
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the 
small group study God Is, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages 
as the small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
The Point: Because God is righteous, He will ultimately make all things right. 
 
Introduction: I always enjoy the Readers’ Digest, particularly its section entitled, 
“Laughter: The Best Medicine”.  Some years ago it contained a story about a scientist 
who told God He was no longer needed.  The scientist told God, “We’ve advanced so 
far in science and technology that we can do everything for ourselves.  We don’t really 
need you any longer.”  God challenged the scientist to a man-making contest, using the 
exact same materials with which God made the first man.  The scientist laughed and 
said, “No problem!”  He bent down and scooped up some dirt.  God interrupted him and 
said, “Not so fast, buster!  Go get your own dirt!” 
People today mock the idea of God making a man from the dust, but it’s really not so 
incredible when you realize God made the dust, too!  Unfortunately, many people today 
are just like the scientist in the story.  They think we’ve become so clever and inventive 
that we no longer need God.  The truth is, we depend on God for everything – even the 
air we breathe.  If He were to withdraw from us, we would really be in trouble. 
Unfortunately, the people of Israel had decided they no longer needed God.  They 
abandoned Him to worship idols and, as a result, God turned His back on them.  When 
the Babylonians invaded Jerusalem, God was not willing to protect the Israelites as He 
had in the past.  Jeremiah warned the people of this coming judgment, but not all of his 
news was bad.  Someday God would allow the people to return to their homeland.  
More importantly, God would someday send a Redeemer to Israel to restore the people 
to a right relationship with Him. 

I. A promise of rejection. 
 
A. “Call unto me” – Many people use this verse to justify “name and claim it” 

theology, but they overlook the context. 
1. The blessing would only come after God’s judgment. 

a. The Northern Kingdom had already been judged by this time. 
b. The Southern Kingdom of Judah would soon face a similar fate. 

2. The judgment would be temporary, but it would be severe. 
a. The Babylonians would invade the city. 
b. People would tear down their own houses to build defenses. 
c. Many would die in the process, and others would be taken captive. 

B. The Israelites had brought it on themselves. 
1. They had abandoned the true God. 

a. God was no longer hearing their prayers (Jer. 2:26-28; 7:16). 
b. Sometimes God’s worst judgment is to give people what they want. 
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2. God still takes sin seriously. 
a. Jesus and the writers of the New Testament often spoke very 

vividly of the judgment and the wrath of God. 
b. Not even followers of Jesus can openly defy God and get away with 

it (Hebrews 12:4-8). 
 

II. A promise of restoration. 
 
A. God’s judgment would only be temporary. 

1. He would bring healing to the land. 
a. The people would be allowed to return home. 
b. The temple would be rebuilt. 

2. Some consequences of their sin still remained. 
a. Except for a brief period under the Maccabees, Israel never again 

enjoyed real independence until the 20th century. 
b. God does not always undo the damage of sin. 

• When I was growing up, my family had a good friend who was a 
quadriplegic.  He had gotten that way from driving drunk.  Some 
years later he came to know the Lord, and he became a very 
active member of our church.  God forgave his sins, but he was 
still in a wheelchair for the rest of his life.   

B. He would forgive their sins. 
1. They didn’t deserve forgiveness but God is merciful. 

a. No amount of good works will change the fact that we’ve sinned. 
b. God deals with us not according to what we deserve, but according 

to His grace (Ephesians 2:8-9; Titus 3:3-7). 
2. God emphasized that He would forgive all their sins. 

 
III. A promise of redemption. 

 
A. God promised He would “perform that good thing”. 

1. The context suggests He was referring to His promise of the Messiah. 
a. “The Branch of righteousness” – Jeremiah had used this term in an 

earlier prophecy (Jeremiah 23:5). 
b. Other prophets used the imagery of a “Branch” in reference to the 

Messiah (Isaiah 11:1; Zechariah 3:8; 6:12). 
2. The Messiah would “execute judgment and righteousness”. 

a. He would take God’s judgment on Himself (2 Cor. 5:21; 1 Peter 
2:24). 

b. He would bestow God’s righteousness on others. 
B. Some of these promises will not be fulfilled until Jesus returns. 

1. Unrighteousness still abounds in our world. 
a. God will create a new earth untainted by sin (Revelation 21:1-4). 
b. The wicked will be duly punished. 

2. Jerusalem still faces conflict and danger. 
a. It will be a place of complete safety and security (Rev. 21:24-27). 

• Some believe these promises of peace in the Old Testament will 
be fulfilled in the Millennium.  Though I do hold a premillennial 
view of Christ’s return, I’m convinced that the majority of these 
prophecies refer to the New Jerusalem (Isaiah 65:17). 
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b. The city will be called “the Lord our righteousness”.  This means it 
will be a place of complete righteousness, and it will exist for the 
glory of God (Revelation 21:23). 
 

Conclusion:  One of the most beloved preachers of the twentieth century was Vance 
Havner.  He enjoyed reading western novels, and many times the hero would get into a 
situation from which it seemed there was no escape.  Dr. Havner would get so worried 
about the hero’s fate that he’d skip to the back of the book and see what happened.  
Then he could read the rest of the novel without any worries.  He had read the back of 
the book, so he knew who was going to win. 
I was at the Southern Baptist Convention a few years ago, and there was a protester 
outside the convention site.  He was one of those self-appointed “prophets” with a long 
beard and a long robe.  He decried all the evil in our nation and warned us that God’s 
judgment was coming.  I thought to myself, “Hasn’t he read the back of the Book?”  
God’s Word assures us that He will prevail.  Life may be unfair in the short run, but we 
don’t need to worry.  We’ve read the back of the Book, and we know who’s going to win! 
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