
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Stand Up: How 
to Fight Injustice, these sermon outlines use the same Scripture passage as the small 
group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
Introduction: We use questions all the time. Questions are important. They give us 
power. They put us in control of the conversation. As long as we are asking questions, 
we are in charge of the discussion. They give us information. And information is power 
and what we get from questions is information. They help us to bond. Questions that 
reveal personal details about the other person and things about which they are 
interested also gives us the opportunity to get closer to them. 
 
Albert Einstein wrote, “If I had an hour to solve a problem and my life depended on the 
solution, I would spend the first fifty-five minutes determining the proper question to ask, 
for once I know the proper question, I could solve the problem in less than five minutes.” 
 
King Ahasuerus knew the power of asking the right question. Any wise leader 
understands the value of the right question and recognizes the importance of asking 
those questions. 
 
The story picks up following King Ahasuerus’ sleepless night when he learned how 
Mordecai had foiled the assassination plot against the king. Haman had just entered the 
king’s court to seek permission to have Mordecai hung on the gallows outside his home 
that he has just erected. Before Haman could pose this question, the king asked Haman 
for the best way to honor a man the king favors. Haman suspected that the king was 
referring to Haman, again, revealing his pride and arrogance. And, with a quick turn of 
fate, the king instructed Haman to dress Mordecai in the royal robes, place a royal 
crown on his head, put him on the royal horse, and parade him around while saying, 
“This is the man the king honors.” Haman was mystified and mortified at what he had to 
do. Following Haman’s humiliation and his wife’s prophetic statement about Mordecai, 
“Since Mordecai is Jewish, and you have begun to fall before him, you won’t overcome 
him, because your downfall is certain” (6:13), he was escorted to Queen Esther’s feast.  
 
It must be noted that kings and queens did not frequently dine together, but when they 
did it was only for special occasions. And, Persian kings did not usually allow other 
men, just eunuchs, to associate with their wives. For Haman to be a guest was an 
honor and a privilege. As this chapter in this fantastic story of intrigue, contrasts, and 
irony reveals, it goes from bad to worse for Haman. And, it was the king’s questions that 
showed his character and sealed his fate. 
 

1. Request: “What is your request?” 
On the second day of Esther’s second feast, the king asked Esther again, which with 
the previous two times at the first feast made for the third time, “What is your wish? 
What is your request?” He informed the Queen that he would answer her request. The 
saying, “Whatever you seek, even to half the kingdom, will be done” (v. 2) is hyperbole, 
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exaggeration, meaning that the king will grant whatever the queen wanted within 
reason.  
 
Esther sat the table, aroused the king's curiosity, and baited the hook. She had 
impeccable timing. The king was anxious to know what was on Esther’s mind. But, she 
had to be very careful. She needed to expose Haman without indicting the king. Three 
aspects stand out in her reply. One, she did not immediately point a finger at Haman. 
Two, she identified with the Jewish people by saying "we," thereby revealing her identity 
as a Jew. Three, she would not have bothered the king if they were sold as slaves. 
Esther appealed to the king’s innocence and his self-interest. Esther spoke boldly and 
courageously on behalf of her people. She entered into the suffering of her people. She 
was tactful, eloquent, and persuasive.  
 

2. Revelation: “Who is this?” 
The king responded to Esther's response by asking another question, a logical one: 
"Who is this, and where is the one who would devise such a scheme?” (v. 5). The king’s 
honor was offended that someone would attempt to injure his queen and her people. It’s 
worth noting that neither the king or Haman knew that Esther was Jewish until this 
moment. It probably had not clicked in their minds. And, it was clear that the king had 
no memory of Haman’s plot to annihilate the Jewish people and his role in it. With 
remarkable irony, the king asked for the identity and the location of the man who dared 
execute this dastardly scheme. Wildly, the man who hatched this plan and set it into 
motion was in the same room, drinking the same wine, eating the same food, as the 
king. 
 
Knowing the king had a hand in this devious plan but knowing that Haman was the 
finger pulling the trigger, Esther pointed at Haman, “The adversary and enemy is this 
evil Haman” (v. 6). She employed three strong words: adversary, enemy, and evil 
before she called Haman by name. Haman was all three: An adversary of the Jews, an 
enemy to justice and righteousness, and an evil man with revenge on his mind and 
blood on his hands.   
 
Immediately, the story writer revealed the reactions of both Haman and the king. Haman 
“stood terrified” (v. 6). The word used communicated fear and trembling as when 
someone has a divine encounter or knows their doom is sealed. Haman was exposed 
for the wicked and despicable man he was. He was hopeless. His world came crashing 
down.  
 
The king, on the other hand, rose in a fit of rage and left the room. He walked to the 
palace garden. Did he realize that he, too, was implicated because he signed Haman’s 
edict into law? Would he have to admit his part in the conspiracy? Since Persian Laws 
were not irreversible, was he trying to figure a way out of this mess? Did he like Haman, 
after all, Haman was his second in command and was trying to think a way out, so he 
didn’t have to kill his friend?  
 
No indication is given, to how long the king was absent from the queen and Haman. 
But, when he returned this dilemma solved itself with a fantastic twist of events. Was it a 
coincidence or was God working behind the scenes? The king’s problem was solved, 
revealed in his third question. 
 

3. Reaping: “Would you violate the queen while I’m in the house?” 
While the king was outside deliberating on what to do about Haman, the Jews, and 
Esther, Haman was inside pleading with the queen for his life. They were alone. Harem 
protocol dictated that no one but the king is left alone with the queen. And, no one could 
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approach or be within seven steps of one of the king's harem. Haman was begging, 
bowing, and cowering for his life. He fell on the couch where Esther was reclining.  
 
Again, note the irony. Haman was angry at Mordecai, the Jew, because he would not 
bow or fall prostrate before him, now Haman fell before Esther, a Jew, a relative of 
Mordecai. Haman, a man, was begging a woman for his life. Haman wanted to kill all 
Jews without mercy, now he pleaded for mercy from a Jew. 

When the king returned from the palace garden, he witnessed Haman’s actions. He 
asked, “Would he actually violate the queen while I am in the house?” (v. 8). It was a 
question and a verdict all in one. Haman was condemned. He had violated the king, the 
harem protocol. His fate was sealed. He drove the nails in his coffin. Haman was 
sentenced to death, but what was he guilty of? In the king's eyes, he was guilty of 
forcing himself on the queen; in Esther's eyes, he was guilty of trying to annihilate her 
people; in God's eyes, he was guilty of pride and envy. 

"They covered his face" (v. 8), a sign of death. Haman was a sentenced felon on his 
way to the execution. There would be no reprieve.  

Haman was hung from the gallows of his making. The same day he honored Mordecai 
by parading him through the streets of Susa, then to a banquet for him and the king, he 
was executed. A humiliating death it was. The gallows—a seventy-five-foot stake in the 
ground on which one was impaled—was built by Haman’s house.  

Again, note the irony. Haman built the gallows for Mordecai, but it was the king who 
used the gallows on Haman. The unrighteous intentions of a wicked man were used 
against him. He who lives by the sword dies by the sword or, in this case, he who builds 
the gallows, dies on the gallows. We reap what we sow.  

 
Rick Ezell is a pastor and writer. You can read more of his other writings at 
rickezell.com. 


