
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the 
small group study God Is, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages 
as the small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
The Point: God is the only one who can restore us and make us whole. 
 
Introduction: In recent years I’ve developed a new interest in spiritual warfare.  We 
need to be balanced when we approach this subject.  On the one hand, we must be 
careful not to blame everything on the devil and his demons; after all, we humans are 
pretty good at creating our own problems.  On the other hand, the devil is real, and he 
does make war on the people of God.  When God’s people are on fire for Him, the devil 
will do everything he can to quench it.  How many times have we attended revivals or 
other conferences where the Spirit of God really worked, only to have them followed by 
days of hardship and testing? 
The people of Israel experienced a major spiritual revival after they crossed the Red 
Sea.  God had demonstrated His power in a mighty way, and they were certain that their 
God was the one true God.  Yet just a few days later, they were grumbling to Moses 
about a water shortage.  They were focusing on their circumstances, and as a result 
they had taken their eyes off God.  
 

I. A great celebration.  
 
A. God had just brought the Israelites across the Red Sea. 

1. The crossing of the Red Sea was an undeniable miracle. 
a. The people crossed through the sea, not on mud, but on dry land. 
b. Skeptics say such a thing is scientifically impossible.  They are 

correct, and that’s why we call it a miracle! 
2. The Israelites saw the dead Egyptians, whose bodies had evidently 

washed up on the shore.  
a. The Egyptians were the most powerful army in the known world, 

but they were no match for God. 
b. They were reminded that God can deliver His people, regardless of 

the circumstances. 
B. The incident renewed people’s faith in God. 

1. They “feared the Lord”.   
a. The word “fear” carries more the idea of reverence or awe rather 

than fright.1 
b. They knew God was capable of keeping His promises. 

2. They also believed “His servant Moses”. 
a. Moses had proven he was a servant of the true God. 
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b. The people had complained about him before (Exodus 1411-12), 
but now he had their attention – at least for a while. 
 

II. A great demonstration. 
 
A. Just three days later, the people were running out of water. 

1. The waters at Marah were too bitter to drink. 
a. Waters in that area were often tainted with various mineral salts 

that made them unfit to drink. 
b. The name “Marah” literally means “bitter” (Ruth 1:19-20). 

2. The people grumbled at Moses. 
a. Their own water supplies were running low, and they had probably 

counted on these waters to refill them. 
b. They forgot all about how God had taken care of them. 

• “One great victory doesn’t settle everything; we need 
challenging new experiences that will help us mature and glorify 
God.  Yes, life is a school, and the Lord knows just when to give 
an examination.” – Warren Wiersbe 2 

B. Moses looked to God for help. 
1. At God’s command, Moses cast a tree into the water, and the water 

became drinkable. 
a. No known chemical reaction could have purified the water.  This 

was clearly another miracle. 
b. Once again, God proved He was in control. 

2. Do we truly trust God in all circumstances? 
a. Do you trust Him in times of difficulty? 
b. Do you trust Him when all hope seems lost? 

 
III. A great proclamation. 

 
A. God gave the Israelites a solemn promise. 

1. If they obeyed Him, He would not afflict them with plagues. 
a. His blessing depended on their obedience. 
b. In later years, the Israelites disregarded God.  As a result, He sent 

terrible afflictions on them.   
2. This verse should not be seen as a blanket promise for faith healing. 

a. God did not promise to protect them from all sickness.  He only 
promised not to send the plagues He had sent on the Egyptians. 

b. Our bodies are mortal, so they will get sick and die. 
B. Does this promise still apply to us today? 

1. We are under a different covenant (Jeremiah 31:31-34). 
2. Be that as it may, God still blesses obedience.   

Conclusion: One of the best books I’ve read in recent years is Though I Walk Through 
the Valley, by Vance Havner.  He had a great sense of humor, and his books are often 
loaded with his dry wit.  This book had a much more serious tone, as he told about the 
illness and death of his beloved wife Sara.  He told how her illness put his faith to the 
test, and he also spoke of his battles with loneliness after her death.  Through it all, he 
realized that God’s grace is sufficient.  In the words of an old gospel song, “the God of 
the mountain is still God in the valley”.   
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You may be facing circumstances in your own life that seem insurmountable.  Just 
remember, we serve a God who is all-powerful.  He doesn’t promise that life will be 
easy or fair, but He does promise to give us strength to face its difficulties.  He will use 
your difficulties to make you into the person He wants you to be.   
____________________________ 
1 Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament, Vol. I, Chicago: Moody Bible Institute, 
1980, p. 400. 
2 Warren W. Wiersbe, Be Delivered: Finding Freedom by Following God, Colorado 
Springs, CO: David C. Cook, 1998, p. 76. 
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