
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Stand Up: How 
to Fight Injustice, these sermon outlines use the same Scripture passage as the small 
group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
Introduction: God is in control. I know we often say it, but do we believe it? God is at 
work, usually behind the scenes, to bring about His purpose. He does all things well, 
accomplishing that which is good. He will have His way when He pleases for His glory. 
Therefore, we can trust Him. 
 
Esther’s story reveals that God’s work brought about something good for the Jewish 
people and demonstrated His glory. God’s work included the following: 
 

1. A Reversal of Fortune 
Following Haman's hanging, on the very same day, the king gave Esther Haman's 
home and wealth; and the king gave Mordecai Haman's position and power. Haman’s 
estate would have been vast. Remember he had earlier boasted of his wealth. The 
signet ring gave the wearer the legal authority to act on the king’s behalf. The very ring 
that had been used by Haman to seal the fate of the Jews was bestowed on a Jew. 
What an irony. What a reversal of fortune. It was a banner day for Esther and Haman. 
This same king who had promoted Haman to his second in command and who had 
signed the law to annihilate the Jews had now spared the lives of Haman’s arch enemy, 
Mordecai, and his cousin, Esther, the Queen. Esther revealed her relationship with 
Mordecai.  
 
The king changed his mind. What made him reverse his position? Perhaps Proverbs 
21:1 answers that question: “A king’s heart is like channeled water in the LORD’s hand: 
He directs it wherever he chooses” (Prov. 21:1). We see God’s providential work behind 
the scenes. When God is in control, even a king’s heart is malleable to His will and 
ways.  
 
A cautionary note is in order. Not everyone’s story receives a happy ending, at least not 
on earth. Many believers suffer and undergo persecution for their strong stands and 
faithful behavior. God never promised that we would be rich and receive promotions, but 
He has assured us that He’s in control. And, He will have the final say over evil. If we 
don’t see the rewards on earth, we will get them in heaven.  
 

2. A Revoking of Evil 
The status of the Jewish people was still in jeopardy. Esther and Mordecai's fortune had 
been reversed but not the Jews. The edict that Haman proposed and the king signed 
was an unchangeable law. And, it would be carried out within the year. While the arch 
enemy Haman was hung, the Jewish people were still destined to die. Esther still had to 
act to rescue her people. 
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Esther, once again, in a separate encounter approached the king. She was heartbroken 
and devastated, knowing the impending atrocity. She appealed to the king, interceding 
for her people, with heightened intensity. She humbled herself, falling at his feet. She 
wept, something she had not done in the earlier encounters with the king. But, she knew 
her people’s fate still hung in the balance. The king could still deny the request. She 
implored with great anguish and great urgency.  
 
Haman’s plan was sheer evil, a holocaust against the Jews. He was one man who 
sought the annihilation of an entire people group. History has recorded such atrocities 
over and over again. No matter how justified or rationalized, it is pure evil. And evil must 
be stopped, averted, and revoked. 
 
Haman’s edict had become law, sealed by the king’s signet ring. A Persian Law could 
not be rescinded, not even by the king. The Jews’ fate was destined and determined. 
They would die. 
 
The king responded to Esther by holding out his golden scepter, a sign of his approval 
and acceptance. He encouraged her to present her petition. In politeness, she asked 
the king for a new law to be written that would revoke Haman's edict. For the first time, 
the king was explicitly informed that the people Haman sought to destroy were the 
Jews. She knew that absolutely nothing could be done without the king's permission.  
 
The king could not cancel the first decree. His hands were tied. But, he could authorize 
a second decree. The second edict would, in effect, neutralize the first order. The king 
granted Esther and probably Mordecai (the "you" in verse eight is plural) to write a new 
decree. They drafted a new decree that allowed all Jews in all the provinces to defend 
themselves against the attack. The new edict was signed and sealed and delivered to 
all the regions. The disaster averted. The evil revoked. The Jews were saved, rescued 
from annihilation. 
 

3. A Relief from Destruction 
The day of Haman's edict came. The Jews defended themselves as Esther, and 
Mordecai's new decree stated. They destroyed their enemies. The Jews got relief from 
their enemies. Their destruction evaded.  
 
A Warren Wiersbe stated, “The tables having been turned, the tables could now be 
spread.” Mordecai inaugurated a festival, establishing the Feast of Purim. He united the 
two days on which the Jews had defended themselves into one holiday. (Modern Jews 
celebrate Purim on the evening of Adar 14 in March. It is their most festive and favorite 
holiday.) This celebration memorialized the events that Esther and Mordecai played in 
the saving of many lives. It was and is a day to remember. The ceremony included 
sending gifts to one another and sending gifts to the poor.  
 
What are some takeaways from this story? 
 
One, when we know of someone needing to be rescued—physically, emotionally, or 
spiritually—we need to do everything in our power to save them. 
 
Two, we should not think we have done all we can because we are safe and secure 
when others are condemned to die. 
 
Three, one concerned person can make an enormous difference in the world. 
 
Four, we need to affirm our trust in God, even when things appear hopeless. 
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Rick Ezell is a pastor and writer. You can read more of his other writings at 
rickezell.com. 


