
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “God is…” these 
sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages from the small group study, so the 
pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.” This is a series of lessons about the 
nature of God and the benefits He brings into the lives of His children. This sermon has 
to do with God’s faithfulness, especially His faithfulness to provide a Savior who would 
rise from the dead. 
Introduction: Promises. “Till death do us part.” “If I get elected, I’ll…” “You’ll get a 15% 
raise after two years.” Promises are a wonderful thing. They give us confidence for 
today and hope for the future. They give us the motivation to get up another day. What 
parent hasn’t brightened their child’s glum face by promising an ice cream cone or a 
quarter to put in the candy machine? Yes, some people make promises and have no 
intention of keeping them. But most of the time, people intend on keeping their 
promises. It doesn’t always happen.  
 Broken promises. Adultery and divorce.  Corruption. Layoffs. Promises don’t 
guarantee that an event is going to happen or that a person will always be there. The 
failure to keep a promise doesn’t necessarily mean the person is bad. It may just mean 
they didn’t think through their promise and what it was going to cost them to keep it. Life 
might be easier if you didn’t make promises and if you didn’t expect others to keep 
theirs. At least then, you would have less disappointment. But you would also have less 
hope. 
 God makes promises. He made His first promise to Adam and Eve in the 
Garden. “In the day you eat of it, you shall surely die” (Gen. 2:17).  They ate, and it 
looks like God didn’t keep His promise. Their hearts kept beating. But an internal death 
we can’t see occurred. They died spiritually. They were without hope. To fix that, God 
gave another promise. Eve was going to have a descendant. “He will strike your head, 
and you will strike His heel” (Gen. 3:15). A Savior was coming. Satan would hurt Him. 
But He would overcome that hurt. He would rise from the dead.  

1. The Father was faithful to send Jesus to earth (Acts 2:22-24).  
 
Several millennia after God made that promise to Eve, Peter stood on the 
Temple steps and proclaimed the Gospel message.  The Son of God left Heaven 
and lived among His people. Even the circumstances of His birth were the 
fulfillment of a promise (Isaiah 7:14). While here, He performed miracles to give 
evidence that He was who He claimed to be. His own people, the people Peter 
was talking to, rejected the evidence God presented to them and agreed to 
Jesus’ crucifixion. This too was a fulfillment of God’s promise (Isaiah 53:1-6; 
Psalm 22). God knew it was going to happen. God planned for it to happen. They 
were still guilty. But they were not doomed. Three days later, as He had 
promised (Matt. 27:63), Jesus rose from the dead! God made impossible 
promises, promises that would cost Him an inexpressible payment, but He did 
exactly what He said He would do. God keeps His promises! 
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2. The Father was faithful to give a prophecy to David (Acts 2:25-32).  
 
In his explanation of the events of that day, Peter referred to a promise God 
made to David, Jesus’ ancestor. David had a deep relationship with God, and 
David was an integral part of God’s plan. So God did the same thing you do 
when you’re in a relationship. He made promises.  

These promises had an impact upon David’s present and his future. For 
the present, based on the promises of God, David had confidence that God was 
going to be present with him (v. 25). God’s presence would give him joy just as 
the presence of a dear friend gives you joy (v. 28). He also had hope that God’s 
presence would give him stability (v. 25) and guidance (v. 28) all the days of his 
life. And when his life was over, he knew a hopeful rest was coming (v. 26). His 
future was not one where he would suffer in Hell or decay into nothingness (v. 
27). He understood this promise to mean he was going to be in God’s presence 
forever. Resurrection was coming! 

David was correct in his understanding. He just wasn’t complete. The 
prophecies God gave him were for him, but they weren’t about him. They were 
about his descendant Jesus.  

Having witnessed the events of the previous weeks, Peter was able to fill 
in the missing details. David spoke of someone whose body would lie in the 
grave but wouldn’t decay. David was a human. He died, and his body decayed, 
so the prophecy couldn’t be about him (v. 29). David was also a prophet. He 
believed a descendant of His would sit on the throne after rising from the dead (v. 
30). Jesus fulfilled that prophecy proving He was God (v. 31). The events Peter 
spoke of were not fictitious. Peter was a witness. So were many of the other 
people there (v. 32). Resurrection had come! God had kept His promise.  

 
3. The Father was faithful to exalt Jesus to the throne (Acts 2:33-36).  

 
Just before Jesus died, He made another promise. The Father would send the 
Holy Spirit (John 14:16). After Jesus’ resurrection, He restated that promise and 
told the disciples to wait in Jerusalem until it happened (Acts 1:4-5, 8). They 
obeyed, and the Holy Spirit came. The manifestation of the Spirit’s presence was 
what was causing all the confusion that day at the Temple (v. 33). 
 God had kept His promises. He promised to send the seed of Eve. He did. 
He promised to watch over David in life and death. He did. He promised to raise 
Jesus from the dead. He did. And He promised to send the Spirit. He did. God 
has kept His promises in the past. The result is you can trust God to keep His 
promises in the future. 
 Peter mentions two of them. Jesus’ enemies are going to be brought 
down, and the Father will force them to acknowledge their submission to Jesus 
(v. 34-35; Phil. 2:9-11). And on that day, every tongue will praise Jesus as Lord 
and Christ, Master and Messiah (v. 36). 
 Promises can be good, and promises can be bad. A parent can promise 
discipline just as easily as they can promise delight. The people there on that day 
knew God was a promise-keeping God. They also knew they were presently on 
the wrong end of God’s promises. They couldn’t change what God had done, or 
what God was going to do, but they could change how it affected them. “What do 
we need to do?” Peter gladly told them, “Repent. Give evidence of your 
repentance, and God will forgive you (v. 38). He promised (v. 39).” 

 



©LifeWay Christian Resources www.biblestudiesforlife.com  
  

Conclusion: You’re skeptical when people make you promises. You have good reason 
to be. So many promises – so many excuses for why they never came to pass. But all 
those broken promises came from the mouth of a human. “God is not a man that He 
should lie; neither the son of man that He should repent: hath He said, and shall He not 
do it? Or hath He spoken, and shall He not make it good?” (Numbers 23:19)  

God doesn’t allow the cost of a promise to stop Him from fulfilling it. He already 
paid the highest price. Any other cost is insignificant compared to the blood of His Son 
(Rom. 8:32). And there is no obstacle so insurmountable that your great God can’t 
overcome it by His inexhaustible power (Gen. 18:14). He overcame death and the 
grave. What could be bigger than that?  

He’s made great and precious promises to you. Now He only requires one thing 
from you. Believe Him enough to act on His promises. If you do, resurrection day will 
come for you too. 
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