
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the 
small group study God Is, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages 
as the small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
The Point: God guides us as He walks with us. 
 
Introduction: My Dad’s favorite Scripture was the 23rd Psalm.  He was a career soldier 
and a decorated war hero, so the “valley of the shadow of death” was more than just a 
phrase to him.  He had quite literally walked through it.  In my twenty-two years as a 
pastor, I’ve discovered that this Psalm is a favorite to many other people.  I have often 
read this passage by the side of a hospital bed or to a grieving family, and I’ve never 
ceased to be amazed at the comfort it brings to them. 
We don’t really know when David wrote this Psalm.  Some believe it was when he was 
fleeing from his son Absalom.  Others believe he may have written it when he was 
hiding from King Saul.  It’s even possible that he wrote it during a time of peace, but 
was reflecting on how God had brought him through various and sundry trials.  David 
was once a shepherd himself, and he knew that God’s care for His people was like that 
of a shepherd for his sheep.  Just as sheep are completely dependent on their shepherd 
to take care of them, we are completely dependent on God.  
 

I. A promise of provision. 
 
A. He takes care of our physical needs. 

1. “I shall not want” – That is, God will give us what we need. 
a. This is not to deny the need for a work ethic (2 Thess. 3:10). 
b. Neither does this mean God will give us what we want. 

• For more about the dangers of the “prosperity gospel”, I highly 
recommend The Agony of Deceit, edited by Michael Horton, and 
Christianity in Crisis, by Hank Hanegraaff (Hanegraaff is no 
longer an evangelical, but his book is still a good one). 

2. “Green pastures, still waters” - The picture here is of an oasis. 
a. Dry pastures are not good for sheep, but green pastures are. 
b. “Still waters” suggests peace and tranquility.   

B. He takes care of our spiritual needs. 
1. He restores the soul. 

a. He gives us strength when we’re weary. 
b. He reassures us when we’re discouraged. 
c. He enables us to face life’s difficulties. 

2. He leads us in the path of righteousness.   
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a. Adrian Rogers was fond of an old saying: “He that would not fall 
down ought not to walk in slippery places.”  Unfortunately, as Dr. 
Rogers often pointed out, the slippery places are everywhere today. 

b. When we keep our eyes on our Shepherd, He will always lead us in 
the way of righteousness.   

II. A promise of protection. 
 

A. He is with us even during the worst kind of dangers. 
1. From what kind of dangers does God protect us? 

a. Those who wish to destroy us. 
b. Illness. 
c. Loss of loved ones. 

2. He promises not to lead us around these valleys, but through them. 
a. We cannot avoid hardship and tragedy in this life. 
b. We can trust God to take care of us during times of hardship. 

3. He comforts us with His “rod” and His “staff”. 
a. The “rod” was a club used against predators. 
b. The “staff” was used to round up the flock and guide them.   

B. He protects us from our enemies. 
1. There are two ways to understand this imagery. 

a. It could refer to a conquering king, whose defeated enemies are 
guests at a celebratory banquet. 

b. It could refer to a scene of protection.  That is, people can eat in 
peace even though their enemies are all around them. 

2. The point is still the same: God will prevail. 
a. The devil’s crowd may be winning battles in the short term, but they 

will not win the war. 
b. This does not mean we will avoid persecution, but it does mean we 

can rest in the assurance of God’s ultimate victory. 
C. He will protect us throughout life and beyond. 

1. God’s goodness and mercy will be with us as long as we are in this 
world (Hebrews 13:5). 

2. When we depart this world, we will be with Him forever. 
 
Conclusion: The summer after I graduated from high school, my Dad bought some 
cattle.  We had spent the summer building up the pasture fence, so when Dad saw an 
advertisement that four young heifers were for sale, he bought them.  It had been some 
years since Dad had raised cattle, and he made a critical error that day: when we 
brought the new cows home, he immediately released them in the pasture.  New cows 
are often skittish, and just a few hours after we brought them home, all four of them 
escaped from the pasture.  We were up till midnight chasing those things! 
Several years later I was visiting my parents.  My Dad had gotten on in years and was 
no longer raising cattle, but he did let a neighbor keep his cows in our pasture.  During 
my visit, those cows escaped, too.  We chased them for a little while, but finally Dad 
went inside and called his neighbor who owned the cattle.  He told him the cows were 
out, and then he went back to his own business.  I couldn’t help noticing the difference.  
Why didn’t he stay up half the night chasing them like he had done before?  These were 
not his cattle!  He had no investment in them, and he had told his neighbor that he was 
not responsible for them, so they were not his concern. 
I was reminded of Jesus’ words about the difference between a shepherd and a hireling 
(John 10:11-15).  A hireling does not care about the sheep because they are not his.  
The shepherd does care about them, because he has an investment in them.  Our Lord 
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is not a hireling, but a shepherd.  He has an investment in us; in fact, He literally laid 
down His life for us.  Therefore, we can trust Him to take care of our needs. 
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