stable 
are unwilling to help.” 
 To counter those excuses and many more like them, the Bible records the story 
of a poor widow at the temple. She, like many others, gave. However, her offering was 
unique. Jesus used her actions to teach His disciples about sacrifice.  
 

1. Jesus scrutinizes what you give (and what you take). (Mark 12:41) 
 

How would it make you feel if you knew someone was watching as you gave? An 
audience changes the amount and the reason people contribute. Earlier in this 
story, Jesus condemned the Pharisees’ actions because they gave to get 
admiration (Mark 12:38-40). Jesus knows human weakness, so He requires that 
giving be done in secret (Matt. 6:1-4).  
 Jesus watched the approaching worshipers throw their coins in the 
offering box. He was searching for the richest person in town. Not the one who 
had the most money but the one who had the most faith. Faith was the true 
treasure, and it was scarce (Mark 4:40; Matt. 8:10; 17:17; Luke 18:8) 
 What Jesus had seen so far had disheartened Him. Greed filled those who 
were supposedly God’s representatives. While the Pharisees paraded their 
generosity, they concealed a source of their income (Mark 12:40). Jesus 
exposed them. Nothing, good or bad, is hidden from Him. 
 

2. Jesus doesn’t expect all to give the same amount. (Mark 12:41-42) 
 

As Jesus watched, the rich gave a lot, and the poor gave a little. That is what you 
would expect. Proportional giving is a principle taught throughout the Bible (Lev. 
27:30; 2 Cor. 8:12). So is proportional sacrifice (2 Cor. 8:13-14). The family that 
gives a tithe on an annual income of fifty-thousand dollars offers a different level 
of sacrifice than one who gives ten percent of a million dollar salary. The latter 
check is larger, but the former sacrifice is more painful. 

Sermon Series:  Hard Sayings of Jesus 
To be used with: Sell everything you own 
Sermon Title Possibilities: Give it all; When two pennies is all you have  
Scripture: Mark 12:41-44 



©LifeWay Christian Resources www.biblestudiesforlife.com  
  

 What your giving reveals about your checkbook does not interest Jesus. 
His concern is your heart. Your level of giving in relation to your income and your 
need shows the basis of your trust. Do you rely on God to provide, or is your 
confidence in the bank?   
 God does not need your money. Pastors may drool or show favoritism 
when finely dressed people walk through the church’s doors, but God does not. 
(James 2:1-5). Large gifts don’t please Him when no sacrifice is required. Small 
gifts don’t get ignored if they come from faith. 

 
3. Jesus applauds sacrificial giving. (Mark 12:43-44) 

 
One by one, the donors gave. No one paid attention to the old woman – no one 
but Jesus. His eyes, for a long time, had followed her steps as she slowly 
approached. Her home could have been one of those the Pharisees stole (Mark 
12:40). If so, this widow had good reason not to give.  
 Others’ greedy actions had discouraged giving in the past (1 Sam. 2:17). 
God had taken her husband. She could have expressed her anger by withholding 
her worship. She gave anyway. 
 Jesus’ called His disciples to Him. They had focused their attention on the 
Temple’s beauty (Mark 13:1). Much of the Temple’s construction costs had come 
out of the offerings of the rich. Those gifts were wasted resources. The Roman 
rulers destroyed the Temple just a few decades later (Mark 13:2).  
 Jesus was unimpressed by rocks. He showed His disciples a beautiful 
soul. An investment in buildings will result in loss, but an investment in the 
Kingdom has guaranteed eternal dividends. What most would see as a sad 
situation (a poor widow just gave away her last dime), Jesus viewed with 
excitement! This woman was not impoverished; she was rich! 
 

Conclusion: We do not know the rest of the story for this woman. It would be nice to 
imagine that when she got to where she was staying, some anonymous donor had 
loaded up a bunch of food on the porch or that she got an unexpected financial gift. We 
have no guarantee that this happened. We do know that God met her needs. 
 You can ask her the rest of her story one day when you meet her in heaven. You 
can be sure she’s there – not because she gave sacrificially – but because she was a 
person of faith. Giving sacrificially is what people of faith do. 
 Though Jesus praised this woman’s actions to His disciples, He did not speak 
directly to her. She did not know of His pleasure. Since she was elderly, she probably 
didn’t have to wait long to see the smile on Jesus’ face. When you sacrificially give, you 
may not immediately know of Jesus’ pleasure. Be assured. One day, you will. 
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