
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the 
small group study God Is, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages 
as the small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
The Point: The empty tomb points to the faithfulness of God. 
 
Introduction: As a pastor, I’ve had quite a few dealings with death.  As I deal with the 
bereaved families, I’m often reminded why the Bible speaks of death as an enemy.  
Death takes away our friends and our loved ones, and it wreaks a lot of pain and 
sorrow.  Nevertheless, we can take comfort in the fact that death is a defeated enemy.  
Last year I attended a men’s conference where one of the speakers was Si Robertson, 
better known as “Uncle Si”, of “Duck Dynasty” fame.  He brought his usual humor and 
crazy stories, but he also said something I thought was rather profound.  He said the 
death and resurrection of Jesus reminds that Jesus has taken care of two problems that 
we couldn’t fix.  If He had died and not risen again, He’d only fixed one of the problems, 
but with His resurrection He fixed both.  His death fixed the problem of sin, and His 
resurrection fixed the problem of death. 
Sadly, many people worshiping in churches today do not believe Jesus actually rose 
from the dead.  They think the resurrection is a nice story that gives people hope, but 
they don’t believe it actually happened.  Yet the apostle Paul said, “If Christ be not risen, 
then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain.”  If Jesus did not rise from the 
dead, then the whole ministry of the gospel is an exercise in futility.  Why is the 
resurrection of Jesus so important?  What it so great about the empty tomb? 
 

I. The mystery of the empty tomb. 
 
A. “They came unto the sepulcher” – “They” refers to the women who were 

mentioned in the previous chapter (Luke 23:49, 55-56). 
1. They had seen Jesus crucified and buried. 

a. They had no doubt that He was dead. 
b. They took note of where He was buried, so there was no chance 

that they went to the wrong tomb (23:56). 
2. They were coming to pay their last respects. 

a. Jesus was buried late on Friday afternoon, and the Sabbath began 
at sundown. 

b. The women had not been able to anoint the body on Friday, so now 
that the Sabbath was over, they desired to do so. 

B. “They found the stone rolled away”. 
1. The stone in front of the tomb was very heavy, and was specifically 

designed to prevent theft. 
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a. According to Mark, the women wondered who would move the 
stone for them (Mark 16:3). 

b. Matthew notes that the tomb was also sealed and guarded to 
prevent anyone from stealing the body (Matthew 27:62-66). 

2. For centuries people have tried to explain the empty tomb, but none of 
their theories are satisfactory.  
a. Even Jewish sources acknowledge that Jesus’ body was placed in 

a tomb, and that the tomb was found empty. 
b. Jesus’ disciples were in hiding. 

 
II. The miracle of the empty tomb. 

 
A. Two angels appeared and asked the women, “Why seek ye the living 

among the dead?” 
1. Why do people visit gravesites? 

a. It helps people cope with loss. 
b. They can no longer show love to their deceased friends or loved 

ones, so visiting their graves is the next best thing. 
c. No one goes to a gravesite to visit a living person.  

2. The angels reminded the women of what Jesus had said. 
a. He had told them all along that He would be crucified, and that He 

would rise again the third day. 
b. The women suddenly remembered His words. 

B. There can be no middle ground regarding the resurrection. 
1. Either it happened or it did not. 

a. If the resurrection did not happen, then Jesus was a fraud. 
b. If the resurrection did happen, then it sets the Christian faith apart 

from all other religions of the world.   
2. Talk of a “spiritual resurrection” makes no sense. 

a. If Jesus’ resurrection was only “spiritual”, then what was the point of 
the empty tomb? 

b. The disciples later saw Him and touched Him (Luke 24:39). 
 

III. The message of the empty tomb. 
 
A. The women ran and told the disciples what had happened. 

1. The disciples were skeptical. 
a. In those days, women were not considered trustworthy witnesses. 
b. Many argue that the resurrection of Jesus sprang from wishful 

thinking, yet the Bible tells us again and again that Jesus’ own 
disciples had a hard time coming to grips with it.   

2. Peter finally went to the tomb.   
a. John went with him (John 20:3-4). 
b. Peter noticed the linens had been left behind.   
c. John noticed the grave clothes were arranged in an orderly 

manner. 
• When I was a pastor in Missouri, our church was broken into 

twice, and one time our church van was stolen.  If I learned 
anything from those experiences, I learned that thieves are not 
neat!  On all three occasions, they made a big mess.  That 
stands to reason, since they’re in a hurry.  If thieves had stolen 
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the body of Jesus, they likely would not have stripped it.  Even if 
they had, they’d have scattered the linens all over the place. 

B. Why is the resurrection of Jesus so important? 
1. It proves that Jesus was really who He claimed to be. 
2. It proves that His death was voluntary (John 10:17-18). 
3. It proves He has power over death. 

 
Conclusion: Easter of 2018 will fall on April 1.  Most people think of that day as “April 
Fools’ Day”, but it has a more somber meaning for my family.  It’s the anniversary of my 
Dad’s death.  A few years ago, on the anniversary of his death, my brother and I were 
reminiscing about him via social media.  We miss our Dad a lot.  Still, my brother said 
something I hope I never forget.  He said, “God did him a favor, Ken.  He’d be fit to be 
tied if he could see what’s going on in our country right now.”   
I had to admit he was right.  Dad was a career soldier, and he used to have fits over 
some of the decisions our political leaders made about the military and situations 
overseas (his criticisms were bipartisan).  Things haven’t improved since Dad’s death; if 
anything, they’ve gotten worse.  I don’t put the blame on any political party.  I blame it 
on the fact that we live in a messed-up world.  Things in this world seem to be spinning 
out of control, but aren’t you glad to know our Lord is still in control?  He has beaten 
death itself, so we can rest assured He will win the final victory.  That, my friends, is 
what’s so great about an empty tomb! 
___________________________ 
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