
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the 
small group study God Is, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages 
as the small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
The Point: We are always covered by God’s protection. 
 
Introduction: In 1814, America was at war with Great Britain.  In August of that year, 
the British occupied and burned Washington, D.C., forcing the President and other 
members of the government to flee the city.  On the night of September 13, the British 
navy began a bombardment of Fort McHenry outside of Baltimore, Maryland.  If they 
captured the fort and entered Baltimore, the war would likely be over.  A young lawyer 
named Francis Scott Key was aboard one of the British ships.  He had gone aboard to 
negotiate the release of some American prisoners, and he was detained on the ship 
when the bombardment began.  He listened to the cannon all night long.  Early the next 
morning, the bombardment had stopped.  Key went to the deck of the ship to see what 
had happened, and to his delight, the American flag was still flying over Fort McHenry.  
The bombardment had failed, and Baltimore was still in American hands.  Key was so 
inspired by the sight that he wrote a poem called “The Star Spangled Banner”.  It was 
later set to music, and in 1931 it was adopted as our country’s National Anthem. 
To Francis Scott Key, the sight of the American flag that morning was the sign of 
victory.  In biblical times, armies often carried banners.  These banners were usually 
just long poles, but as long as soldiers could see the banner, they knew the army was 
still intact.  When the Israelites fought in their first battle as a nation – against the 
Amalekites – they discovered a new kind of banner: the Lord Himself.  As long as He 
was with them, they were guaranteed victory over their enemies. 
 

I. A bewildering battle. 
 
A. The Amalekites had gone to war against the Israelites. 

1. The Amalekites were descendants of Esau (Genesis 36:12). 
a. They often used camels to launch surprise attacks in the desert. 
b. Since the Israelites were isolated and not well-armed, they seemed 

like an easy target. 
2. The reason for the Amalekites’ attack is not stated. 

a. They may have wanted to take possession of the waters at 
Rephidim (vv. 1-7). 

b. They may have heard of the riches the Israelites took from Egypt 
and wanted to rob them. 

3. Moses instructed Joshua to organize an army to fight them. 
a. This is the first appearance of Joshua in the Bible. 
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b. The Israelites probably had very few swords or other weapons of 
war, so raising an army was a task in itself. 

B. Moses went to the top of the hill, along with Aaron and Hur. 
1. Aaron was Moses’ brother, but who was Hur? 

a. According to Josephus, he was Miriam’s husband (Ant. 3.2.4). 
b. Moses left him and Aaron in charge of the people when he and 

Joshua went up on the mountain (Exodus 24:14). 
2. Moses took the “rod of God” with him. 

c. This was the same rod that God had turned into a snake, and had 
used to part the Red Sea. 

d. The rod was not magic, but it represented the power of God. 
. 

II. A strange strategy. 
 
A. As long as Moses held up his hands, Israel prevailed. 

1. The Bible does not say, but evidently God had commanded Moses to 
keep his hands in the air. 
a. The rod of God was in his hand, symbolizing God’s power. 
b. Holding up the rod was probably Moses’ way of saying he trusted 

God to give them the victory.   
2. After a while, Moses’ arms grew tired. 

a. He was a strong man (Deuteronomy 34:7), but even strong men 
can only hold out for so long. 

b. Moses sat on a rock, and Aaron and Hur held up his arms. 
B. As a result, Israel defeated the Amalekites. 

1. No one could explain this victory apart from the power of God. 
a. Unlike the Amalekites, the Israelites were not experienced warriors. 
b. The Amalekites likely had superior weapons and horses. 

2. Do you trust God’s power in difficult situations? 
• In his autobiography, Rebel With a Cause, Franklin Graham told of 

his own struggle to quit smoking.  He had tried several times, but 
he had failed.  He finally confided to a friend that he simply was not 
able to quit.  His friend told him, “Okay, then get down on your 
knees and tell God he’s a liar.”  Franklin was surprised, but his 
friend cited 1 Corinthians 10:13.  He said, “If that’s not true, then 
you tell God right now that He’s a liar.”  Franklin was unwilling to do 
that, and not long after that, he quit smoking! 
 

III. A powerful promise. 
 
A. God promised He would one day wipe out the Amalekites. 

1. Israel continued to have war with the Amalekites for many years. 
a. King Saul was commanded to wipe out the Amalekites, but he 

failed to do so (1 Samuel 15:1-9). 
b. King David later subdued them (2 Samuel 8:10-12). 

2. The Amalekites were finally destroyed during the reign of King 
Hezekiah (1 Chronicles 4:43). 

B. Moses built an altar and named it “Jehovah-nissi.” 
1. The name means “The Lord is my banner”. 

a. A “banner” in those days was actually a long pole which served as 
a rallying point for armies in battle. 

b. This was God’s way of promising the Israelites victory over their 
enemies if they obeyed Him.   

2. Does God still promise victory to those who trust in Him? 
a. He promises victory over sin (Romans 6:6-7). 
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b. He promises victory over temptation (1 Corinthians 10:13). 
c. He promises victory over life’s problems (John 16:33; Rom. 8:37). 
d. He promises victory in eternity (Revelation 21:4). 

Conclusion: One of the most amazing sights I’ve ever seen is the Marine Corps 
Memorial in Arlington, Virginia.  It’s a huge statue depicting the raising of the flag on 
Mount Suribachi during the battle of Iwo Jima.  What most people don’t realize is, the 
raising of the flag was not the end of the battle.  Many more days passed before the 
island was declared secure.  However, when American Marines saw the flag waving on 
Mount Suribachi, they knew that the final victory would be theirs.  Likewise, those of us 
who follow Jesus face our battles in life, and sometimes they seem to drag on forever.  
However, God has given us a sign of victory, and that’s the cross of Jesus.  He has paid 
the full penalty for our sins, and has won the final victory over sin, death, and hell.  Keep 
your eyes on the cross, and you’ll be reminded that our God will prevail! 
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