
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “Stand Up: How 
to Fight Injustice,” these sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages from the 
small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. Esther and 
Mordecai were put in a difficult situation. They could have remained silent and kept 
themselves comfortable or their could act courageously and risk their lives for others. 
The apostle Paul faced a similar situation when he noticed the highly-esteemed disciple, 
Peter, refusing to eat with Gentiles.  
Introduction:  
Martin Luther King Jr. once quipped, “In the end, we will remember not the words of our 
enemies, but the silence of our friends.” The most painful wounds of injustice are often 
delivered by those who refuse to stand up when they have the power to do so.  
A quote, often misattributed to the Protestant Reformer Martin Luther but actually from a 
historical novel, speaks to our need for not remaining silent when the situation calls for 
action:   

If I profess, with the loudest voice and the clearest exposition, every portion of the 
truth of God except precisely that little point which the world and the devil are at that 
moment attacking, I am not confessing Christ, however boldly I may be professing 
Christianity. Where the battle rages the loyalty of the soldier is proved; and to be 
steady on all the battle-field besides is mere flight and disgrace to him if he flinches 
at that one point. (From, The Chronicles of the Schoenberg Cotta Family) 

The apostle Paul was given such a situation when Peter began to refuse to eat with 
Gentiles because he was overcome with fear of influential Jewish people. Galatians 
2:11-14 tells the story. And it also gives us a model for appropriate convictional 
boldness.  

1. Our boldness must be gospel-motivated 
You’ve likely seen one of the meme’s on the internet of a person unable to go to sleep 
because “someone is wrong on the internet”. Odds are you, or someone you know, has 
gotten into a spat on social media. It seems that the comfort and relative anonymity of 
our keyboards is fertile breeding ground for “bold warriors”. It’s easy to take an 
impassioned stance online with little possibility of reprisal. It’s quite another to do it 
when it might actually cost you something.  
When Paul confronted Peter he was not motivated by the mere fact that the other 
apostle was wrong. There are other examples (cf Philippians 1:18) where Paul ignored 
rather than confronting. The difference is always when the gospel is at stake. Paul 
rebuked Peter because his “conduct was not in step with the truth of the gospel”. Had 
this been mere preference Paul would have likely remained silent.  
Some of us might have a natural propensity to a type of boldness which always 
passionately speaks our mind. To such we must remember that we should reserve our 
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greatest passions and boldness for issues directly related to the gospel. Others might 
have a natural propensity to being quiet and such boldness is a giant leap of faith. In 
this case we must remember that the gospel always deserves our bold proclamation. 

2. Our boldness must be others-focused 
Peter did not have a change in theology; rather his theology was hi-jacked by his sinful 
fear of man. As is usually the case, Peter’s sin did not end with Peter alone, it drew 
others in. Because of this Paul had to rebuke Peter publically.  
Had Paul been silent, or even had he only rebuked Peter privately, he would not have 
been loving others as Jesus commanded. The amount of “others” who are impacted 
dictates the extent of our boldness. Had Peter’s fear been only private it likely would 
have remained with Paul and Peter, Paul’s boldness would have been a private 
boldness. But because “even Barnabas” was led astray by Peter’s sin, Paul had to be 
publically bold. Others had to be drawn back into the truth.  
In the same way our boldness must not be focused on ourselves but for the good of 
others. It is one thing to be bold for the sake of self. It is quite another to be bold for the 
sake of others. The latter is more the way of Christ.  

3. Our boldness must be biblically-informed 
Paul’s argument with Peter was not a disputable matter. Peter’s actions “were not in 
step with the gospel”, this was not a mere difference of opinion or application of biblical 
truth. This was in direct contradiction. Our boldness should be tempered when we are 
discussing an unclear point of application or a disputable matter, but when firm biblical 
truth is at stake we must be bold.  
One of the most important statements John Calvin makes in his Institutes concerns the 
nature of biblical truth: 

Indeed, vanity joined with pride can be detected in the fact that, in seeking God, 
miserable men do not rise above themselves as they should, but measure him by 
the yardstick of their own carnal stupidity, and neglect sound investigation; thus 
out of curiosity they fly off into empty speculations. They do not therefore 
apprehend God as he offers himself, but imagine him as they have fashioned him 
in their own presumption. When this gulf opens, in whatever direction they move 
their feet, they cannot but plunge headlong into ruin. 

When our boldness is attached to the speculative we are on shaky grounds. But when 
our boldness is attached to the Scriptures (as God has offered himself) then we are on 
firm footing and must proceed in boldness.  
Conclusion:  
 
We live in a day and age in which conversations are more welcomed than boldness, 
especially in the area of biblical truth. Yet in such a time as this we must be even more 
bold in the gospel. The situation does not call for waffling or continual conversations, but 
a bold and loving proclamation of truth. Spurgeon was correct, “We do not deliberate, 
for we have decided. To be forever holding the truth of God, as though it might 
yet turn out to be a lie, were to lose all the comfort of it.”  
In what areas might God be calling you to boldly speak? In what relationships does love 
compel you to stand up with conviction?  
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