
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Stand Up: How 
to Fight Injustice, these sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages from the 
small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. The great 
reformer Martin Luther boldly proclaimed his convictions and left the results up to the 
Lord. Esther knew that she had to boldly speak to the King. But she also knew that she 
wasn’t responsible for the king’s response. We too must be bold and yet leave the 
results up to God.  
Introduction:  
When you think of Martin Luther you likely think of a bold reformer. We remember it as 
his powerful “Here I Stand” speech reverberating throughout the land and launching the 
Protestant Reformation. We like a Luther who never wavered. Luther stood before his 
accusers and boldly declared:  

Unless I am convinced by the testimony of the Holy Scriptures or by evident 
reason-for I can believe neither pope nor councils alone, as it is clear that they 
have erred repeatedly and contradicted themselves-I consider myself convicted 
by the testimony of Holy Scripture, which is my basis; my conscience is captive 
to the Word of God. Thus I cannot and will not recant, because acting against 
one's conscience is neither safe nor sound. God help me. Amen. 

But this bold speech did not happen in a vacuum. Luther was more of a trembling 
reformer on the day before this emboldened speech. He asked for more time to 
consider. That night was spent in private prayer. One can read his prayers from that 
evening and see the struggle that Luther had. But he emerged the next day bold and 
ready to stand upon his convictions. He placed himself and the results of his trial in the 
hands of the Lord. His boldness came from his time spent with the Lord the night 
before. 
Such boldness comes from a history with God. This was truth of Luther and it was true 
of Peter and John as they stood before the Sanhedrin in Acts 4.  

1. Bold speech comes from the Spirit’s witness to Jesus 
Some people are naturally bold. It appears that boldness (or maybe rashness) was a 
character trait of both Peter and John even before they received the Spirit. But keep in 
mind that when their life was at stake at the point of Jesus’ crucifixion these two were 
cowering in the corner. The right type of boldness (which is married to humility) only 
comes through the Spirit. And the boldness which is unflinching in regards to God’s 
Word comes to us through the Spirit’s work of being a witness to Jesus. As we read in 
4:20 Peter and John were more conduits than anything else. They couldn’t help but 
speak of what they had seen and heard.  
We have that same power and promise. Though speaking to preachers, Albert N. 
Martin’s counsel is fitting to anyone engaged in bold speech. This is the question, says 
Martin, the Spirit is asking of preachers on Sunday morning: 
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“Will I be able to do My most delightful work today through that man’s 
preaching?  Will the preacher give Me sufficient material with which to do 
My work?  I have the lights all ready to turn on and focus on Jesus.  Will 
the preacher put Christ and front and center so that I can turn the 
floodlights of My influence on the Savior?” 

When we are centered on Christ we can be confident that the Spirit’s work of shining a 
floodlight on Jesus will be at work in us. 

2. Bold speech does not require personal greatness 
The most amazing thing to the earliest of Christians was the ordinary nature of Jesus’ 
choice for disciples. These were simple and unlearned men. He did not choose the 
greatest from culture. He chose the least. This made it all the more amazing and 
showed the power of God more effectively that it was simple men, like Peter and John, 
who were setting the world ablaze with their powerful preaching.  
In order to be bold it doesn’t take personal greatness. Our boldness is not dependent 
upon us or our personality. The shyest of person is able to be bold when the gospel 
calls for it. The only qualification is that such a one has “been with Jesus”. If you 
struggle with boldness, you don’t have to go on a quest to be more bold and brave. It’s 
likely that such a quest would give you the wrong kind of boldness. Instead, spend time 
with Jesus and let His heart captivate yours. Boldness will come to an obedient heart 
that loves Jesus. 

3. Bold speech is accompanied by consistent action 
The Peter and John of the Gospel accounts could be described as men of much speech 
and little action. This is especially true of Peter. But what we see in the account of Acts 
are men who are not simply talk but also with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power. 
They got themselves in trouble because they were preaching and healing folks. Their 
action matched their words. They did not just talk about love they actually did acts of 
love.  
In the same way our boldness must not simply be boldness of tongue. We must have a 
boldness with our actions.  
Conclusion:  
Peter and John could not help but speak of the gospel. For many of us today we cannot 
help but be silent about the gospel. Perhaps it is because we have not “been with 
Jesus’ as the disciples had. W.E. Sangster points to the source of our boldness: 

Let a man be laid hold of by certain truths, let him see them as facts and not only 
as feelings, let him see them lying at the heart of reality and with immense 
significance, not only to himself but to the whole race, and they will give an urge 
and warmth and conviction to his proclamation which is quite transforming1.  
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