
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “God is…” these 
sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages from the small group study, so the 
pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. This is a series of lessons about the 
nature of God and the benefits He brings into the lives of His children. This sermon has 
to do with God’s righteousness and His answer to the injustices of life.  
 
Introduction: The agony of injustice and the clamor for its opposite is common 
throughout the Bible. Jonah didn’t want Nineveh to repent. They deserved to die. They 
were Israel’s enemy. God’s mercy upset him (Jonah 3:10, 4:1). Habakkuk complained 
to God concerning the apparent injustice of using a nation more wicked than Israel to 
punish Israel for its evil (Hab. 1:12-13). Near the end of the Bible, Christian martyrs 
already in God’s throne room question God’s timing of retribution for their oppressors 
(Rev. 6:9-11). Injustice hurts. 
 You don’t need to look to the pages of Scripture to feel the angst of injustice. 
You’ve felt it too. They didn’t honor the agreement. Someone else got the job, not 
because they were more qualified, but because they had connections, were a different 
ethnicity or a different gender. They have three children. You’ve been trying 
unsuccessfully for three years to get pregnant. Injustice hurts. You want someone to fix 
it, so the hurt can go away. Surely there’s someone who can set everything right. 
 Joseph could identify with those feelings. Everywhere he turned, people were 
doing bad things to him. But Joseph didn’t look to people for justice. He looked to God. 
In the process, he discovered that mercy is greater than justice. 
 

1. Joseph dealt with injustice at the hands of his family (Gen. 42:21-24).  
 

Several factors over which Joseph had no control created an unjust scenario for 
him almost from birth. His mother died when he was young. That wasn’t fair. He 
was the eleventh of twelve brothers. Anyone who comes from a large family 
knows no matter how much parents may try, equal treatment is difficult to 
maintain. His birth order meant less inheritance and no chance he would ever 
have a position of authority in the family. None of it was fair 

Maybe Jacob, Joseph’s dad was trying to compensate for some of the 
injustice of life by making Joseph his favorite. If so, it backfired. Joseph loved the 
coat of many colors. He wore it all the time. Who was he to push away his 
father’s special attention? Who in their right mind would? People don’t usually get 
upset about injustice that benefits them. Does it anger you when the barista 
invites you to the front of the line because he already has your usual order 
ready?  

Joseph’s brothers didn’t see the coat as a good thing. To them, the coat of 
many colors and the favor it represented didn’t level the scales of justice. To 
them, the scales had swung in the wrong direction. So when they saw Joseph 
coming toward them, wearing the coat that to them symbolized injustice, they 
saw their chance to even things out. 
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About twenty years later, Joseph’s brothers rehearsed the injustice they 
had done that day. They watched their brother fade into the distance as they 
rubbed the smooth edges of the coins in their pockets. They had refused to 
listen. Neither Joseph’s pleas for mercy nor Jacob’s wailing over the supposed 
death of his son could affect their system of justice. They did not understand that 
human attempts at justice will usually bring about perceived injustice in the eyes 
of others. They had believed justice was served that day. Now they weren’t so 
sure. 

Joseph watched Egypt come into view. He knew what life had been like 
with his family. He had done his best, and his best was rewarded with evil. He did 
not know what life would be like here, but he did not have much hope that doing 
his best would improve his condition. Injustice can make anyone lose hope. Back 
home, he had an advocate in his father. Here, no one would be looking out for 
him to set things right. Or so he thought. 

 
2. Joseph dealt with injustice at the hands of his boss (Gen. 39:17-20).  

 
Since Joseph was the new slave in Potiphar’s house and since he lacked the 
training other slaves had, he got all the jobs no one else wanted. Joseph had no 
reason to believe hard work would be rewarded, but he worked hard anyway. It 
didn’t take long for his superiors to notice his work, his attitude, and the good 
results his work produced.  

Joseph couldn’t take the credit for the results. That wouldn’t be just. He 
gave the credit to God. How else would Potiphar have known the reason for his 
success (Gen. 39:3)? Since Potiphar couldn’t promote God, he promoted 
Joseph. Finally, it looked like the scales of justice were leveling out. He even got 
a new opportunity to tilt the scales in his favor.  

His genes mixed with muscle-inducing labor gave him an unfair advantage 
in his physique. Potiphar’s wife noticed. She attempted to seduce him. It’s easy 
to rationalize sin when you have experienced injustice. Why should you do 
what’s right when the Author of right hasn’t been doing right by you? Instead, 
Joseph gave reasons why he could not participate. His reasons boiled down to 
this: it wouldn’t be just, not to Potiphar or to God (Gen. 39:9).  

In a world where good morals are not the norm, good morals make you 
vulnerable to injustice. She accused him of trying to rape her. Did Joseph stick up 
for himself and plead his case? There is no record that he did. He had no reason 
to believe Potiphar would listen to his pleas. His brothers hadn’t. And why should 
Potiphar believe him over the testimony of his wife? His brothers didn’t listen, and 
his boss didn’t believe him. So once again, in an attempt to secure someone 
else’s system of justice, Joseph suffered another injustice. 

 
3. Joseph dealt with injustice at the hands of those he helped (Gen. 40:20-23).  

 
If you suffer injustice enough times, it can make you bitter, cynical, and angry. It 
did for Naomi. She believed God had wronged her (Ruth 1:20-21). Joseph could 
have reacted that way too. But once again, Joseph rose above the urge to get 
even or to get angry. Over time, he had come to understand something. God 
wasn’t being unjust with him. God was being merciful (Gen. 39:21). If God gave 
Joseph what he deserved, if God gave any of us what we deserved, the situation 
would be much worse. God was watching out for Joseph even in prison.  

The same God who gave Joseph dreams as a young man also gave him 
the ability to interpret dreams. He used that ability to help two men whom 
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Pharaoh had imprisoned. Even here, injustice seemed to prevail. Pharaoh 
elevated one man back to his previous position, and he elevated the other on a 
pole through his body. No reason given. He just did it. Joseph asked only one 
thing: remember me. It didn’t happen. His brothers didn’t listen, Potiphar didn’t 
believe him, and the cupbearer didn’t remember his kindness.  

You know how the story ends. Two years later, Pharaoh elevated Joseph 
from the prison to the palace (Gen. 41:1). Justice may take a long time, but God 
will bring justice. Even this elevation would have seemed unjust to the rest of the 
court. Joseph wasn’t an Egyptian, he didn’t have the training, and he hadn’t 
made the sacrifices. They were right on the first count, but wrong on the other 
two. The injustices of life had prepared him to rule and rule well. People who 
have endured injustice are more likely to work against it when given the 
resources to do so. 

In his new position, Joseph now had the power to get vengeance on all 
who had wronged him – his brothers, Potiphar and his wife, and the cupbearer. 
Joseph paid his brothers back for the injustices they had caused. He paid them 
back with kindness. Joseph recognized that he was not in a place to judge others 
and establish what was just in any given situation. That was God’s job (Gen. 
50:19-21). God will bring justice in His time and His way. Joseph’s job was to 
exercise the only tool more powerful than justice. Forgiveness.   

 
Conclusion: Which do you truly desire – justice or mercy? It depends on the recipient. 
You want mercy for you and justice for the other guy. What if God, in His sovereignty 
chooses to give mercy to both of you? Are you okay with that? You better be. If you 
really want God to be just, then He’ll have to give justice to both of you. It’s only fair. 
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