
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study The Problem 
with Wealth. Solomon had all the riches he could desire and he found that they did not 
truly satisfy. It’s the same lesson that Paul taught in 1 Timothy, only a life with Christ 
leads to gain.  
Introduction: I cannot believe anyone would ever buy a bowl for $2 million dollars but 
that is what happened in 2013. A New York couple had bought a bowl at a garage sale 
for $3. It turned out to be a bowl from the Northern Song Dynasty that was over a 
thousand years old. The bowl had been displayed above their fireplace mantle and 
probably would have stayed there had someone who actually understood its value 
informed them. They soon placed the bowl with Sotheby’s Auction House where it 
fetched $2,000,000 
I bet the person who sold that gem for only $3 thought they were getting a pretty good 
gain. After all, an old bowl for $3 isn’t too bad of a price. I guess it’s better than throwing 
it in the garbage or donating it. You could at least get a soda and a candy bar for $3.  
Many have a similar set of scales when it comes to eternity. What’s worth more: 
pleasing God in one moment of time or acquiring a certain amount of money? Many of 
our choices testify to the fact that we really view money as the greatest gain. Few would 
likely admit that the almighty dollar is really their almighty—but the way we live might tell 
a different story. The Scriptures put money in its proper place. It isn’t the greatest gain.  

1. Money isn’t the greatest gain because you cannot take money with you 
into eternity 

You’ve heard it before, there are no u-hauls behind hearses. I’ve also appreciated the 
joke about the woman whose husband made her swear to bury him with all his money. 
The woman’s friend was shocked to find a box in the casket with the husband. Surely, 
she didn’t actually put all of his money in there with him. When the wife confided in her 
friend that she did in fact bury all his money with him, the friend was appalled until she 
was informed that the wife had wisely written him a check. You really cannot take it with 
you.  
Most Bible’s will have verses 7-8 indented as if it were a direct quotation from the Old 
Testament. It isn’t, but it is such a truism that you could find these words in many 
sources. You cannot take it with you. I think John Piper illustrates this well: 

Suppose someone passes empty-handed through the turnstiles at a big city art 
museum and begins to take the pictures off the wall and carry them importantly 
under his arm. You come up to him and say, “What are you doing?” He answers, 
“I’m becoming an art collector.” “But they’re not really yours,” you say, “and 
besides they won’t let you out with those. You’ll have to go out just like you came 
in.” But he answers again, “Sure they’re mine. I’ve got them under my arm. 
People look at me as an important dealer in the halls. And I don’t bother myself 
with thoughts about leaving. Don’t be a kill joy.” We would call this man a fool — 
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out of touch with reality. So is the person who spends himself to get rich in this 
life. We will go out just the way we came in.1 

 

2. Money isn’t the greatest gain because it never satisfies  
In verse 8 Paul speaks of contentment with the simple things in life and then in verse 9 
points to what a desire for money creates, a desire to be rich plunges people into ruin. 
The reason is because it never satisfies. Such is the case of Paul Michael Larson. 
Larson cheated his way to a big gain on Press Your Luck. I’m not even sure if cheating 
is the correct word—he put so much effort into studying the board he figured out its 
pattern. But he didn’t stop here. He died alone in his apartment filled with $1 bills. It was 
another get rich scheme. Larson could never stop. That’s an extreme case, perhaps, 
but it’s what Paul outline here in this text. Money cannot be the greatest gain because it 
never truly accomplishes what it promises. Those who desire to be rich are never rich 
enough. 
3. Money isn’t the greatest gain because it cannot save you.   
Paul outlines the sorry lot of those who make money their God. You cannot love both 
God and money. Our wallets are a barometer on the state of our hearts because it has 
a way of revealing what we actually believe is going to save us. It also displays what we 
think really matters. But money, as we see in verses 9-10, not only cannot save you it 
actually leads to the opposite—your destruction.  
All of verses 7-10 flow out of Paul’s declaration in verse 6, “But godliness with 
contentment is great gain”. There truly is great gain in godliness. Don’t be the fool who 
sells everything he has for something that doesn’t last. Sell everything you have for the 
One who truly can save your soul.  
Conclusion:  
Money isn’t the greatest gain because Christ is. Both cannot be Lord. Money cannot 
save you but Christ can (and does for those who have responded to Him in repentance 
and faith). Money can never satisfy but Christ does. You cannot take money with you 
into eternity—but you take all of Christ with you into eternity. And Christ has within him 
the storehouse of all riches. It is in Him that we truly find lasting wealth and great gain. 
So let us be content in him.  
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1 Source: https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/money-currency-for-christian-hedonism 


