
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “Hard Sayings of 
Jesus,” this sermon looks at the dispensing of God’s judgment in Scripture. In truth, all 
sin regardless of apparent size, deserves punishment. Thankfully, no sin is beyond His 
ability to forgive and cleanse so long as we come to Him in faith and repentance.  
 
Introduction: Humans are sinful people. A casual glance at the newspaper or five 
minutes listening to the evening news will result in no other conclusion. Through our 
original patriarch, we gained a sin nature. Our daily actions have earned us God’s 
wrath. 
 A look at others’ actions can produce varied reactions. Your choice of 
comparison will lead either to unfounded pride or self-condemnation. Neither is 
beneficial for change. Consequently, the Bible warns against such a foolish method of 
evaluation. We are all sinners (Rom. 3:23). 
 But are some sins worse than others? It would seem that way. God doesn’t react 
in equal measure to sin in Scripture. Let’s examine four major displays of God’s 
judgment and the forms of rebellion that brought it.  
 

1. God’s judgment falls on violence. (Gen. 6:13) 
 

It didn’t take many generations from Creation before humanity fully manifested its 
acquired sin-nature. God’s original evaluation of His finished work had been “very 
good” (Gen. 1:31). Sadly, the most recent report was “only evil continually” (Gen. 
6:5). That negative generalization shortly became more specific. The population 
was violent (Gen. 6:13). 
 Violence probably wouldn’t surface on most lists of the worst sins. 
However, acts of violence would. Murder. Rape. Torture. Abuse. Most people 
seem to enjoy limited violence so long as it doesn’t negatively or recognizably 
hurt them. When you couple the actual harm humans do to each other with that 
which is packaged as entertainment, God could justly label this society as violent 
too. 
 More significant than the crime rate is what that ratio indicates – the 
absence of love for people. Jesus said that loving one another is the second 
greatest commandment (Matt. 22:39). Love motivates and enables us to keep 
the law (Gal. 5:14). A failure to love brought an end to the world. Who would want 
to live in a world like that anyway?  

 
2. God’s judgment falls on immorality. (Gen. 13:13; 19:5) 

 
 The second time God’s judgment fell was on the area comprising Sodom 
and Gomorrah. Once again, God’s initial evaluation was vague (Gen. 13:3). The 
“wicked sinners” label became more ominous as two angels communed with Lot. 
The men of the city forcefully approached Lot’s home and demanded the 
opportunity to have sexual relations with his guests.   
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 If you had surveyed Sodom’s residents, they would have said their society 
was a loving one. They accepted no restrictions from others not even from God.  
They substituted lust for love, self-satisfaction for self-sacrifice, and their will for 
God’s law. God’s judgment was the result. 

 
3. God’s judgment falls on idolatry. (Deut. 20:16-18) 

 
  Israel witnessed as God sent plagues on Egypt. Water turned to blood, 
frogs invaded every crevice in each Egyptian home, locusts ate the food supply, 
and mothers grieved their firstborn sons. The physical and emotional devastation 
was horrific. Egypt’s enslavement of Israel angered God, but His judgment came 
because they worshiped the wrong god. 
  Recently freed, Israel received God’s instructions concerning what was 
coming next. They would soon enter Canaan. God gave one command: totally 
annihilate the land’s inhabitants. Not because these people were the most 
wicked necessarily, but because their idolatry would influence Israel’s devotion to 
God. 
  The Hebrews didn’t follow God’s instruction. Their Canaanite neighbors 
quickly and repeatedly led them into idolatry. God called His people to return, 
warned them of the consequences, and sent them into exile after numerous 
cycles of rebellion and repentance. God’s judgment fell on God’s people because 
they broke the greatest command. They failed to love God with all they had. 
  

4. God’s judgment falls on pride. (2 Thess. 2:3-8)  
 

 The world has yet to experience God’s most severe judgment (Matt. 
24:21). One deranged man will position himself on the throne in Jerusalem. This 
man, known as the Antichrist, will resist any effort to lift up Jesus and strongly 
encourage others to worship him instead. The covenant he makes with Israel will 
signal the initiation of the seven-year Tribulation. Though he masquerades as a 
savior, the attitude he fosters will result in the world’s ultimate destruction. 
 The Antichrist is yet future, but his spirit is present today (1 John 2:18). 
Anyone who, because of pride, seeks for himself the worship that rightly belongs 
to God will face God’s judgment. God loves us, but He calls us to love Him more 
than we love ourselves. Sadly, self-love will characterize the days before Jesus’ 
return to judge the world (2 Tim. 3:1). God will remove all restraint from His 
vengeance, and His enemies will perish. 

 
Conclusion: Examining God’s judgment is a painful journey, but it gives us an 
opportunity to speak of God’s mercy and grace. God does not want to judge. He will, but 
He would rather forgive. All the sins we have considered will bring God’s wrath, but 
none of them puts a person beyond God’s redemption. 
 After listing sins that will bar people from entrance into heaven, Paul says these 
encouraging words: “And some of you used to be like this. But you were washed, you 
were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit 
of our God.” (1 Cor. 6:11) Based on the blood of Jesus Christ, God can forgive anyone 
and anything (Matt. 11:23-24). The only requirements are repentance and faith. 
 God can judge you or He can forgive you. It’s up to you. Choose well. 
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