
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “God is…” these 
sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages from the small group study, so the 
pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. This is a series of lessons about the 
nature of God and the benefits He brings into the lives of His children. This sermon has 
to do with God’s gentle guidance. 
Introduction: Listen to one student’s experience with bad guidance. “When I was in 
high school I went to my guidance counselor for help on deciding where to apply to 
college. He told me he didn’t have time to spend with me because I was not college 
material.  

“I was an almost straight “A” student and was in the top one percentile in my SAT 
scores…. I was a shy and retiring little person at the time and walked out of his office 
with my tail between my legs. I felt worthless and was too embarrassed to even tell my 
parents what he said. 

“I may have been smart, but I was very unsure of myself, and flunked out of 
college at the end of my first year. I went back to school later when I had more 
confidence, and graduated at the top of my class with two degrees.”1  

It can be challenging to find good guidance especially when the guide doesn’t 
care what happens to you. God is not a guide like that. He cares. David relied heavily on 
God’s guidance, and he was never disappointed.  

1. God uses truth to guide us. (Psalm 25:4-5)  
 

It can be difficult to know who to trust. There are so many who attempt to direct 
you for their benefit. “Buy this product.” “Sign up for this program.” They claim to 
be legitimate, and they can be very persuasive. They can also apply an 
abundance of pressure in an attempt to get you to follow their guidance quickly. 
“Only three minutes left to take advantage of this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity!” 
Those are the decisions you soon regret. They are based on deception. 
David recognized though that he was his greatest deceiver. David had a way that 
he wanted to go. We all do. And there had been times in David’s life he had 
followed his instincts instead of following God. Instincts of self-preservation. 
Instincts that would fulfill his own desires for sexual fulfillment or power or 
significance. But following those instincts had always turned out badly. So he 
said, “God, I want to follow your ways, your paths, and your truth” (v. 4-5). He 
knew his instincts came from his sin nature. They directed him to rely on himself 
instead of relying on God. They were based on the lies of the enemy. They led to 
death. God’s truth led to life.  

 

2. God uses love to guide us. (Psalm 25:6-7) 
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You could rely on the information in a GPS to guide you. You type in your 
destination, and it will show you the fastest route to get there. It will keep you 
company along the route and make sure you don’t get lost. “In 1000 feet, turn 
right on Donnelly Drive.” “In three miles, there is a five minute delay.” It will direct 
you around traffic, show you what lies ahead, and tell you with a high degree of 
accuracy when you’re going to arrive at your destination. Some GPS devices will 
even welcome you home at the end of your journey. But it’s a machine. It doesn’t 
care whether or not you get to your destination or how pleasant a journey you 
had along the way.  
God is different. He leads us with love. He is like the father of the prodigal son 
who allowed his son to choose his own pathway and welcomed him home when 
the son realized his error (Luke 15). Because God loves us, He forgives us when 
we stubbornly refuse to listen to His instructions or when we doubt His 
instructions and do not respond fast enough. David pleaded, “Remember not the 
sins of my youth” (v. 7). God, like the GPS, finds us a new route. It may require a 
U-turn, and it will take longer, but He patiently redirects us because He loves us.  
The ironic thing is most of us treat our GPS better than we treat God. We trust it 
more, obey it even when it doesn’t make sense to us, and we listen to what it has 
to say on a daily basis.  

3. God uses humility to guide us. (Psalm 25:8-10)  
 

The biggest obstacle to guidance has always been pride. In the days before 
GPS, it was likely that you could find directions at a gas station. It was unlikely 
though that the driver would stop to ask for those directions. Doing so would 
require admitting to the family and to the guy behind the counter that you were 
lost. That was the equivalent of relinquishing your man card. So you took the 
“scenic route” and arrived at your destination considerably later than you planned 
having used more gas than you budgeted for. 
David says God guides “the meek” (v. 9). He could force us – dragging us 
against our will to the place of His blessing. But He won’t. He waits for us to go 
down all the different avenues and frustratingly explore every dead-end and get 
attacked in multiple dark alleys. He watches for us to fall on our faces and listens 
for us to finally admit, “I’m lost.” Then He gently comes along, bandages our 
wounds, and calls for us to follow Him. It is only when we are humble enough to 
be led that He can take us safely home. 

Conclusion: “When I meditated on the word guidance, I kept seeing "dance" at the  
end of the word. I remember reading that doing God’s will is a lot like dancing. When 
two people try to lead, nothing feels right. The movement doesn’t flow with the music, 
and everything is quite uncomfortable and jerky. When one person realizes and lets the 
other lead, both bodies begin to flow with the music. One gives gentle cues, perhaps 
with a nudge to the back or by pressing lightly in one direction or another. It’s as if two 
become one body, moving beautifully. The dance takes surrender, willingness, and 
attentiveness from one person and gentle guidance and skill from the other.” – 
anonymous. Such is God’s guidance toward us. 
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