
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study The Problem 
with Wealth.  
 
Introduction: The most dangerous love affair any man or woman will ever experience 
in this life is a love affair with money. It is not only the magnet that draws people to its 
powers, but also the mistress for whom we will do almost anything to get more.   
 
It’s best to understand the strong force money possesses.  
 

1. The Dark Force of Money (vv. 10-17) 
Money is a deceitful object of desire because it can never fully deliver what it promises. 
It’s no sin to be rich or to want to achieve and be successful, or to have the belongings 
that money can buy. But we must understand, money is not neutral, and the individual 
who thinks so is only being foolish. Jesus once referred to wealth and money as 
"Mammon." In doing so, he assigned money a personal and spiritual aspect, placing it 
on an equal plane with God. The entire Biblical witness warns us about the dark force of 
money and its potential to pull us down. For example: 

 
• Money does satisfy, but it does not completely satisfy (5:10). Money is like salt 

water. The more you drink, the thirstier you become. It's never enough. It craves 
and covets and longs and wants more. Wise was the man who said, "How much 
does it take to satisfy? A little bit more." 

 
• Money solves a lot of problems, but it does not solve every problem (5:11). Yes, 

money does provide solutions to many of life's inconveniences and daily needs. 
But money is not the magic cure-all. For example, money can buy comfort, but 
not contentment; medicine, but not health; entertainment, but not happiness; 
food, but not an appetite. As Seneca, the Roman statesman once said: "Money 
has never yet made anyone rich." 

 
• Money can bring peace, but not necessarily peace of mind (5:12). John D. 

Rockefeller, at the age of fifty-three, was the world's only billionaire, earning 
about a million dollars a week. But he was a sick man who lived on crackers and 
milk and could not sleep because of worry. Interestingly, after he started to give 
his money away his health changed radically. And, he lived to celebrate his 
ninety-eighth birthday.  

 
• Money provides some security, but not ultimate security (5:13-15). We are a 

people who long for security. In a world that does not seem to provide the 
protection we desire, we use our money to gain it through security systems, 
protection plans, and insurance. Many people focus on human security that 
money can provide and never give thought beyond the grave and their need for 
eternal security. 
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2. The Good Side of Money (vv. 18-20) 

On the other hand, money is not all bad. Money is not evil. Money can provide a lot of 
excellent benefits. Money has a beautiful and beneficial character when understood and 
used correctly. For example: 
 

• Money meets the necessities of life (v. 18). Money provides the food and drinks 
we need to live and to survive as human beings. Besides, money purchases the 
houses we live in, the clothes we wear, the cars we drive. It educates us. It 
allows us to enjoy parks and gardens and operas and symphonies. It builds 
churches. It enhances our relationship with God when we understand its role, 
bringing it under Jesus' lordship, and are generous with it. When used correctly 
and given generously, money blesses humankind.  

 
Money can buy some happiness, bring some fulfillment, buy a certain amount of 
freedom. Money can make life more comfortable. As one well-known entertainer 
once said, "I've been rich, and I've been poor, and being rich is better." The late 
Joe Louis, the boxing champion, said, "I don't like money actually, but it quiets 
my nerves." 
 

• Money is a gift from God (v. 19). God is a giver. Throughout all of Scripture, one 
of God's predominate characteristics is his benevolent and generous nature. God 
does give to people. Solomon saw the money that God gave to humans as a gift. 
Granted, it appears, that God gives more to some than to others. Regardless of 
the amount that we possess, we need to be grateful and appreciative of God’s 
gift to us. We need to accept his gift. Accepting our lot is our way of 
acknowledging the Giver and trusting what he is doing when he shares with us. 
 

• Joy, not money, should occupy our hearts (v. 20). Solomon’s statement provides 
a great way to live each day. Instead of our hearts being filled with money our 
hearts need to be occupied with joy. A British theologian defined joy as the flag 
that flies over the castle, signifying that the King is in residence. When the King 
of Kings resides in our hearts, joy prevails in our lives. When we seek first God's 
kingdom, we are living in a proper relationship with him and with money.  

 
Conclusion: When money occupies the heart, then the dark forces of money prevail. 
When we choose Jesus, then joy holds our heart, and money is used for great good. 
 
Money has a dark side, a shadow self. It possesses a dangerous if not, demonic, 
power. Like pleasure, it is alluring and attractive and tantalizing. Once its veneer is 
peeled off its corrupt and destructive power is revealed. On the other hand, money is a 
tool that can be used for great good. With it comes blessings and the prosperity to help 
and benefit others.  
 
The key is who or what is occupying the heart. Jesus or money? Let’s choose Jesus, 
having the right relationship with money. Then, we can enjoy money and experience joy 
in life’s journey. And, we can use God’s gift to accomplish good in this world that will 
bless us and point others to Jesus. 
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