
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Finding 
Meaning: When Life Feels Empty. Solomon who had riches and splendor wasn’t able to 
fully enjoy stuff. He hadn’t yet learned the lesson of the wildflowers of the field. 
Ecclesiastes is Solomon’s search for meaning. Jesus alludes to Solomon in Luke 12 
when he teaches us that only life in God will truly satisfy. 
Introduction:  
I was in sixth grade. And there she was. The most beautiful thing that I had ever laid 
eyes on. A Sony Discman D121. It would play my cds even while I was walking. It was 
guaranteed to not skip. Everything was leading up to this moment. If I could somehow 
possess one of these bad boys then I’d be instantly ushered into the cool kids group. 
Did I mention that it had bass boost? 
I had to have this thing. I mean had to have it.  
And I got it. Christmas 1993. This would be life changing.  
And it was. For about six months and then it became old and uncool. It started to skip 
when I walked. The bass boost wasn’t so boosty. Other cd players were cooler and 
louder. And they were coming out with new toys and new gadgets.  
I could have picked any toy or gadget. I have a drawer at home filled with the next best 
thing that I just had to have. But none of them satisfy. I think about that Discman and all 
the other gadgets when I read Luke 12:13-34. It’s the story of the rich fool who keeps 
building barns but isn’t rich toward God alongside Jesus’ lesson about God’s provision. 
 

1. Stuff creates an illusion of satisfaction 
A wealthy businessman was bothered when he came upon a fisherman sitting lazily at 
his boat. “Why aren’t you out there fishing?” he asked. The fisherman responded that 
he’d caught enough fish for that day. The rich man attempted to cajole the fisherman 
into catching more fish than he would need. But the fisherman wondered what in the 
world he would do with more fish than he needed. “‘What would I do with them?”, he 
asked. “You could earn more money,” came the impatient reply, “and buy a better boat 
so you could go deeper and catch more fish. You could purchase nylon nets, catch even 
more fish, and make more money. Soon you’d have a fleet of boats and be rich like me.” 
“But then what would I do?” asked the fisherman. “You could sit down and enjoy life,” 
said the wealthy businessman. “What do you think I’m doing now?” the fisherman 
replied as he looked placidly out to sea1. 
That wealthy businessman is much like the rich fool in Luke 12. Notice that he never 
actually acquires the happiness he desires. His statement, “You have many goods 
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stored up for many years. Take it easy; eat, drink, and enjoy yourself” is merely a wish. 
He thinks that if he can build these new barns then he will be satisfied.  
But if you cannot be satisfied with a little you won’t be satisfied with more. Stuff simply 
creates an illusion of satisfaction. Even if we readily acknowledge that our things aren’t 
fulfilling us today, we doggedly believe that we would finally be satisfied if we had but a 
bit more.  

2. Stuff cultivates anxious striving 
We can read Luke 12:16-19 and picture a wealthy guy sitting down and enjoying the 
fruit of his labor. But we know it’s not true. He’ll never be satisfied. It is, as J.D. 
Rockefeller said when asked how much money was enough, “A little more”. And that is 
what stuff does to us. It simply creates anxious striving for more and more of something 
that will never fulfill us.  
This is why Jesus says what he does about the ravens and the wildflowers of the field. 
He picked a seemingly useless bird and a useless little flower in the field and pointed to 
God’s provision for even these. If God cares for them don’t you think He will be able to 
provide for you? But you’ll never be satisfied with God’s lesser provision of food, shelter, 
and even stuff if you aren’t satisfied with His greatest provision—His Son.  
Anxiety in the heart comes from a heart that is “pursuing what the Gentiles do.” It’s also 
ineffectual. The wealthy farmer had a legitimate logistical problem. He didn’t have a way 
to store all of his stuff. But his biggest problem was a lack of contentment. And this lack 
of contentment led to anxiety induced planning. There is a better way… 

3. Seeking God truly satisfies 
Jesus outlines for us the better way. The Father delights to give us His kingdom. That 
means (as C.S. Lewis said) that “we are far too easily pleased”. We could have 
enjoyment of the kingdom but we are too busy building barns, worrying about clothes, 
stressing about paying the light bill, and being exhausted by our greed. It is only God 
who will truly satisfy. I appreciate these words by Ligon Duncan 

Jesus’ counterstrike against our coveting those things that we don't have is - you 
don't want enough. What you've set your heart on is too little because even if you 
got what your heart is set on, when it's not set on God, when it's not set on the 
kingdom, even if you got it, it wouldn't satisfy you, it wouldn't rid you of worry, it 
wouldn't give you joy because if your heart is set on anything less than God and 
His kingdom through Jesus Christ, it will not fulfill your desires. 

Conclusion:  
This text isn’t telling us that we aren’t supposed to enjoy stuff. It’s simply helping us to 
see that a pursuit of stuff will only lead to anxious toil because stuff isn’t ultimate, God 
is. Jesus helps us see that when we truly seek God’s kingdom—when our way of life is 
God-centered, we will actually be able to enjoy stuff. The gospel allows us to enjoy 
things as it actually comes to us. Or as Lewis said to enjoy the quiddity of a thing: 

…a serious, yet gleeful, determination to rub one’s nose in the very 
quiddity of each thing, to rejoice in its being (so magnificently) what it 
was.”  
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