
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Stand Up: How 
to Fight Injustice, these sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages from the 
small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. To truly fight for 
biblical justice will require marathon runners instead of sprinters. Jesus calls us to count 
the cost of discipleship. Biblical justice is a part of discipleship and as such we must 
count the cost of following Christ on this path. It is costly, but it is worth it.  
Introduction:  
“A safe place for your family,” piped the radio station. I’m pretty sure I know what they 
were attempting to communicate. They were attempting to say that you can turn your 
radio dial to the Christian radio station and not have to worry that your children will be 
exposed to smut. But as I thought about this slogan I couldn’t help but think about the 
words of Mr. Beaver describing Aslan the King to a confused Susan.  

“Safe?” said Mr. Beaver; “don’t you hear what Mrs. Beaver tells you? Who said 
anything about safe? ‘Course he isn’t safe. But he’s good. He’s the King, I tell you.” 

Susan had assumed that Aslan the King was a man. But he was a lion. And lion’s aren’t 
the picture of safety. But this lion is the picture of goodness. In the same way as Susan 
we are often confused that our God isn’t necessarily safe. Jesus confirms this when he 
consistently tells his disciples to count the cost before following him. The cost is death. 
But it’s worth it.  

1. Disciples must count the cost 
In one episode of the NBC hit comedy, The Office, the lovable doof, Michael Scott, 
comes into the office jazzed up from an episode of Oprah. Angelina Jolie had adopted a 
baby and it was life-changing and Michael wanted that experience. When informed by 
his secretary that the process could be at minimum eight months, Michael responded by 
saying, “I don't even know if I'll want a baby in eight months.” Clearly he had not 
counted the cost of adoption.  
In a similar way Jesus calls on his would-be disciples to truly count the cost of following 
him. He illustrates this with two parables. In both the point is the same—going half way 
leaves wreckage behind. It’d be better to not even start the journey. J.C. Ryle explains 
well:  

Our Lord spoke as He did to prevent men following Him lightly and inconsiderately, 
from mere carnal feeling or temporary excitement, who in time of temptation would 
fall away. He knew that nothing does so much harm to the cause of true religion as 
backsliding, and that nothing causes so much backsliding as enlisting disciples 
without letting them know what they take in hand. He had no desire to swell the 
number of His followers by admitting soldiers who would fail in the hour of need1.  

                                                
1 From http://www.gracegems.org/Ryle/l14.htm 
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2. The cost of discipleship is our life 
Part of the reason we must count the cost of discipleship is because the cost is so high. 
As Dietrich Bonhoeffer said, “When Christ calls a man, he bids him come and die.” In 
this passage Jesus calls would be disciples to not put family ahead of him, personal 
possessions, or even our own lives.  
A story is told of a little boy who was giving blood to save the life of his sister who 
desperately needed a blood transfusion. While in the middle of giving blood, the little 
boy became observably upset. The doctor assumed he was getting queasy from the act 
of giving blood. He was shocked, though, at the little boy’s question. “How long until I’m 
going to die?” He had assumed that once he gave his blood for his big sister that he 
would be giving his very life. Thankfully he had wrongly counted the cost, but 
nevertheless he was willing to pay it. As Christians we are called to give our lives, are 
we paying it?  

3. Paying the cost is always worth it 
After the rich young ruler walked away the disciples were astounded. It was customary 
belief that the wealthy were the closest to God, so they reasoned that if such a one was 
unable to enter into heaven what chance did they stand. But Peter understood a bit 
about the cost of discipleship. They had left everything to follow him—so what did this 
mean for them? Jesus’ answer is great news. It tells us that every bit of sacrifice is 
worth it.  
This is what David Livingstone meant when he said that he’d never made a sacrifice:  

For my own part, I have never ceased to rejoice that God has appointed me to 
such an office. People talk of the sacrifice I have made in spending so much of 
my life in Africa. . . . Is that a sacrifice which brings its own blest reward in 
healthful activity, the consciousness of doing good, peace of mind, and a bright 
hope of a glorious destiny hereafter? Away with the word in such a view, and with 
such a thought! It is emphatically no sacrifice. Say rather it is a privilege. Anxiety, 
sickness, suffering, or danger, now and then, with a foregoing of the common 
conveniences and charities of this life, may make us pause, and cause the spirit 
to waver, and the soul to sink; but let this only be for a moment. All these are 
nothing when compared with the glory which shall be revealed in and for us. I 
never made a sacrifice. 

The glory which awaits us will make the cost of our lives exceedingly worth it.  
Conclusion:  
It is true that Jesus isn’t necessarily safe. In fact he calls us to die to ourselves—and at 
times even to pay the price of our physical lives. Yet, every bit of sacrifice is worth it 
compared to the eternal weight of glory.  
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