
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “God is…” these 
sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages from the small group study, so the 
pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. This is a series of lessons about the 
nature of God and the benefits He brings into the lives of His children. This sermon has 
to do with God’s protection. There is no enemy so strong that it can overcome the 
protection of God. 
Introduction: She heard frantic screaming from the apartment just below her. She 
didn’t know what was going on, but she was sure someone was about to die if she didn’t 
do something. So she called 911. Thankfully, some policemen were nearby. They got 
their quickly and heard the blood-curdling screams coming through the door. They 
busted into the apartment and unexpectedly found a large man cowering under the bed. 
In response to their quizzical gazes, he pointed at a small spider dangling from the 
ceiling. He stopped screaming when they, at his request, killed the spider. The “danger” 
was over. 

Some dangers are imaginary. Some dangers make you feel like you’re in a 
nightmare. You never imagined danger could be so real and so close. That’s where 
Daniel was. At the beginning of the day, everything was going great. He had heard the 
rumors of his advancement, so he had already hired an interior decorator for his corner 
office located next to the throne room. Then he found out about the new law. By the end 
of the day, he had descended into the lion’s den. He was the menu for their dinner. God 
had other plans. 

1. You can expect your enemies to attack you. (Daniel 6:6-10)  
  

It’s normal for people who participate in risky activities to be in danger. It’s normal 
for people who are evil to have enemies. Daniel was a good guy who was just 
doing his assigned job. He happened to be excellent at it. That caused him to be 
noticed by his boss. The notice by his boss caused him to be noticed by his 
competitors. He didn’t expect any danger to come from these men with whom he 
worked every day. It wasn’t his fault he had enemies or that he was in danger 
from them.  

Evil enemies will use your morals against you. They’ll lie, cheat, or steal – 
anything to manipulate the situation and increase your level of danger. They 
know you will not do the same. Your system of morals won’t allow you to stoop to 
their tactics. Jesus commanded you to love your enemies, to pray for them, even 
to bless them. It makes you look weak. But doing so empowers you to defeat 
your actual enemies. 

Daniel knew something Paul would communicate centuries later. Our 
enemies are not physical. They’re spiritual (Eph. 6:12). And this was a spiritual 
battle not a physical one. The real danger Daniel faced was not death by lions. It 
was the denial of his God caused by the actions of the one who walks around like 
a roaring lion (1 Pet. 5:8). We need to be constantly alert to attack from our 
enemy. He is constantly searching for opportunities to destroy us.  
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2. You can’t expect your friends to protect you. (Daniel 6:13-16)  
 

Darius couldn’t help Daniel. It’s not that he didn’t want to. He tried. The worst part 
was that Darius was the reason Daniel was in this predicament. And Darius knew 
it. Did Darius go to Daniel with an explanation? “Here’s the situation. Here’s why 
we’re in this situation. I am so sorry. I feel so stupid. Don’t worry. I’m going to get 
you out of this.” 

Have you ever gotten in trouble or danger because of the actions or failure 
to act by a friend? Maybe they signed you up for something without your 
knowledge. Karaoke night. A blind date. You let them borrow your credit card or 
your computer. You co-signed a loan for them. Things went bad, and now you’re 
in a mess of trouble. 

Friends want to protect, but there’s only so much they can do. Some 
things are just undoable. Looking to friends to do what only God can accomplish 
will only disappoint you. It will also make you an idolater which will get you into 
even greater danger. 

3. You can expect your God to protect you. (Daniel 6:19-22).  
 

You have to wonder what Daniel was thinking when he entered the lions’ den. “I 
don’t deserve this” is a common thought whenever unmerited danger is lurking 
nearby. The difficulties and danger we face that we do not deserve are the 
hardest to understand. Evil men committed evil acts. God didn’t send this danger, 
but He didn’t prevent it either. Daniel didn’t hold God accountable.  

After he found out what was going on, he still prayed to God with the same 
habits he had previously used. His faith in God, grown through a life-time of 
God’s protection, was not going to be shaken by the actions of evil men. God had 
protected him in the past, would protect him now, and was going to protect him 
into eternity. 

As humans go, Daniel was a good guy. He didn’t deserve the lions’ den. 
God doesn’t rate goodness the way we do. He compares us to Jesus not one 
another. Daniel’s enemies were evil, no doubt about it. Daniel was evil too, and 
he deserved to be ripped apart just like his enemies eventually were. Daniel also 
deserved Hell which is far worse. By God’s grace, Daniel knew God had already 
rescued his soul. So whatever happened in the lions’ den, it was okay. God 
would protect his soul forever. 

 
Conclusion: Daniel’s enemies had done everything they could do to destroy Daniel. 
Daniel’s friend had done everything he could do to protect Daniel. In the end, only one 
person could determine the outcome of this story. That Person was God. God didn’t 
protect Daniel because Daniel was good. God protected him because God is good. God 
doesn’t protect you for your benefit. He protects you for His. The end result of this 
scenario is that an evil king (Darius) gave praise to a holy God for fixing an unfixable 
situation evil men had created. Sound familiar? Jesus put Himself in danger so you’re 
your unfixable situation could be resolved, and He could rescue you with the end result 
of God’s glory. Are you willing to go through some danger if that’s what it takes for God 
to receive glory?  
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