
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the 
small group study God Is, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages 
as the small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
The Point: God’s peace helps us rise above our circumstances. 
 
Introduction:  My preaching professor in seminary used to tell about the first time he 
ever preached in a church.  He did not grow up in a Christian family, so when he came 
to know Christ as a teenager, he knew very little about the Bible.  Not long afterward, he 
began to sense that God was calling him to preach.  His pastor let him preach one 
Sunday evening, and he said his sermon only lasted seven and a half minutes.  Some 
years later he learned that while he was preaching that sermon, the pastor had nudged 
his wife and said, “If that boy ever makes a preacher, the Lord is going to have to do it.  
He just doesn’t have it, does he?”   
The professor told us that story to make a point.  He said, “Fellows, I still don’t have it!  
None of us do.  Only God can make a preacher.”  
It’s been said that God uses ordinary people to do extraordinary things.  This was 
especially true in the case of Gideon.  He was the youngest in his father’s house, and 
his family was not a prominent one.  Nevertheless, God chose him as the leader of 
Israel’s army, and He used Gideon to lead Israel to victory.  God often does great things 
with unlikely people.  That way, He alone gets the glory. 
  

I. The call. 
 
A. Gideon was threshing wheat in a winepress. 

1. The winepress was an unusual place to thresh wheat. 
a. Normally, people threshed wheat on a high hill so the wind would 

blow away the chaff. 
b. Gideon was trying to protect his wheat from the Midianites, and the 

winepress was sheltered and would not draw much attention. 
2. A more literal translation is he was “beating out wheat”. 

a. Gideon was evidently from a well-to-do family (v. 27), but this was a 
poor man’s method of threshing wheat. 

b. Most likely, he used this method so the Midianites would not see 
what he was doing and steal his wheat.   

B. The angel of the Lord appeared to him. 
1. Who was this “angel of the Lord”? 

a. He is identified with God (vv. 14, 16), yet distinct from God. 
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b. Many scholars believe the angel was a pre-incarnate appearance 
of Jesus. 

2. The angel of the Lord called Gideon a “mighty man of valor”. 
a. Since Gideon was going to such great lengths to hide from the 

Midianites, he hardly seemed like a man of valor. 
b. God sees us as we really are, but He also sees what we can be. 

 
II. The commission. 

 
A. Gideon asked why so many terrible things had happened to Israel. 

1. He had heard about all the miracles God did to deliver the Israelites 
from the Egyptians. 
a. He had not seen God do any miracles in his lifetime. 
b. He felt God had abandoned Israel to her enemies. 

• Have you ever felt as though God abandoned you?  I was out of 
seminary for two years before I was called to my first pastorate, 
and I sometimes wondered if God had abandoned me.  I worked 
at a department store to pay my bills, and one day one of my 
seminary professors (not the one I mentioned previously) came 
into the store.  He asked me if I had heard from a church yet, 
and I told him I had not.  He encouraged me to be patient, and 
said he had been there.  He said, “For a while, I thought God 
had lost my address!”  Like my professor, I later realized that 
God had been in control the whole time.   

2. God had not broken His promise. 
a. He had warned the Israelites what would happen to them if they 

abandoned Him, but they did not listen. 
b. Even though they were under His judgment, God was merciful to 

them and was getting ready to deliver them.   
B. The Lord told Gideon He would use him to defeat the Midianites. 

1. Gideon noted he was an unlikely candidate for the job. 
a. “My family is poor in Manasseh” – A better translation is, “My family 

is the least in Manasseh.”  Since Gideon had at least ten servants, 
he was obviously not hurting financially! 

b. He was the youngest in his family. 
• I’m the youngest of six children myself, and I admit that being 

the “baby” has certain benefits.  However, the youngest also 
has to live in the shadow of his older siblings.  That’s not always 
easy, especially if your older siblings are high achievers! 

2. The Lord assured Gideon He would be with him. 
a. When God is with you, He will take care of the details. 
b. It’s a trite statement, but nonetheless true: God is not interested in 

your ability, but your availability.   
 

III. The confirmation. 
 
A. When Gideon realized who was speaking to him, he feared for his life. 

1. Many people in the Bible reacted this way when they realized they 
were in the presence of God or one of His angels. 
a. When you are in the presence of God, you realize your own 

sinfulness and unworthiness. 
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b. Many people today have lost sight of who God is, and that’s why 
they treat Him with such flippancy.   

2. The Lord assured Gideon he would not die. 
a. Since God had chosen Gideon to deliver Israel from the Midianites, 

He certainly had no intention of killing Him! 
b. Gideon built an altar and named it “Jehovah shalom”, which means 

“the Lord is peace.” 
B. Some truths to remember: 

1. God uses in spite of our unworthiness (Ephesians 2:8-9). 
2. When we put our trust in God, we can have peace regardless of our 

current circumstances.   
 

Conclusion: When I was in college, one of the popular Christian singers was Carman.  
His style was rather unconventional, but the songs he sang in those days did contain 
some good theology.  One of his popular songs back then was, “God Don’t Care What 
the Circumstance” (I didn’t say his grammar was good!).  He talked about how God 
used ordinary people like Noah and David to do great things, and the chorus of the song 
said, “God don’t care what the circumstance, or even if the future’s looking dim.  God 
don’t want some big ol’ song and dance; He just wants your faith and trust in Him.”   
If God calls you to do something, don’t start presenting Him with a bunch of excuses.  
Believe me, your excuses won’t impress Him!  Just trust Him, and do what He told you 
to do.  You’ll be surprised at how He’ll work through you! 
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