
 

          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Stand Up: How 
to Fight Injustice, these sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages from the 
small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. To the 
untrained eye, the circumstances in the life of Esther might look like a host of wonderful 
coincidences. But the biblically informed reader knows this is the hand of God. We see 
a similar story in that of Joseph.  
Introduction: I confess my frustration with the media. I’m often humored at the different 
way the same event is reported differently depending on the political persuasion of the 
news outlet which is reporting. I doubt this is unique to our digital age. I imagine if we 
could read local newspapers from biblical times they would read much different than we 
would expect. Some of the significant events recorded in Scripture would have been 
back page stories (if they even made the papers at all). We cannot merely chalk this up 
to partisanship. The truth is we are fallen and finite creatures who can never know the 
whole story. Even the most faithful of reporter would lack the ability to read the unseen 
headline.  
Can you imagine how you would have reported on the life of Joseph as it unfolded? His 
history with Potiphar’s wife would have certainly made a terrific true crime podcast. 
When he found himself in prison after this even, it certainly would have seemed like his 
story was over. Likewise, there are several points in the story when it would have 
seemed fitting to write a rags-to-riches story, only to see Joseph back on the bottom.  
Yet through it all God was sovereignly orchestrating history to not only bless Joseph but 
also extend His purposes throughout the world. The unchanging God still works 
similarly.   

1. God is sovereign over our suffering (Genesis 50:20) 
Joseph had a roller coaster of a life. As a favored son with dreams of being exalted the 
young Joseph could have easily been given to pride. But he wasn’t. He was obedient to 
his father, Jacob, and more importantly to God. Yet this did not lead to a quick 
promotion in life. In fact, because of the jealousy of his brothers, Joseph ended up sold 
as a slave. His home and his inheritance were stripped from him.  
It would be understandable to conclude from this story that God’s plan for Joseph was 
being thwarted. But as Joseph rises to power in the house of Potiphar we begin to see 
the fulfillment of God’s plan for Joseph. But God’s plan for Joseph is much greater than 
being in the highest position in the home of a powerful man. God’s plan is for Joseph to 
be in the highest position in the palace of the most powerful nation.  
In order to get Joseph into this position, the story takes another turn. Joseph is falsely 
accused of impropriety with Potiphar’s wife. Though honorable every step of the way, he 
is demoted from high rank to an inmate in the king’s prison.  
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Joseph has been faithful to God through this whole ordeal and ended up a slave once 
and a prisoner the other time. What questions would you be asking if your life took a 
similar turn? Would you question whether God was sovereign over the suffering? Would 
you question His goodness?  
But the unseen headline in Joseph’s life read something quite different. He wasn’t 
merely another prominent member of society disgraced by scandal. God had placed 
Joseph in that prison as a means to get Joseph to the palace. And he did all of this not 
only for Joseph but to preserve the people of Israel. And this was not simply to preserve 
the Israelites but also to provide the line through which the ultimate Rescuer would 
come. God’s sovereignty over the suffering of Joseph is directly related to our salvation 
through Jesus the Suffering Servant.  
This is why Joseph could say that even though the brothers meant to do him harm, God 
meant it for good. This same would be true of Jesus (see Acts 4:24-30). God is always 
working, even when the enemy means to do us evil, to do His children good. We may 
not know the specific details about what God is doing in our suffering but we do know 
that God is doing something.  
What might the headline in heaven read about the suffering that you are presently 
enduring?  

2. God is sovereign over our success (Genesis 45:4-9) 
We tend to blame God for our problems and give credit to ourselves for success. I’ve 
seldom had to counsel someone through periods of blessing. There aren’t as many 
“why” questions when we are standing on the mountaintop. But biblically speaking we 
should be more blown away by these moments than our time in the valley.  
Joseph models for us a heart which readily acknowledges God as the source of every 
bit of His success. And he did not do this in a way which merely gave God a hat tip for 
blessing Him. This is not a half-hearted Grammy speech. Joseph informs his brothers 
that not only was God sovereign over his suffering (that they caused), but that God was 
also sovereign over Joseph’s rise to power. And this would be for their good and God’s 
glory.  
The success that God gives us is not meant to terminate on our own heads. God gives 
us success so we can bless others just as Joseph did. God is always at work behind the 
scenes, not to make our lives easy or comfortable but to make us holy so we can enjoy 
His grace and extend His glory.  
Conclusion:  
Regardless of what your newspaper reads, there is a story which supersedes every 
other. It is the story of God receiving glory as He saves sinners through the finished 
work of His Son. It’s a story of creating passionate worshippers from all around the 
globe. And this story, though so often playing out in the background, will never be 
thwarted.  
 
Is your life defined by the headlines which are seen or are you motivated by the unseen 
headline? The sovereignty of God creates in us a boldness to obey Him at all cost, and 
ultimately to surrender to the Lordship of Christ.  
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