
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Stand Up: How 
to Fight Injustice, these sermon outlines use the same Scripture passage as the small 
group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
Introduction: In the 1924 Paris Olympics, Eric Liddell did not compete in a race 
scheduled for Sunday. He based his decision on his conviction of honoring the Sabbath 
Day. A few days later, before another race for which he had not prepared but was 
allowed to compete, a fellow competitor put a note in Eric’s hand: “He who honors me, I 
will honor.” Eric raced with his convictions in tack. He honored God; and, God blessed 
him. Eric Liddell won the race and the gold medal. 
 
A person of conviction stands for what is right. They know what they believe and why 
and act accordingly. Convictions are foundational issues of life. Convictions are the 
motivating and driving force of life. Convictions are the reasons we act as we do, and, 
sometimes, the reason we are willing to die.  
 
Mordecai was a man of convictions. He had adopted Esther and treated her as his 
daughter. Mordecai was his Persian name. Mordecai's great-grandfather was Kish, who 
went into captivity with Jehoiachin (vv. 5-6). Mordecai, along with Esther, was probably 
a descendant of the leading citizens of Jerusalem who went into exile in 597 B.C. 
Because of Esther’s influence, once she became Queen, Mordecai received an 
appointment to a governmental position as a magistrate or judge. In this post, Mordecai 
was forced to put his convictions on the line. He, along with us, will be forced to make 
choices that will define our lives. Here are a few characteristics of Mordecai's life that is 
needed in our lives today. 
 

1. He showed up. 
Three times the phrase “at the king’s gate” is mentioned (2:19, 21, 3:2). The “king’s 
gate” was where people settled legal matters in the capital. It was a place of commerce, 
business, and activity. Mordecai was at work, deciding on official state business. 
 
He reminds us that part of our convictions is doing those things needed to function in 
life. We will find ourselves in places of commerce, work, and responsibility. As mundane 
and regular as it may be, we are to live out our convictions. As Christians, we should be 
known for our integrity, honesty, industriousness, and execution. We often think of 
conviction as making the grand and glorious gestures, but conviction should be an 
everyday occurrence as we perform our daily tasks and responsibilities. 
 

2. He spoke up. 
Mordecai’s position at the king’s gate enabled him to overhear the plot to assassinate 
the king (vv. 21-23). Two of the king's eunuchs got upset with the king and plotted to kill 
him. Mordecai told Esther who in turn informed the king "in the name of Mordecai." 
Following the investigation, that proved to be true, and the two men were executed.  
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It would have been easy for Mordecai not to say anything, allowing the coup to unfold. 
The king would have been killed, and Queen Esther would perhaps become the ruling 
monarch. Even though Ahasuerus was Persian and Mordecai and Esther were Jewish, 
and it would put Esther in line for the throne, it was not right to keep silent. Mordecai 
spoke up. He did the right thing. 
 
Interestingly, Mordecai did not receive a promotion, recognition, or a reward for his 
courageous act of saving the king. In fact, he was forgotten, though his actions were 
recorded in the book of chronicles in the presence of the king. This recording becomes 
a vital issue later on the story.  
 

3. He stood up. 
Mordecai was not promoted because he spoke up, saving the king's life. His arch-
nemesis, Haman, was promoted. Haman is the antagonist in this story. Two bits of 
seemingly insignificant information about each man is critical to this drama: “In the 
fortress of Susa, there was a Jewish man named Mordecai, son of Jair, son of Shimei, 
son of Kish, a Benjaminite" (2:5). And "After all this took place, King Ahasuerus honored 
Haman, son of Hammedatha the Agagite" (3:1). Why would the writer detail their 
lineage? It’s a tell-tale sign of the impending conflict. Haman was a descendant of 
Agag, king of the Amalekites (1 Sam. 15:8). God had declared war on the Amalekites 
and wanted them erased from the earth. The Agagite label distinguished Haman as a 
mortal enemy of the Jews. (The story’s writer confirms this fact in 3:10.) This 
designation sheds light on Haman’s anger and prejudice, revealing the conflict in the 
story. A running feud existed between the Agagites and the Benjaminites that had 
continued for centuries.  
 
Haman was second only to the king, promoted to the right hand of the king. Though 
Haman received no title, he is often labeled vizier or prime minister. Upon receiving his 
position, all the officials at the king's gate bowed down and paid homage to Haman, but 
not Mordecai. Mordecai stood up.  
 
Mordecai’s refusal to bow before Haman may have been from ancient Jewish 
antagonism toward the Amalekites. He demonstrated civil disobedience. Or, he refused 
to bow down for religious reasons, he would not worship Haman as a deity. Or, he just 
refused to give Haman undeserved adoration.  
 
For whatever reason, Mordecai refused to bow down. He stood tall. He acted in good 
conscience. He refused to compromise his beliefs, values, and worship. He would not 
bow to pressure. He remained faithful to God.  
 

4. He paid up. 
Mordecai's decision had far-reaching consequences. Did he perceive the potential 
backlash to his people? Because Mordecai refused to bow down and Haman would not 
lay hands of Mordecai, Haman in his fury decided to annihilate the entire Jewish 
population. Mordecai's put the whole of the Jewish race between the crosshairs of 
Haman's anger. He lay every Jewish man and woman, boy and girl on the table. It was 
a daring gamble.  
 
Mordecai’s refusal to bow down infuriated Haman. He sought revenge, but it was in 
disproportionate proportions. He wanted to exterminate all Jews living in Persia. Haman 
was a small prideful man hungry for power. His power went to his head. When Mordecai 
refused to bow down Haman’s rage spilled over like a volcano about to destroy 
everyone and everything in his path.  
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Punishing Mordecai alone was not sufficient for Haman. He wanted all the Jewish 
people dead, showing his hatred for the Jewish people. Here the main plot of the story 
is revealed: the attempt to destroy the Jewish people. When Mordecai told his ethnicity 
and refused to bow down, the wheels for genocide were set into motion.  
 
As history reveals, identification with God results in hatred, abuse, and unfair treatment. 
The hatred that Haman possessed against the Jews along with his positional power 
inaugurated the possible complete destruction of the Jewish people, living throughout 
Ahasuerus’ kingdom.  
 
Remember that the extermination of the Jews would mean the end of the messianic 
promise. Mordecai would die and so would Esther. Once annihilated there would be no 
channel through whom Jesus would come.  
 
Haman might have been satisfied in executing Mordecai. However, when he decided to 
wipe out the race God chose to bless, he embarked on a course of action that would 
cost him his life. 
 
It was a risk that Mordecai took. Would it pay off? Would God intervene? Would the 
Jewish people be spared? 
 
Rick Ezell is a pastor and writer. You can read more of his other writings at 
rickezell.com. 


